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PREF-i^CE. 



In offiwing the following pages for the ezamination of an en* 
lightened public, it U necessary, perhaps, that they should be ac 
eompanied with a few explanatory remarks. I wonld therefore 
fly, that my principal design is, to aid and assist in promoting 
and extending (he great, the philanthropic^ the ennobling csnse 
of Gospel trath and trae righteoosness, among my fellow trarel- 
ers to a better and happier world— a cause in which F have been 
long, and I trost, faithfally engaged, and which, as I firmly be- 
Move, stands pre eminent to any other cause in which mankind are 
§apabU of engaging. I make no exalted pretensions to scien- 
Ufie research, or extensive theological attainments. But, af- 
though such aids are usefal and valuable, yet I am induced to 
think, that (he truths and practical dudes uf the CMstian refi||loni 
can be explained and eqfi)reed without them. All the matter 
contained in this humble volume, was writtefj^ simply to be read, 
understood, and morally improved; and therefore, no effort at 
literary refinement or rhetorical display, has been attempted. 

To understand the Scriptures of truth, according to their orig- 
inal import and meaning, is manifestly an object Worthy tho at- 
tention and pursuit of every moral and accountable child of the 
Eternal^ and if the fallowing pages should prove instrumental 
in renderingassistancetoa /tfto of my fellow sinners, who M* 
*' inquiring the way to Zion,'' the writer will never regret their 
publication I or feel that he has labored in vain. 

It is proper to say, that a portion of the matter with which the 
public is here presented, was originally written for three or foof 
periodical publications, religions and secular, bat has been rtwU- 
td for the present occasion. The remainder was written ez- 
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prenly for the present publication. Some parts of the Tolame 
ma^ be considered bj thereaJer as nnneGessarily severs upon 
the popolar religious soatimeots of the day ; bat if Ihose by 
whom we are opposed and persecuted, have fallen onder the par- 
alyziog inflaence of sin.promoting errors, as we honestly believe 
they have, we are admonished by an Apostle, to ''reboke them 
sharply, that they may be soond in (he faith;" and therefore, I 
feel justified ia the plain^ though not unfriendly course which I 
have pursued. 

With the few foregoing prefatory remarks, I shall cheerfully 
submit the '' defence of truth " to the examination of a liber* 
al and charitable public, to share in their praise or blame, appro- 
bation or censare, as the case msy be ; having, however, this dim 
source of consolation ; a consciousness of having acted, in the 
present instance, under the inflaence of a beneyolent and virtu- 
ous motive. That heaven may bless this hamlUe production to 
tlllfakancement of religious truth, and the promotion of hum«9 
happiness, is, and shall be, the earnest prayer of 

Rochester, 1841. The Aotho« 



DEFENCE OF TRUTH. 

SECTION I. 

BRIEF ANSWERS, TO TWELVE QUESTIONS, PRO- 
POSED IN WRITING, BY REV. MR. PHILMORE, 
OF THE METHODIST CONNEXION. 



QUESTION, No. I. 

** Are the wicked to be saved in this world or that to come?" 
Answer. The wicked, as such, are to be saved no 
where. And to save the wicked from deserved pun- 
ishment on the score of repentance, according to your 
creed, either ia^his world or the world to come, would 
be a direct violation of that divine justice which yd$f 
contend must have its demand^ and a palpable contra- 
diction of God's word. See Ex. xxxiv. 7. Here 
Goc! says, he **will by no means clear the guilty,'' 
notwithstanding he is ever ready to Jorgive *' iniquity, 
transgression and sin, " which forgiveness is embra- 
ced in delivering from sin, and net from deserved 
punishment. I might invite your attention to many 
other divine declarations in confirmation of this truth, 
such as ihese : **The soul that sinneth shall die;" 
(not shall die, if it does not repent before it dies.) — 
"Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be 
unpunished.'' {If they die impenitent, is not added.) 
But we will attend to this matter hereafter, if you 
should feel disposed. 

We will now answer your Question according to 
our own understanding of it. We believe the wicked 
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who truly reform^ and live in accordance with the re- 
quirements of Christianity, are spf^cially SRved in this 
world ; and the means of salvation which Infinite 
Wisdom and Goodness have devised, will never cease 
till "all shall know the Lord, from the least to the 
greatest^' — till "every knee shall how, and every 
tongue shall swear, saying, In the Lord have 1 righte- 
ousness and strength." Thus you will see that the 
wicked are, and will be, saved, both in this world and 
that to come. 

The salvation which the gospel brings to view, is 
evidently prospective and special. All mankind are 
prospeclively saved, while none but true believers^ 
(embracing every period of the gospel reign,) are 
u^ecially saved. In proof of this, sce^l Tim. iv. 10 : 
(Bted "is the Saviour of all men, especially ol those 
that believe.'* Also, 1 Tim. ii. 4. : God *' will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth." 

No man can be saved in sin — hence all men are 
not saved in this world. "All the ends of the world 
shrtll remember and turn unto the Lord, and ail the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him. '* — 
"Even so, in Christ shall d\\ be made a|ive,'' Hence, 
mankind must be saved in the world to come. Dis- 
provo this proposition, if you can. 



QUESTION, No. If. 
" Are the wicked saved by grace, or by works, or by death, or by 

hell-fire 1 " 
I'his question betrays a profound ignorance of our 
sentiments, and also a little spice of that bung!ing sar- 
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casm which characterizes blind bigotry and fanatical 
seal. But in the present instance, at least, there is 
more venom in the shaft than vigor in the bo\r. 

In answer to the question, however, we would re- 
mark : The wicked are saved from deserved punish" 
ment bv neither of the above means ; for we have 
shown in our answer to the first question, that God 
*< will by no means clear the guilty " from such pun- 
ishment. Therefore, if this is the only sense which 
you attach to the word sahmiiony your question is ful- 
ly answered ; and we challenge you to disprove its 
correctness. 

But if you are willing to admit that salvation means 
a deliverance from «?.n, by reconciling the sinner to 
God, and purifying his affections, desires and conduct, 
then we say tnat ali the means concerning which you 
inquire, are to be looked upon as efficacious in 
bringing about this glorious result ; that is, il^ by death 
you mean the dissolution of the body, and by hell-fire, 
divine chastisement. We Relieve, upon the authority 
of the Scriptures, that the whole pls»n, de^jign, means, 
nature and progress of salvation, as we understand 
the word, originate in, are founded upon, and carried 
on by divine grace. We believe at the same time, 
that works are the fruits and evidences of genuine 
faith, and are **good and profitable unto men. " And 
we also believe that natural death is one of the means 
in the divine economy, of opening a pathway to im- 
mortality, incorruption and glory. If you require dU 
vine authnrity in support of ftese sentiments, you have 
only to signify your request in a proper manner, and 
we stand ready to give it. 
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We are at a loss to determine what you meair by 
hell-fire* We have presumed, however, that yon 
mean punishment^ probably, endless misery. But 
your leaders so flatly contradict each other, and we 
may with safety say themselves, that we may have 
presumed too much. We stand ready, however, to 
be corrected. 

In your Sabbath School Catechism, published in 
New- York, by Messrs. Bangs & Emory, (I believe 
they are or have been two of your Bishops,) we have 
the following siiblime definition o^ hell: << A dark 
and bottomless pit,/u// o^ fire and brimstone "/ Can 
it be possible that two Methodist Bishops have ever 
believed this 1 or, did they only give this definition 
as a " bug-bear '^ to frighten little girls and boys into 
their church and away from UniversaJism % 

We will now see what another Methodist Doctor 
says about hell- fire. Dr. Adam Clarke gives the 
following as his definition of hell-fire, in his note up- 
on the only place where it is found in the Bible : — 
** shall be in danger of hell fire — shall be in danger 
of the hell of fire. [There is but one then.] Our 
Lord here alludes to the valley of the son of Hinnom. 
This place was near Jerusalem, [whye is it now ?] 
and had been formerly used for the abominable sac- 
rifices in which the idolatrous Jews had caused their 
children to pass through the fire to Moloch. " 

What an admirable harmony and agreement in sen- 
timent exist among youj^ Methodist leaders about their 
favourite place called hell / / They ought to agreQ 
better about it or give it up altogether ! 
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But to conclude. If this answer to your question 
18 not deemed sufficiently explicit and clear to your 
mind, and you will take the trouble to let us know 
what you mean by salvation^ grace, works, death and 
fiell-fire, we will then try to be more definite, pliin 
and simple, that our remarks may come within the 
horizon of your corr prehension. 



QUESTION, No IIL 

** Are the wicked to bo as happy the moment after death, as the 

righteous 7 " 

We must necessarily be brief in our answers to 
your several questions, and still, we shall endeavor 
to answer them plainly and definitely. You are un- 
doubtedly aware that it is much easier asking que9- 
lions than answering them. A small child will some* 
times propose a question that the greatei»t divine would 
fiind it difficult to answer, even to his own satisfaction ; 
nevertheless, we are happy in having the privilege of 
answering the several questions which you have been 
pleased to propose, for, i^ they should not be the 
nrieans of increasing your knowledge and moral im- 
provement, tliey may be of some benefit to others, and 
we labour almost wholly for the public good. 

In answer to the above question we wouid say, we 
are not among those who strive to be wise above what 
is written. The revelation which God has been pleas^ 
ed to give us, should be deemed sufiicient, and beyond 
that we should never allow ourselves to speculate. — l 
The religious belief which characterizes our denomi- 
aation, and is peculiar to us as a society of Christiaa 
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worshippers, is this ; that '< ia the dispensation of the 
fulness of times " God '* will j^ather together in one, 
ail things in Christ, both which are in heaven and on 
earth, " and that *< the times of the restitution of all 
things^ spoken of by ail the holy prophets since the 
world began " will supersede ail sin, and sufiering, 
and imperfection, and ^fully consummate tho endless 
joy and peace of every rational and dependent being. 

As before observed, we do not believe that any sin- 
ner, as 9uch, can ever be saved or rendered happy ; 
but, as we believe that God *'is the Saviour of all 
men, '' and '* will have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth, " we are constrained to 
believe, that ''sin shall be finished — transgression 
brought to an end " — and that everlasting and univer- 
sal righteousness shall ultimately reign triumphant in 
every heart. We fully believe, however, ^liat moral 
happiness, as well as knowl :dge and wisdom, is prO" 
grtssivt in its nature and effects, and will coniinue so 
till the moral world is crowned with immortal perfec- 
tion and glory in the resurrection state. 

It will thuTS be perceived, that we do not hold flial 
all individuals, the moment tliey leave the world, enter 
into the same degree of spiritual enjoyment : still, we 
would have you to know that we wholly reject and dis- 
card the idea so tenaciously held by your people, of a 
local heli of fire and brimstone in the future world, or 
any other place of cruel torture. Kriiwltdge is hap* 
p^nessj so far as true religion is concerned — hence, as 
we increase in spiritual knowledge, we shall increase 
in spiritual happiness, until we arrive at a state of 
■absolute perfection in both. We know that this is the 
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•ase here in a degree, and we have reaeoo to conclude 
that we shall be much better prepared for moral im- 
provement, when divested of this material body, with 
all its animal passions and propensities, and placed be- 
yond the reach of all the tempting objects of a seduc- 
tive nature by which we arc here surrounded. 

We are perfectly aware of that ** very important '* 
sentiment in your creed, which teaches that we are 
^* probationers here for eternity" — the.t **our proba- 
tionary state closes at death," and that '*as death 
leaves us, so judgement will find us." But your im- 
aginations and traditions are no proof to us : we must 
have something more substnntial. If your sentiments 
are founded in revealed truth, how does it happen that 
the Bible is so perfectly silent upon the subject of 
^^ human probation — no change or improvement after 
death ?" &c. &c. The great Apostle tells us that 
** one star differeth from another star in glory " — but 
you will remember that they are all stars and all *' in 
glory." Experience and observation teach us, that 
ail mankind have some degree of enjoyment here^ but 
titey differ very widely in relation to the degree which 
each one enjoys. The more a man ** grows in grace, 
and in the knowledge of his Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, '* the greater will be his degree of moral hap- 
piness ; and if this should continue to be the case till 
all shall *^ arrive to the perfect measure of the stature 
of a man in Christ Jesus*, " we should have no rea- 
son, we think, to find fault with our God. 

We are in hopes that this frank and candid answer 
will serve to check that corrupt propensity to which 
many of your people are e&cessW^V^ ^<\^v:X^\^^^ V^V 
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eing upon tha untaught minds of your hearers the hs- 
lief that TTniversalists make no distinction between 
the righteous and the wicked, but introduce the drunk^ 
ard from the ditch, and the murderer from the gallotos^ 
into immediate and immortal felicity at the moment 
of death. You have harped upon this vile and un- 
founded slander long enough, and we hope, iC you are 
an honest man, you will do so no more, but try to 
•« speak the truth in the love of it. '' 



QUESTIONS, No. IV. and V. 

** Do any die in tbeir ains ? — Can they be saved in tiieir sinsf " 
In answer to your 4lh question we would say — If 
you mean ttemat death, we frankly deny that any 
•*die in their sins;'' and i^ you think otherwise, the 
Universalist P'ess is at your service, to prove that 
we are in an error. We hope you will attempt 
it. If you mean a moral or spiritual death, we con- 
tend, and stand prepared to prove, that all "die in their 
pins '' who are capable of moral action. See Rom. 
T. 12. But if you mean natural death, which is prob- 

mm 

ably the fact, we would take the liberty of sugges- 
ting a few inquiries by way of preparing your mind 
for a definite answer, which we shall give in its pro- 
per place. 

We shall presume that, by dying in sin, you mean, 
dying a sinner, and if we have presumed too much, 
you will please to notify us of the fact, and inform us 
what you do mean, that we may be able to do you 

justice. 

If you are aa conversant with the Scriptures as a 

clergy man should be, you must have read x)f Samson, 
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whose history is therein given ; and you must be 
aware that his general conduct through life was such 
as to forbid his being properly denuminuted a good 
man. At his first setting out in life, he violated the 
injunction of his parents and his God, in uniting in 
matrimony with a Philistine damsel. The unholy pas- 
sion of revenge constantly rankled in his bosom, and 
he rendered himself famous for murdering his fellow 
beings by thousands. After ejecting the destruction 
of all the standing corn of those who had ofiended 
him, he returns from Philistia into his own country. — 
But his own people having just cause to dread his so- 
ciety, bind him and deliver him into the hands of the 
Philistines to be brought to justice. Here again he 
exerted his muscular faculties, broke loose from his 
confinement and slew a thousand Philistines. After 
this he went to Gaza, a city of the Philistines, and 
took up his lodgings with a Jiarlot. His injured ene. 
mies ascertaining his place ol residence, attempt to se- 
cure him, but he makes his escape. The next we 
hear of him, he becomes strongly in love with a wo- 
man called Delilah, whose perfidy is evident from 
the intrigues she resorts to in ejecting the ruin of her 
new paramour. We next behold him m the hands of 
the Philistines, shorn of his strength, and deprived of 
his eyes. After laying in prii^on about a year, and 
recovering his strength again, the Philistine princes 
take him before the assembly which had gathered in 
the temple of Dagon, to thank God for putting Sam- 
son into their hands. After the feast is concluded, 
they order Samson to be brought into the temple, 
Ibat he may contribute to their i^musement Under 
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these circumsmnoes, with his heart overflowing with 
revenge and murder, he obtiins permission to lean 
against the pillars of the temple, while it is filled above 
and below. Having obtained this permission, by the 
practice of deception, he lays his hands upon the two 
pillars, saying in his wrath, '^Let me die with the 
Philistines," and tears awny the pillars, involving him- 
self and 30OO of his enemies in instant destrucfion. 

Samson might have had faiths but his works thro' 
life and even in death, were certainly of a vicious 
kind — he lives a sinner, and dies a wilful murdtr^r 
and suicide. Here is one individual, at least, who 
died a sinner ; and what are we to suppose became of 
him ? You will undoubtedly say, " he is lost forever, '* 
and bring in proof of the assertion, a declaration which 
has long been supposed to have been uttered by our 
Saviour: " TjT ye die in your sins, where God and 
Christ fs, ye can never come. " But unfortunately 
for your system, such language is not to be found in 
the Bible. 

Now if we can prove to you thqt as great a sinner 
as Samson was, when he left the world, will obtain the 
promises of God^ I need not be at the trouble of pro- 
ving that those who arc less wicked will obtain them. 
Turn then to Paul's epistle to the Hebrews, chap. xi. 
verses 32. 33, and read the following : ^* And what 
shall I say more ? for the tinoe would fail me to tell 
of Gedeon, and* of Barak, and of Samson, " &c.— - 
*< who through faith [faith without works is dead] sub- 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained prom* 
isssy stopped the mouths of lions, " &c. Whatever 
may be said of the others named here, it will not do 
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(o say that Samson was a righteous man : if he was^ I. 
know not who would be called a wicked man. 

But if the foregoing is not satis Hi etory, we would 
call your attention to the hosts of the Egyptians who 
were swallowed up in the waves of the Red Sea, while 
in pursuit of the dep^irting Hebrews, and who died by 
the swotd and in various other ways* That they 
were sinners^ will not be questioned, and that they 
"died in their sins,'^ you dare not deny. And yet, 
in the 32d chapter of Ezekiel, we read of ihem as 
follows : ** Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be com' 
farted over all his nsultitude ; even Pharaoh and all his 
army, slain by the sword, saith the Lord. '* Here you 
will perceive that thousands who went '*down to hellf 
[state of the dnad,] with thi-ir weapons of war, " shall 
yet be comforted together in a state of reconciliation 
and purity. 

Again — your people are frequently referring us to 
the Sodomites, who evidently *' died in their ains^ »' as 
examples of endless despair and wretchedness. But 
if you will consult the latter part of the 16th chapter 
of Ezekiel, you will find that the covenant of God 
stands sure, and that the Sodomites are to return again 
from their captivity to sin and death, to their first es- 
tate of innocence and joy. 

But why need we mention these extreme cases ? 
There are none who do not die sinners, their pious 
profession* to the contrary notwithstanding. We do 
not say that all die sinners in the same degree — but 
there are none absolutely and perfectly holy. But 
thank Heaven, %se can *^behold the Lnmb of God, 
wkneh taketh away thesin o£ ilae worjd''— who ^lihaU. 
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see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied " — who 
•hall '• draw all men to" himself by the ** three fold 
cord " of love, grace and truth. 

In relation to your 5th question, I would only say, 
that no person can be saved in his sins. Salvation, as 
we have before shown you, is a deliverance from sin 
— hence, when all are saved, all will be delivered from 
sin — and ** then will be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory 1 The sting of death is sin, an^d the strength 
of sin is the laio ; but thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. '^ 

We have only glanced at a few of those arguments 
by which we are enabled to defend our sentiments. — 
We have deemed it unnecessary to do more ; unless, 
as we hope will be the case, you should see fit to call in 
question the correctness of our conclusions, in a proper 
manner. If this should be the case, you shall have 
** line upon line, and precept upon precept. " 

QUESTION, No. VL 

"Is there a day of Judgment after Death?" 
To this question, we unhesitatingly answer, there is 
noty in your understanding of the phrase. In a day of 
judgment^ we fully believe. And that it commented 
nearly eighteen centuries ago, is abundantly evident, 
from the New Testament. In John, ix 39, Jesus 
says : »*For judgment am I come into this worldJ^ 
Again; xii. 81, he says: '^Nowis the judgment of this 
world.'' We mighi multiply quotations to any length 
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but we will forbear until you shall undertake to shiow 
that Christ came into this world to judge the inhabit-^ 
ants of another. That the judgment day commen-' 
ced at the introduction of the Messiah's reign, is as 
true as the word of God, And that it will continue 
till every man shall be judged, and rewarded accor- 
ding to his work ; till "every valley shall be exalted 
and every mountain brought low, the crooked made 
straight and the rough ways smooth, and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God together,^' is also 
equally as true. 

We are positively informed by St. Paul, that Christ 
*/ must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet, " and that " the last enemy shall be destroyed, 
death. '' But I hope your good sense will forbid your 
understanding the above language, as I once heard 
your hrother Puffer explain it. He admitted that 
Christ would conquer all his enemies eventually, but 
t^ontended that he would subdue them by <* putting his 
feet upon their necks, " and treating them infinitely 
worse in the future world than the Jews treated him 
in this. But I endeavored to convince him that this 
was not the way in which Christ conquered his ene- 
mies ; for if so, he would most shamefully violate 
every moral precept which he bestowed upon his dis- 
ciples while on earth. His admonitions were — ** Love 
your enemies ; do good to them that hate you ; and 
pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute 
you.^' These were not only the precepts of Jesus, 
but his examples also. Did he not love his enemies, 
the Jews ; and was not his love evinced in the tears 
that he shed over them, while contemplating the na* 

B 
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tional destruction that awaited them, in this world 1-^ 
Did he not love even his murderers, when he raised 
his trembling voice to his Father in their behalf, say- 
ing, while in the cruel agonies of expiring nature-* 
" Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they 
do ? *' Tell me not, dear Sir, that Jesus will ever 
change his disposition from love to hatred — and his 
conduct towards his enemies, from heaven-born chart' 
ty, to hellish wrath and vengeance ! To be under the 
feet of Jesus, is the greatest blessing that the sinner can 
ever receive, short of immortal glory. And, as he 
must reign till all enemies are put under his feet, and 
death, the last enemy, forever destroyed, we conclude 
that the judgment day will continue, till *' all things 
shall be subdued unto him ; the Son himself be sub- 
ject unto him that put all things under him, that God 
may be all in all." Then will the •* mystery" of the 
general resurrection be unfolded to view — ** this mor- 
tal put on immortality — this corruption, incorruption.'* 
Then *« we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump" — the judg- 
ment day forever close, with the mediatorial reign of 
the Redeemer, and " every creature in heaven, and 
on earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them," shall be heard, saying, 
*• blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth on the throne and to the Lamb forever 

and ever." 

When you will lay before us your understanding of 

the «'day of judgment," and the evidences by which 
you think it can be supported, we will attend more 
particularly to the subject. Till then the foregoing 
answer to your question must suffice. 
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QUESTION NO. VII. 

" Is there any punishment after death ?'* 

In answer to this question, we beg leave to remark, 
that we do not believe that God will punish his chil- 
dren any xohere, according to the Methodist understan- 
ding of the word, for such punishment would prove 
him to be an unfeeling and revengeful tyrant^ whose 
cruelly as much exceeds that of a Nero as infinity ex- 
ceeds finity* 

If we have a right conception of your creed, you 
hold to divine punishment according to the modern 
and popular acceptation of the term — or in other 
words, as it is defined in our common dictionaries? 
viz. *' An infliction imposed in vengeance of a crime'' 
— or, a revengeful infliction of tortures upon the sinner^ 
without any reference to the ultimate good of the suf- 
ferer. In this sense of the word, we boldly afiirm, 
that our Heavenly Father will never punish his chil- 
dren either ^^a/ler^^ or before "death." His nature 
forbids it, for that nature is ** love.'' His attributes 
forbid it, for they are wisdom^ power and goodness. — 
Every modification of these attributes forbid it, be- 
cause it is inconsistent with jusitice, mercy and truth. 
Now, Sir, if you wish to oppose these several propo- 
sitions, the Universalist press is at your service. — 
Come, Br. Philmore^ present your ** strong argu- 
ments" in defence of the above view of punishment, 
and prove to us that God does not chastise us for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of his holiness ; that 
divine chastisement is not designed to produce the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, to. them who are e:;^ 
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crcised thereby ; that Grod tciil cast off forever, in 
your sense of the word ; that he toill not have cUl men 
to be saved ; that he does not work all things after the 
counsel of his own will ; that all who die in Adam 
ahail not be made alive in Christ ; that sin shall not be 
finished ; that death shall not be destroyed ; that sor- 
row and sighing shall not flee away ; that the devil 
and all his works shidl not be destroyed ; that every 
creature in heaven, and earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, shall not be heard to say, 
glory, and honori and power, be anto him. that sitteth 
upon the throne, &c. ; that Christ shall not see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied ; that God shall nol 
be all in all. Prove all this, brother, and we will re^ 
nouncc our present views, and become as sceptical as. 
you and many others seem to be. 

That God will punish the disobedient subjects of his 
moral government, all that they justly deserve, we 
have not only admitted, but clearly proved ; and this 
is more than you dare admit, without first making up 
your mind to ** leave the order,'' But, you must re- 
member that we understand the \ford punishment as it 
is defined in the 8cripiures ; and we would only re- 
mark here, that if mankind are not sufiiciently pun^ 
ishedi}efore death, they will be punished after death. 
But it is not for us to set bounds to infinite wisdom ^ 
power and goodness. It is enough for us to be as- 
sured that our Heavenly Father is a '* just God and a 
fifamW— that he will "visit our transgressions with 
a rod, and our iniquities with stripes ;'* but will not 
utterly take from us his loving kindness, nor suffer 
Us faithfulness to fail. (See Ps. Ixxxix. 32, 33.) 
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We havo not thought it necessary to go into a very 
labored, or cniical answer to the above question ; be- 
cause, it does not touch the great subject of difference 
bet\veen your system of faith, and ours. But if you 
wish to enter into a discussion of the all- important 
question whether all mankind will finally become holy 
and happy, or only a part of them, we have no ob- 
jection to trying the strength of argument with you:. 
Such a subject is certainly worthy of a candid and 
thorough investigation. If we are in an error we aie 
willing to be convinced of the fact. And if you are 
in. an error, God knows we should be happy in being 
the feeble instrument of your conversion. 

You will not look upon this as a challenge, but sim- 
ply in the light of a friendly desire of promoting, es- 
tablishing and defending the h^ih. Do not affect to 
consider us beneath your notice, for such affectation 
will not ** go down" so well with the public now as it 
formerly has. Before we close this article we would 
invite you to inform us what that text in Pro v. xi, 
31, means : ** Behold, the lighteous shall he recomj^en- 
sed in the EARTH: .much more the ipiched and the 
sinner .'" 

Let us hear from you, brother, as soon as possible, 
and be assured that no unkind feelings towards you 
are entertained bv me* 



QUESTION NO, VII L- 

^ *' Are all the wicked punished in this life ?" 

According to our understanding of the term all the 
wicked are punished in this life. Wickedness, never 

B 
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fails of producing rnisery wherever it exiists. And 
notwithstanding all who do wickedly in this world, are 
miserable in proportion to the amount of sin of which 
they are guilty, if it can be proved that men will com* 
mit sin in the future state, we are willing to admit 
that they will be miserable in that state. That all the 
wicked are miserable in this world in proportion to 
their sins, is a doctrine which the Scriptures fully sus- 
tain ; and if you. Sir, like many of your faith, see 
iit to question this proposition, you will be pleased to 
consult the following emphatic declarations of divine 
truth : Isa, Ivii. 20, 21. << But the wicked are like the 
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast 
up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked.'' Again; Prov. iii, S3. *'The curse 
of the Lord is in the house of the wicked." And 
again ; Prov. iv. 19. " The way of the wicked is as 
darkness ; they know not at what they stumble." 
Also ; Prov. xv. 6. " In the revenues of the wicked 
is trouble." Lastly ; " The way of transgressors is 
bard." 

Dare you, Sir^ after consulting these plain testimo- 
nies, to which many mare might be added, contend 
that the wicked are not punished in this life ? You 
will observe that the foregoing testimonies are all 
written in the present tense^ and no intimation is given 
that we may sin in this life, and aot suffer for it in this 
life. An apostle has said^ «* He that soweth to the flesh 
shall of the jhah reap corruptioru" Now, if we un- 
derstand this apostle correctly, his instructions go to 
show that we shall reap the harvest in the field where 
we sow the seed — or, to speak without, a figure, we 
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understand him as teaching his brethren the important 
doctrine, that sin and misery are inseparably connected 
— that sin is the cause of moral misery, and moral 
misery the effect o£ sin — that the effect is to be expe- 
rienced v>here the cause exists. That we cannot reap 
corrupiiony as a reward for sins committed here, in an 
incorruptible state, is evident to the weakest capacity ; 
and the nearer we view the connoxion between sin 
and its attendant consequences, the more careful we 
shall be to shun the first that we may avoid the last, 
I know. Sir, that the common doctrine would teach 
us all, that the more sin we commit, the happier we 
shall be ; that, were it notfor the terrible consequences 
which must await us in the future world, (if we do 
not repent before we die,) there would be no possible 
inducement to be virtuous and holy ! But Sir, 
such a sentiment would be more fit for the fancied 
inhabitants of your fabulous tartarus, than for human, 
social, moral and accountable beings. I admit that this 
is plain and strong language ; but it will be jus|;ified by 
every person in whose heart dwells the love of God. 
It is really chilling to an informed mind, to hear pro- 
fessors of religion boldly affirming, that if it were 
not for the fear of a future interminable hell, they 
would give an unrestrained license to every uuTuly 
passion and feast their depraved appetites upon the 
luxuries of transgression and iniquity. Are such 
persons converted 1 Do they love the things they once 
hated, and hate the things they once loved ] If so, as 
they now love sin so amazingly, that nothing but the 
fear of ceaseless damnation keeps them from intem'- 
perance, theft and murderi they must have hated libs' 
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fort they were converted. Hence, \htu' conversion 
rfeilders them "two fold more the children of gcfeen- 
na" than they were before ! From such conversions, 
good Lord, deliver us ! 

We seriously hope, Sir, that you will take this sub- 
ject into candid consideration — consult the divine ora- 
cles, and you must, we think, come to the rational 
conclusion, that sin and misery are inseparably joined 
together — that as long as we remain sinners we shall 
remain miserable — that the goodness of Godj and not 
the fear of hell^ leads men to repentance, and to the 
cheerful discharge of moral duty. The sooner we re» 
pent. Sir, and become servants of Gfbd, andlbvers of 
mankind, the sooner shall we feast upon the bread of 
Gt)d and drink of the pure water of everlasting life. 



QUESTION NO. IX. 

" Does Jesus Christ ever forgive sins in this life ?" 
To this question, we answer, yes; but you must un^- 
derstand that we make some distinction between for- 
giveness of sin and forgiveness of punishment. We 
read that *' Christ hath power on earth to forgive 
sins ;" but we no where read that he hath power on 
earth or in heaven to forgive deserved punishment. — 
It is not a little surprising that most religionists over- 
look this important distinction ; and we are astonished 
that you, Sir, a biblical student and a clergyman, who 
professes to make the Scriptures the man of your 
counsel, should not, ere this^ have perceived' that for- 
giveness of punishment is not a Bible doctrfne. In all 
your questions an allusion ia had to this very subject, 
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•nd you hkre seemed to ccMivey the ideft that deserved 
punishment may he arerted by faith and repentance. 
This fact has rendered it necessary for us to refer re- 
peatedly to this important error in your creed. You 
seem to be totally ignorant of this distinguishing arti- 
cle of our faith, that forgiveness applies to sin and 
not to deserved punishment. To forgive, in a Scrip- 
ture senf e, is io " cut off,'' to «* blot out," but is never 
in a single instance applied to punishment, in the Bi- 
ble. And we have shown you in our answers to your 
previous questions, that such an application of the 
term would set the Scriptures in direct opposition to 
themselves ! 

That Christ forgives, that is, cuts off, blots out sins 
in this world, by enlightening, reforming and purify- 
ing the hearts and lives of believers, is a doctrine to 
which we attach great importance, as it clearly exhib- 
its the design of Christ's mission. Fie came to <<save 
his people from their sins,'' not from deserved pun* 
ishment. This is a divine declaration, and is in ac- 
cordance with the purpose of God as declared by Mo- 
ses — **The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long-suflfering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity , 
and transgression, and sin, and that will by no means 
cle^r the guilty." 

We hope that you will deem this answer amply 
sufficient, until you are ready to show us that forgive- 
ness of sin, means remission of merited chastisement* 
We might enlarge much upon this subject, but we 
have no room ; and there is evidently no neeessity for 
80 doin^. Your quesl'on is fully, aad ^^\xW^ '^»sA. 



candidly answered, and we are ready and willing to 

meet any objection that can be oflRsred to the corrrct- 
ness of our conclusions. 



QUESTION No. X. 

"Are the sins of all men forgiven in this life 1" 

In our answer to your ninth question, we have en- 
deavored to show you that forgiveness is always, in 
the Scriptures, applied to siji^ and not to punishment 
We shall therefore answer the above question in ac- 
cordance with our own views of forgiveness, and not 
agreeably to yours. 

We have already remarked that Christ has power 
oil earth to forgive, that is, to take away, blot out, or 
destroy sin ; but that this power is confined to the 
earth, is more than we have ever conjtended for, it is 
more than any man can prove from, divine Revelatioi^k. 
We fully believe that Christ's mediatorial reign conj- 
menced at the destruction of Jerusalem, when he 
came in his kingdom, as. the rightful ruler and judge 
of the moral world, and that it will continue till sin is 
finished, transgression brought to a close, and all in- 
telligences in the universe perfectly reconciled to God 
and holiness. Thcn^ and not till then, will he deliver 
up the kingdom to the Father, and God be all in. all. 

This, sir, is the view which we entertain of Christ's 
moral government. And hence, you will perceive, 
that the forgiveness of sins, in our view of the case, is 
not wholly confined to this life. As we have before 
i^^marked^ if tbere are sinnqrs in, the future state,^ th^ 
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l^iBirdoning mercy of God, applied through the iostru- 
meatality of Christ can as well be granted there as 
here. Sin must be finished — transgression must come 
to an end— every knee must bow — every tongue must 
swear, saying, '< in the Lord have 1 righteousness and 
strength." The lost must be found — the deaf must 
bear — the dumb must sing — death must lose its sting, 
which is sin — the law must be fulfilled in every jot and 
tittle, and it requires that we love God supremely, and 
our fellow beings as ourselves. And this must be ef- 
fected through the mild and benevolent reign of Je- 
sus, the glorious mediator, if the divine word can be 
relied upon with safety. Hence, as a matter of course, 
we are encouraged to say, with the precursor of our 
Lord, ** Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away 

the sin of the world !'' 

The probability is, that you look upon the justice of 
God as decidedly opposed to the doctrine of universal 
reconciliation ; but permit me to assure you. Sir, that 
the system ef doctrine which you advocate, is ex- 
tremely well calculated to bring that glorious attri* 
bute of Deity into disrepute. You contend that the 
justice of God lequires the endless damnation of every 
sinner. You will admit that all men are sinners — not 
excepting your reverence ; and yet you believe that 
yourself and thousands of others will be saved — yes, 
saved from the demands of justice / If our Saviour 
spoke the truth when he said that ** not one jot or tit- 
tle of the law should fail till all was fulfilled,'' how in 
the name of reason can you be so sure that you and 
others will obtain the forgiveness of punishment and 
«oar to heaven ? 
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You will here undoubtedly contend that GkrUt au^* 
fered all the demands of justice in the room and stead 
of the sinner — hence, the sinner is forgiven, without 
suffering, and the innocent Jesus made to suffer in his 
place I But how will you reconcile such a sentiment 
with the divine testimony which says, '' The sou/ that 
si'nneth shall die :" and with many other similar dec- 
larations ? 

I should answer your questions more fully but I 

bate to talk to a dumb man. Come out and acknowl" 
edge your errors, or defend them — question the cor- 
rectness of my conclusions or admit them to be cor- 
rect. 



QUESTIONS No. XL & XIT. 

''Are any to be saved from their sins after death ? — Is there 
such a thing mentioned in the Scriptures as eternal damnation?" 

All that it becomes necessary for us to say in rela- 
tion tothe^r^^ of the above questions is, that it has 
received a sufficient answer in our remarks upon your 
tenth question ; at least, until you make an attempt 
to show us that our conclusions are erroneous. 

In answer to the second of the above questions we 
frankly answer in the affirmative. And what then f 
Have you the vanity to believe that this fact proves 
that the cruel dogma of endless misery is true ; or, 
that it disproves the consoling doctrine of impartial 
grace and universal salvation f You must be a dull 
scholar, indeed, if such are your honest conclusions. 
We will therefore endeavor to show you the error in- 
to whieh, as we charitably beiiere, your ignorance has 
involved you. 
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The phrase " eternal damnation'^ is once^ and but 
once used in all the Bible. This however, is sufficient 
to "overthrow our sentiments if it really means endless 
damnation. But we will try to show you, Sir,' that it 
has no such meaning* The teit to which you refer, 
is found in St Mark's gospel, iii, chapter, 28—30 ver- 
ses, inclusive. The whole text reads thus : "Verily, 
I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the 
sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shall blaspheme : But he that shall blaspheme against 
the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in dan- 
ger of eternal damnation : because they said, He hath 
an uncleati spirit/' The )3aralled texts you will find 
in Matt. xii. 31, 32 — and Luke xii. 10, which you will 
please turn to and examine for yourself. You will 
acknowledge that the three Evangelists wrote in di- 
rect reference to the same thing, and that notwith- 
standing the fact, that their phraseology is somewhat 
different, the sense of the three passages is precisely 
the same ; for if this is not the case, what dependence 
can be placed upon the divine word ? Having offered 
these few introductory remarks, for the purpose of 
bringing the subject properly before you, we shall 
now proceed to a brief examination of the subject 
about which you so earnestly inquire. 

We are fully aware. Sir, that the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, or " unpardonable sin,'' as it is general- 
ly called, has long been looked upon by the uninformed 
and credulous, as conclusive evidence of never-ending 
woe in a future state of conscious existence, and there- 
fore, we are by no meatis surprised. Sir, that i/ou 
should so consider it. But the great queatioa ^bA<^V4 
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be, " What is truth I" This question we shall en- 
deavor to answer, so far as the text under oonsider- 
ation is concerned, in accordance with Divine Rever 
lation, 

1st, then, That the Jews were guilty of the sin 
against the Holy Ghost, you will not deny; for the 
crime is directly charged upon them by our Savior. 
** Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit." 
Such being the fact, if the common sentiment be cor- 
rect, their endless damnation must have been irrevoca- 
bly sealed, and Jesus acted a very improper part, 
when he wept over their city and said <' ye shall not 
see me henceforth till ye shall say. Blessed is ho that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.'' Matt, xxiii. 39 — 
and also when he lifted his voice to heaven, while in 
the agonies of expiring nature, and said, Father for- 
give them, for they know not what they do." And 
again ; the Jews having committed this sini with what 
propriety couid our Savior have said to his disciples, 
"Go ye into aZ/the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature ?'* The preaching of the gospel was 
designed as a means of bringing those to whom it was 
preached, io rejpentance Sind faith in the Son of God ; 
and there certainly could have been no propriety in 
using means to effect an utter impossibility f 

The Apostles evidently received the doctrine they 
preached from their Lord and Master, together with; 
directions how and where to preach it. And Peter 
says, while addressing these same Jews, that God 
** commandeth all misn every where to repent." How 
could tbose Jews repent whose endlcsg ^e^dition was 
xmal^aby sealed? And where wae the propriety 
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ven had rendered impossi We ? 

Buft you lihdoiirbtedly believe that there are thou- 
WittdS even in the present day, who have committed 
the •* unpardonable sin," and can therefore, never be 
forgiven. But do you make any exceptions of this 
kind, when you call on sinners to repent and embrace 
religion 1 Do you not teach that any and every sin- 
ner may eomply with the requisitions of the gospel 
and be saved t Do you not tell them, in substance at 
l^Bt, that 

"While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest siuner may return ?" 

If such is the case, what do you mean by such encour- 
agements ? Do you believe it possible that one who is 
guilty of the sin of which we are speaking, and who, 
therefore, ^^hathnever forgiveness,'* can over-leap the 
boundaries of the divine decision, and force his way 
to heaven and happiness ? If this is not your opin- 
ion, then you are bound to circumscribe your invita- 
tions so that they shall embrace none but those who 
have avoided this heinous sin, or else admit that the 
commission of the sin does not foreclose the door of 
pardoning mercy. Which ever side of the question 
you take, be careful to maintain some degree of con- 
sistency, so that your readers and hearers will be en- 
abled to understand you. But 

2d. What are we to understand by the phrase " eter- 
nal damnation?" You will probably say that we 
are to understand it as meaning endless misery. But 
where do you find any evidence in support of this 
meaning ? We read of *' damnation" Ct^o^x^Sc^j '\a. 
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the Bible, and we will ufidertake to show you that It 
has been experienced in this world. See 1 Cor. xi. 
29— "For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,, 
eateth and drinketh damnpiion to himself," <J^c Again; 

I, Tim. V. 12,. where the Aposlle, speaking of certaip 
widows who began to cast off the love of Christ, rep- 
resents them as '* having damnation, because they 
have cast off their first faith.'' Here you will per- 
ceive, that the damnation spoken of was restricted to 
the then present time, having no reference to a future 
state. Damnation, condemnation and judgment, are 
perfectly synonimous terms in the original, and Jesus 
says, John iii. 18, ** He that believeth not is condemn- 
ed [or damned] already, because he hath not believed 
in the only begotten Son of God.'* See also Tit. iii. 

II, speaking of heretics : ** Knowing that he that is 
such, is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned [or 
damned] of himself." You will see from these cita- 
tions, that we are not compelled to leave this world 
before we can experience '^damnation.'' Having thus 
proved that mankind have been damned in this world, 
we would now invite you to prove that any will be 
damned in a future state of existence, even in a limi- 
ted sense. Remember, we do not say that such is not 
the case, but we should be pleased to see how you 
would go to work to prove it. The fact that sinners 
are in danger of ** damnation," and that they will be 
damned, we have never attempted to dispute, and 
probably never shall as long as we retain our senses. 
But, that " damnation" meani^ endless suffering, we 
l?ave never seen proved. 
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We will now furoish you with a lillle ** orthodox" 
authority in regard to the views which we have just 
advanced, lest you accuse us of heresy. In Rom. 
xiii. 2, we read, "Whosoever resisteth the power, re- 
sisteth the ordinance of God, and they that resist re- 
ceive damnation." Not shall receive it. This passage 
Dr. Mc Knight renders thus : "Wherefore, he who 
opposeth government, by disobeying its wholesome 
laws, or by attempting the lives of the governors, or 
by obstructing the due exercise of their office, resist- 
eth the ordinance of God, and they who do so shall 
be punished." Da, Clarke, your own favourite com-* 
mentator, and a late member of your own Church, 
gives the following note on the same text : "He who 
sits himself against the order of God — they who ob- 
stinately, and for no right reason, oppose the civil ru- 
ler, and strive to unsettle the constitution — shall be 
condemned, both by the letter and spirit of that con- 
stitution." Dr. Whitby agrees with the foregoing re- 
marks. So that, if we pay any attention to your own 
commentators, we are justified, not only in under- 
standing the term "damnation" to mean condemna- 
tion, or punishment, but in applying it to the concerns 
of time, and temporal chastisement. 

3d. But we are aware that you will plead, that the 
word "eternal,'' joined here with "damnation" 
proves the punishment to be endless, and therefore, 
we must offer a few remarks by way of explana- 
tion. 

It is then allowed that the whole force of the text 
rests upon the word "eternal.'' Let it here be ob-- 
served, in accordance with what we have before said, 
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He says again — ^^ ^either in thia world, &p.J 
Though I follow the cominoii translation, yet I am 
fully satisfied the meaning of the words is, neither 
in this dispensation, (to ivit, the Jewish,) nor in that 
which is to come (to wit, the Christian.) Olam habOf^ 
is a constant phrase for the times of the Messiah, in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. The sin here spoken of, ranks 
high in the catalogue of presumptuous sins, for which^ 
there was no forgiveness under the Mosaic dispensa* 
tion. See Num. xv. 30, 31— xxxv, 31 — Lev. xx. 
10 — 1 Sam. ii. 25. 

When our Lord says that such sin hath no forgive-^ 
ness, is he not to be understood as meaning that the 
crime shall be punished under the Christian dispensa- 
tion as it was under the Jewish — to wit, by the de- 
struction of the body 1 — And is not this the same* 
mentioned 1 John i. 7 — called there the sin unto death,^ 
that is, a sin that was to be punished by the death of 
the body, while mercy might be extended to the soul ? 
The punishment for blasphemy under the Jewish law, 
to which our Lord evidently aHudes, certainly did not 
extend to the damnation of the soul^ though the bodi^ 
was destroyed. Therefore, I think, that though there 
was no such forgiveness to be extended to this crime 
as to absolve the man from the punishment of tempo* 
rat death, yet on repentance, mercy might be extended 
to the soul — and every sin may be repented of and 
forgiven under the Gospel Dispensation.'' 

The foregoing quotation is fiom Dr. Adam Clarke, 
and it is in perfect accordance with the views which 
we have endeavored to inculcate in the present article. 
Hence you will forbear to pronounce us a heretic. 
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Let this text, then, be laid aside, and never again used 
as evidence of interminable torment So much for 
the'passage to which you allude. 

We have thus cheerfully endeavored to answer 
your 12 questions. Our answers are before the world. 
And although we have said but little iu comparison tS 
what we might have offered, still you will eajsily 
understand our meaning. And now, Sir, do you sup- 
pose that the Editors of the Methodist Advocate and 
Journal would condescend to answer fi« as many ques- 
tions through their columns ? If you are of opinion 
'that they would, please ascertain and give us notice 
to that effect, and they shs^U be forth-coming, immedi- 
ately. '* Do unto others as ye would that others 
should do unto you." This would be Christian-like — 
this is the way to discharge your duly. 

With our best wishes for your health, happiness 
and religious improvement through life, a happy disso- 
lution in the true faith, and a glorious immortality 
with a ransomed world, we leave the subject for the 
present. 

N. B. The foregoing ** answers" were given through the col- 
umns of a Universalist Periodical ; but the Rev. Questioner has 
never seen proper to srgnifj his dissatisfactidh ^th &em ; we 
have, therefore, coucladed that they must have met with his teerti 
approbation, at least We shall, however, at any time during our 
natural life« stand in readiness to attend, in the most respectful 
manner, to any exceptions he may be disposed to take, to the 
course we have pursued ; provided he will present them in a 
proper manner. We have ever felt it our duty to renounce our 
creed or defend it. 



SECTIOM If.- 

TWO MYSTERIES SOLVED. 

' CHAPTER I. 

I shall eodeavor, in this section, to explain to the 
SEitisf action of the reader, why it is that popular pro- 
fessed Christians, accuse Universalists of promulga- 
ting a destructive heresy, and treat them so unkindly 
and cruelly. And to prepare the way for the accom- 
plishment of this ultimate design, I shall first show 
why the Jews accused St. Paul of the same thing, 
and treated him in a similar manner. I have selected 
the folbwing passage of scripture as the foundation of 
my labori : — '^But this I confess unto thee, that 
after the* way which they call heresy, so worship I 
the God of my fathers ; believing all things which are 
written in the law and the Prophets. '^ Acts xxiv. 14. 

Tho reader must not be surprised at the lemaik, 
that the word heresy has long served as a very con.- 
venient term of reproach, particularly among those 
hot-headed Sectarians, who rashly sacrifice the inval- 
uable truths od^ divioe rovelatipa, at the towering al- 
tar of vain popularity and party interest ; and who 
ostensibly esteem it an unpardonable crime to enter- 
tain any mind, or encourage any principle, that is not 
in accordanoe with the popular and prevailing ''stan- 
dards" of religious faith and practice. It b a term, 
which, for many centuries, has been employed to dis- 
tinguish those who have successively seceded from the 
Tarious. '< standing orders" of religionists, who ha^e 



arrogated to themselves the appelation of '< orthodox'.' 
in different ages and sections of Christendom. We 
learn from the Apostolic History, that even the inspir- 
ed Teachers of Christianity and faithful followers of 
the Lamb, were maiiciously accused by the popular 
religionists of their day, with the crime of *« turn- 
ing the world upside down" by the promulgation of 
their destructive heresy : And I have often thought, 
and am still of the opinion, that if the humble and 
benevolent Savior of sinners, and his chosen Apos- 
tles, were permitted now to visit our world, and to 
pursue the same humble and charitable course of con- 
duct which characterized them when on earth ; and 
to preach the same liberal and impartial doctrine which 
anciently dropped like the dew of heaven upon the 
tender grass, from their guileless lips ; and to devote 
their holy lives again to the intellectual and moral im- 
provement and happiness of our wayward race, they 
would meet with a similar kindy and nearly the i^me 
degree of opposition and reckless persecution from 
professed Christians, that they did from the religious 
Jews, There is not the least degree of doubt, in my 
mind, that they would be loudly denounced from the 
press, the sacred desk, and the altar c^ devotion, as 
rank heretics ; their doctrine declared to be a destruc- 
tive delusion, and their persons and characters profes- 
sedly held in utter contempt, as objects for the poi; 
soned arrows of blind prejudice to be shot at I doubt 
not| that their sublime sentiments would be pompously 
pronounced grossly licentious ; their forbearing and 
friendly conduct towacds their fellow men, contempt- 
ible, servile and debasing in the extreme; and thftir 
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untiring labors of love, effectual means of promoting 
citrelessness, vice and infidelity ! 1 am very sure that 
they would be charged with rashly attempting to sub- 
vert the established forms of social and public worship 
— of striking a deadly blow at the very root of all 
true morality and piety, and of endeavoring to over-^ 
turn all the sacred and venerated institutions of true 
religion and virtue, that the world are now taught to 
reverence and defend. 

Friendly reader, do not allow yourself to suppose 
for a moment, that this view of things is the result of 
any unfriendly feeling which I entertain towards 
those who differ from me on subjects of religious faith; 
certainly not : it is forced upon me from a careful 
and candid consideration of several things which I 
must beg leave briefly to lay before you. 

The reasons which have irresistibly brought me to 
the above conclusion, are founded upon the honest be- 
lief, that the popular religion of the present day, so 
far at least as our own country is concerned, is, in 
substance, almost precisely the same as that which dis*> 
tinguished the oppose rs and persecutors of Christ and 
the Apostles, in the first century. We need no other, 
or better proof of this fact, than that which may be 
obtained by carefully, candidly and patiently examin 
ing the faithful descriptions which our Savior and his 
Apostles have kindly given us, of the religious sen- 
timents generally embraced and tenaciously defended 
by the ancient Jewish Church ; and comparing them 
with the religious views which obtain the preference at 

the present day, in our favored land of boasted lib* 
ertj. 
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*t)id not the religion of the petse(nrtidg Jews 
prompt its advocates and supporters to esteiem them-' 
selves the righteous, and exemplary, and peculiar ob- 
jects of the divine love and protection, to the everiiis- 
ting exclusion of all the woYld beside "? Did it hot in- 
duce them to censure, condemn aild persecute all who 
were not disposed to embrace their creed, worship at' 
their altar, and adopt their practices ? Did it not in- 
cite them to deFipise,defame and ridicule their more hum- 
ble, unpretending, and liberal neighbors ; and to as- 
sume Moses' seat, shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against the unpopular advocates and supporters of more 
charitable views, and to denounce eternal judgments 
upon their fellow men ? These facts, no well-inform- 
ed individual will deny. Now permit me respectfully 
to ask you, kind reader, if the prevailing and popular 
religion of ouf own limes, does not incite its zealous 
adherents to indulge the sanle feelings, and to pursue 
very nearly the same self-righteous, unqharitahle and 
oppressive coifrse towards those whc^rh they look upon 
as hereticsy infidels and candidates for endless perdition? 

Again— pid not the Jewish religion con^iist almost 
entirely of a routine of various ej^temdl and potn-' 
pobs forms, ceremonies and observances, while i5t 
over-looked and disregarded the weigntier mattery of 
the law, such' as jtidgment, rnercy and faith ? Who ' 
can deny this, and at the gfame tjme maintain a belief 
in the truth of the Bible ? Now, without intending . 
to give any offence, mi jr I qot ask if We do not clear- 
ly discbver the same general features in the 'Vortho- 

dox'' religion now so exfensrvQly prevatei^t arpori^ 

us ?■ " '•' . ' '■ '•■■•■■ ■ ■ ' 
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And agaior— Bid oot the religion of Ike Jewa hare 
a direct tendency to fill the minds of its votaries with 
excessire seli^nceit and superdlious pride, and to 
excite in them a spirit of exdusivenessy cold contempt^ 
affected scorn, and even rank hatred, towards all who 
gave countenance and encouragement to a more libe- 
ral, impartial and charitable system thao their own ? — 
Most certainly ! And now, reader, can you withhold 
your assent to the obvious fact, that the popular reli- 
gion of our own day, manifests very similar tenden- 
cies, and produces iBany similar ejects ? 

Onee mpre, and we will close this comparison and 
end the chapter^ Was not the Jewish religion, in its 
spirit and tendency, directly designed to delude the 
ipindfl of men, mislead the judgment, pervert the ex- 
alted principles of true reJigunif and bring into disre- 
pute and disgrace the doctrines and examples of the 
holy and blessed Redeemer ? This fact, no man m 
his senses, will, for a moment question. What then 
is the unavoidable conclusion ? It is Ibis ; that the 
popular religion of our own times, is not the religion 
of Jesus ; but a religion of human invention, handed 
down from the ancients by ** the Jaws of transmigra" 
lion^^* if I may so speak, and is calculated in its obvi- 
ous tendencies to promote self-righteousness and party 
seal, to the serious detriment of gospel truth, and the 
great injury of its honest and virtuous supporters. 

These reflections have forced upon4aiy mind the 
' firm and unavoidable conviction, that if Jesus and his 
Apostles should now visit the earth in person, and pur- 
sue the same impartial, huipble and charitable course 
which distinguished them in ancient times, they would 
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ttieet with very muoh tlie Mune tsestment from the le* 
iigioas community, tliat tkby met with from the Jewi, 
eightfsen hondred yeara ago. 
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Let U8 now inquixe ; irhat excited the religixms 
Jews to press forward in their untiring and detoraun^d 
l>er8eciition of St Fault tb9 authojt of the eenteiice 
which heads this article I The answer may be fouad 
in the fact, that he was engaged in proclaimini; and 
advocating tiiat which they denqmiB^Lted « fal^ doc- 
trine-— a destructiye delusion—^ fatal h^ety* But 
what did he preach and advocate t Did he endeavor 
Co bring into disrepute the Jewish Scriptures ? Did 
he deny the truth and authority of the Law and the 
Prophets, by which the Jews ttienipelves professed to 
be governed ? What does ha s^y in answer to the 
boisterous complaints alledged against him by )tis 
countrymen and heartless peraecntors f Let i^im an- 
swer for himself. Addre^si^g himself to Anani^iSy 
the High Priest, at whose tribunal he stood, he cala^y 
and respectfully says, ''For as much as I know that 
thou hast been for many years a Judge unto this na- 
tion, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself $ be- 
cause thou mayest understand that there are bat yet ' 
twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem to worship* 
And they neither found me in the temple disputing 
with any man, neither raising up the people, neither 
in the synagogue npr in the city. Neither can they 
prove the thlnga whexepf they accuse me. But this 
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' 1 oopfess unto itheoy. that nfter the way which they call 
Am^ to.wirs&i,) I Ifae. God df my fathers, believ- 
ing all things which are written in the Law and the 
Prophets." 

Here is a plain, unvarnished statement of the facts 
in the Apostle's case ;.and,we^shall soon see what was 
the head and front of his offending. He had neither 
^d or done any thing contrary to the Law and the 
Prophets, which the whole nation reverencedj or pro- 

"fessed to leverenoe, as the standards of their religioas 
belief and practice! Why, th^n, was he so loodiy 
accused of prdnftilgating a heresyj and so untiring>y 
"aad cruelly persecuted and abused 1 There may be 
a degree of mystery hatighig around the reader's mind 
in ' relation to this matter, which I will endeavor to 

• -solve ; and after doing so, I will apply the solution to 
a subject of still greater importance to the christian 
comitmntty, and much nearer home. 

That the Jewish Churah, in its origin and infancy, 
was peculiarly favored with a direct revelation of the 
character, purposes and perfections of Jehovah, is 
manifestly evident from the whole history of the Pa- 

'.4Harchal age. In the communicatiens of God to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, these truths relating to 
the Almighty, are clearly developed, as constituting 
the invaluable standard of their faith and conduct — 

-Acid the fathers of that nation, being thus enlightened 
with the direct rays of truth divine, walked with God 
in'the faithful .performance of all the important du- 
ties^ both civil and tnoral, that devolved upoa thorn. 

■ Tn the dhrine promise to Abraham, the Messiah's mis- 
Ision, its design And end, were fully declared, aud 
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have never been called in question by the Holy Proph-^ 
et3» Christy or the A{K>stles. St. Paid says* God, 
" preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, sayingt ^ 
in thee shaU all nations be blessed. '^ Purthoroiore ; ia 
the law given^to Moses, the ennobling principles of; 
true religion are clearly embraced. Look attb^ deea.- 
logue« or ten commandments. H^re, the. refined prin- 
ciples of true practical as well as theoretical religion*, 
are solemnly impressed upon the minds of the chosen, 
people to whom the law was given, and have ever, 
been advocated and defended by the lyeU instructed and^ 
faithful servants of God in every age, and under, 
every dispensation. That the/ai0, in its application, 
to Mosesi to Abraham, and tp those whom they were, 
commissioned to govern and instruct, embraced all: 
moral and practical virtues, such as love to God and; 
benevolence to man, honesty, truth and chanty, is toc^ 
plain to require an argument. la its support* TheOt; 
if we consult the Prophets^ we fiad them constantly; 
pointing to the promised Messiah-r«tl|e seed of Abra- 
ham, in tvhom all the families of the earth were to be 
blessedT— to the manner of his introduction into tha 

■ ' ' - - • * 

world — ^to the cruel tr^tment he would meet with-** 
to the establishmenl of his spiritual reign, and to tha 
glorious result of his efficient administration* That 
U^ language of the Prophets indicates a resurrectioa 
from the dead, and a universal and glprioiia immor- 
talitjt no one, J think, will quei^n, ^ho reads with 
attention their glowing and animating descriptions of 
the final result of the Messiah's reign and governr 
ment 

TlMis U 3vai heiieenr Hhat if the Jbwish Cbufoh^^had 
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never'depairted from the true spirit anrF principles idf 
their original religfous institdtions — if they had con- 
tinued to walk in the moral path whidh Infinite WU- 
dora had marked' out for them so kindly ; they would 
never have b^eh found erueifying their own Messiah, 
ahd brift^bg thieif false; maliciouis and cruel charges 
a'g;aitti9t the illiistrious Apostle. But they had depar- 
ted, widely,' wretchedly, from the spirit and principies 
of their original institutions — they had entirely lost 
sight of them ; hence they are= represented by their 
own true Prophets, as "a sinful natron ; a people la- 
den with nriquily ; a seed of evil doers ; children that 
are corruptei*s ;" as having forsaken the Lord and pro- 
voked the Holy One of Israel, and as having ** gone 
atwiay backward." God, by his faithful prophet, says 
unto them, '• je wiH re^lt more and more 5 the 
whole 'Head is sick-, and- the whole heart Is faint ; 
from the sole of the- foot even unto the head, thereis 
no -soundness in it,** &<i. 

• Thisbrief sketch tilearly indicates the general char- 
acter of the -Jewish OhUreh, for several centuries 
anterior to the advent of the-Messmh, as repeatedly 
glven'by thei r own venerable Prophets. And ou r Bar* 
rior fully confirms the trufb of the description" by 
denomiaatingthem ** Blind leaders of the blind, hy* 
poeriies^ a generation of vipers" — a people who hare 
** made v<^id the i(nff by their traditions, changed the 
glory of the inoorruptible Grod, into an image of cor- 
hipt^le man, and four-footed beasts, and crdepfng 
thingfli and worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator." 

• < This wais ihe'«iiar«ttef ^f thorn amuent Jewivh per- 



ii^ctitors who (fruelly charged St. Paul with piromulga- 
tio^ a blaspherhotm hereBy, and were resolutely bent 
on his eoadetrrnation and 'destruction.; and all forde*' 
daring *< none other things thcfn those trhich Moses, 
Abraham, the law, and the Prophets invariably taught; 
The reason^ therefore, why the religious Jews accused 
Paul of teaching and spreading a delusive heresy^ 
is rendered sijgicietitly plain — They had ao^entritd 
the sacred truths embraced in their original institu- 
tions, and backslidden so far from their spirit and in- 
tention, that when St. Paul declared in their hearing 
the divine sentiments of the law and the Prophets, 
they were astonii^hed at his doctrine, and' still more at 
his pre«timj>/^on— considered' him as introducing a neto 
and errontous system — a demoralizitig heresy of the 
blackest dye, and- forthwith determinedon his destruc- 
tion. We have heard- of persons under the influence 
of insanity, who have manifested the rankest hatred 
towards their nearest relatives and dearest friends ; but 
whether the Jews were tn^itne or not, nothing enraged 
them half so much^as the true sentiments of their own 
oiiginal standards of divine instruction, when brought 
before them by Jesus Christ aiKh his faithful Apostles. 



CHAPTE& III. . 



Having thus solved the mystery, why the Jews ^ 
cruelty persecuted St. Paul for preaching nothing but 
ihe sentiments embraced in their own law eLndprophr 
eUf we will now apply our solution to another sub- 
ject, tlnd one that comes nearer home, 
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It is well known thai #e, lui ViiitdrfaliiBidf hre sub- 
jected to ttOLuy triAlst perseoutions and calumniesi 
Bimply ia consequence of our religioua profession.-— 
Nothing is more common ihan for us to be confident- 
ly pronounced hereiieSf and acousedt privately and 
publicly^ of publishing and advocating a blasphemoos 
and licentious doctrine. And it ia well known that we 
endure all this from our Partialist brethren. By theniv 
we are k>oked upon in very much the same light that 
Paul was looked upon by his Jewish brethren. Then 
declare before Ananiasyj Uiat they *^ have found this 
maa a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among 
ihe peopky and a ringleader of the se.Qt of Nazarenes* 
that he has gone about to defile the temple^" d(c,--* 
This is very much the same language in which a Tear 
cher of Universalism is represented by his religious 
opposers. But what reason have they to acense ue of 
advocating a false— a licentious — a disgraceful doc- 
trinOf and of classing us with thelowest, mostdegrad^i 
and abandoned, of the community % The same reaaon 
that the Jews had for bridging similar charges, 
against the Apostles— dimply because our sentiments 
appear to them new and novel— too liberal and equali- 
zing, and above all, not in accordance with the pre- 
vailing views and feelings of the times. 

Our opposers profess to be Christians — to adopt the 
teachings of Christ and the Apostles as their standard 
of faith and practice, and to be zealously engaged in 
the service of iheir Lord and Master. All this it per- 
fectly proper and commendable. We profess the 
same, and yet they incesbantty oppose, msrepresent 
and calumniate us, and afiect to look upon us as InQ- 



:iilit|r and Uoei]ftiQU9De«8| a«d sHfQ'ciiQdidfHea fa^elld' 
: ie$a bu«niqg^. :,, ,jt . j. ; ••- • .. : 

-'■ a&w, under these circumstand€a» maf we not be 
allowed in our defence before the-. tribunal of the pub- 
. .liCf to put forth a plea son^thing .like' the one which 
the Apostle put forth when arraigned before the Jewish 
tribunal^and which is ccmtained ia the citation which 
stands at the head of this section %<^.. But this we con- 
fess unto you^ that after .the way which our oppoaers 
call heregy^ so worship we the Glod of our fathers, be- 
li^Ting nothing but what is contained in the obvious 
•teachings of Jesus. Oh rtst and the Holy Apostles. But 
' what are those prominent sentiments advocated by us, 
and which seem so much to enrage our Partialist breth- 
' ren, and excite their prejudice against us i We. will 
briefly state them, 6h€>wing at the same timd, their 
perfect accordance' with the teachings of our Divine 
'Master and the primitive heralds of the Cross. 

1. We believe in a God, whose nature is 7or«— love 
infinitei universal and immutable. The evidence 
which ^anctidns the correctness of thisarticlo of our 
faith, is found in 1 John v, chap; "Beloved, let os 
love one another ; for love is of God ;■ and every one 
that loveth, is born of- God, and knoweth Odd. Hi 
that loveth not, kao-weth not God ; [or God Ulovi.-^ 
In this was rhahifested the love of God 4o ward us, be- 
cause that God sent his only-beg« »tten Son into the 
world, that we niight live through him. -Herein is 
l<ft^^ hot that we loved Godj but that-he loved iSta, and 
^nt his Sontobe thepropititttiob for our sini.^' - Refe 
wd are fully jastifiod-in believioglhdt God is to vb^ in 



tto most perfbfll mmm of tlie word, lliat bki love k 
injimUy is iBvidentfrom the obvious and acknowledged 
fact, that God is an Infinite Being, and posseteed of 
no other than infinite attribates and periections. — 
This position, needs no further proof now, as it Is con- 
ceded by every class of our opposing brethren. That 
the love of God Is unwcr»al as v^ell as infinite, is ren- 
dered clearly certain from 1 John iv. 14. and Horn. ▼. 
8. In the first passage it is said ; ^* We have. seen, 
and do testify, that the Father sent the Son, to be the 
Samar of the world ;" and in the second it is said ; 
*' God commendeth his love towards us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners Christ died ' for us," &c. That 
the lovo of Grod is immukihle, as well as infinite and 
universal, we learn from Heb, 1 chap, ^'And thout 
Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the 
earth ; and the heavens are the work of thy hands,—* 
They shall perish, but thou remainest ; and they all 
shall was^oldas doth a garment; and as a vesture 
shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed ; 
but ihou art the 4Mime, and thy years shall not fail*" 
Again ; Inspiration declares of God ; that *^He is in 
one mind, and none caa turn him ; the sam^ yester* 
day, lo-day and forever." 

* *^. We believe that God will reuHxrd the virtuous 
and punish the vicious ; not conditionally, but posi- 
tively and infallibly. As our authority for this arti- 
cle of our faith, see Rom. ii. 9, 10, and 11, <* Trib- 
ulation and anguish upon every soul of man that do- 
eth evil, of t be Jew first, and also of the Gentile ; 
but gloryf honor,. and peace, to every nian that wor* 
keth good^For there is no respect of persona with 



MTSTKJUBf 53 

God • • * Who will render to every man according to 
his deeds.'' Again, Gal. vi : 8. " He that soweth 
to the fleshy shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but 
he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life 
everlasting." Again^ Prov. zi : 31. *' Behold the 
righteous shall be recompensed on the earth ; much 
more the wicked and the sinner." 

3. We believe that all divine punishment must, in 
the economy of Jehovah, result in the good of the 
punished. The testimony upon which we found this 
reasonable article of our faith, may be found in 
many parts of the divine Record, but particularly in 
Heb. xii. chap. '* We have Bad fathers of our flesh, 
who corrected us, and we gave them reverence ; shall 
we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of 
spirits and live ? For they, verily, for a few days 
chastised us after their own pleasure ; but he^ for our 
profit^ that we might be partakers of his holiness. — 
Now no chasteni&g for the present seemeth to be joy- 
oust but grevious ; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them that 
arc exercised thereby." • 

4. We believe that every man is rewarded accor- 
ding to his own personal character and conduct, wheth- 
er virtuous or vicious. This we believe, because oAr 
divine Master, when predicting the near approach of 
his second advent, and spiritual reign on the earth, 
expressly said, he would then ( ai the commencement 
and through the whole progress of his spiritual admin- 
istr^on on earth) reward every man according to his 
works ; see Mptt» zvi : 27 ; and because he again 
saysy ''Behold I come quickly f and my reward is 



In the preceding chapter, the reader has been fur- 
nished with the prominent sentiments which we cher- 
ish, fully helievey and delight to advocate and defend 
•—the sentiments which constitute the demoralizing 
heresy of which we are inyidiously and censoriously 
accused by the popular religious community. And I. 
appeal to the reader's unprejudiced judgment, whether 
they are not fully authorized by the instructions of 
Christ and the Apostles ^ And allowing that they 
are, is it not as great a mystery ^ why the popular mass 
of professed Christians, should now accuse us of ad- 
vocating an absurd and licentious heresy, as it is that 
the religious Jews should have accused the Apos- 
tles of the same thing, when they preached nothinjg 
that was not contained in their pwn 2au; and Prophets ? 
We have, I think, pretty clearly solved that mystery ; 
and we will now, according to promise, apply the so-^ 
lution to the mystery before us* 

Like the descendants from the ancient Patriarchs, 
the nominal Christian Church, has evidently wander* 
ed, step by step, from the original institutions of Chris- 
tianity, till it has become bewildered and lost in the 
mazy labyrinths of human inventions and mystical 
dogmas. One error after another, has been introdu- 
ced, as a pretended improvement, till but very little 
is now recognized, in the laborious creeds and profea- 
sions of faith, which are generally received, that bears 
any moral resemblance to the Gospel system, as 
taught by its illustrious founder and his primitive fol- 
lowers. What are the characteristic doctrines, now 
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geoernlly lieid tiue and [Bacxed bjr th^ gr^fit majp^iQr 
of professed Cbristiapa % W,o frill nama a few qjT tho 
moat promineat. They aie, 1. Tbat of the << Trini- 
ity ;" or three Qods in Mie God ; which teaches th^t«, 
while one is thirsting for Teqgeaisce^ the other two 
are filled with compassion, apd using every effort to 
protect the objects of his wrath^ from the demands of 
his vindictive justice. %. That of ** original sin ;" 
which teaches that all mankind isiniied ip Adapa^ par- 
take of his guilt, and come into the world under Xh^ 
curse of his tranagression and folly. 3. That pf <*iB- 
finite sin ;*^ which teaches that one of the snm}lest 
imaginable sinsy either of commisfsion or omission, u)ol-. 
repented of before deaths will sink the soul in irre- 
trievable and endless woe, while the amalgamated siAS 
of a whole world would do no more* 4. That of 
'* vicarious atonement ;'' which teacbes that, by 
repentance^ we may at any time, shift all our sins, be 
they few or many, great pr small, from our own souls^ 
upon the immaculate Jesus, and escape all punish- 
ment due to them, both in time and eternity. 5. 
That of "free agency ;*'* which teaches that every 
man possesses the power to thwart the whole design 
of Jehovah, both in his creation and redemption, and 
to force his own way up to heaven, or down to hell, as 
his ohpicc may chance to direct, 6. That of *' endless 
misery ;'^ which teacties that, notwithstanding God's 
hatred of sin, and strong desire to make all his off- 
spring holy and happy ; and notwithstanding tho wise, 
and benevolent, and powerful means which he has 
devised, to destroy sin and gratify his gracious de- 
sire ; yet he will in the.^nd, suffer an infinite disap- 
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pointment ia hoik regpects ; for sin will eternally elS^ 
fst, and misery never have an end ? 

These, gentle reader, are the present prominent 
sentiments embraced in all the popular relfgious sys- 
tems which prevail in our Hberal and en/rg-^tened coun- 
try. And now, in all charity and friendly feeling to- 
wards those whom I consider deceived, and in the 
shackles of error, permit me to ask, if any proper 
evidence in support of any one of- the above senti- 
ments, can be derived from the original standards oP 
Christianity ? If so, what becomes of those directly 
opposite sentiments, the scriptural truth of which, I 
have demonstrated, by an appeal to the teachings of 
Christ and the Apostles t Be assuri^d, dear reader, 
upon the honor of a friend to the human race, that I 
am prepared, had I time and room, to produce posi- 
tive testimony from the same exalted sources, directly 
to refute each and every one of the foregoing fashion- 
able doctrines. But I will close this chapter in order 
to make room for another, and the last. 



CHAFTBR V* 



From the foregoing expositions and remarks, it 
must I think, be seen, and acknowledged by the well- 
informed and unprejudiced, that the dominant religious 
sects in our land, are as blind to the original truths of 
Christianity, as the Jews were to the important doc- 
trines of the law and the Prophets ; and that they arc 
governed and directed in their religious principles and 
practices, in much the same manner— by the unfoun- 
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ded and vain traditions of the elders. This being the 
case, the mystery^ why ** orthodox'* Christians, oppose, 
persecute and despise ; misrepresent, defame and 
abuse, (Jniversalist Christians, is fully and clearly 
explained, and I humbly trust, to the satisfaction of 
every candid reader, who loves the truth and approba- 
tion of Heaven, more than the weak inventions and 
hypocritical praises of sinful men. 

And now, kind reader, permit mo to say to you, 
that the sublime and benevolent truths of primitive 
Christianity, are gaining ground — forced, unnatural 
and sel&sh applicatioos of the Sacred Scriptures, are 
losing the^f uDJust influence over the human mind— 
the visionary and mystified dogmas that have crept 
into the iustitutioqs of our holy religion, during the 
** dark ages'' of Popery and Priestcraft, are being 
gradually exposed and discarded ; and the fond hope 
b entertained, that the day is not far distant, when the 
Christian religion, in its primeval purity,' will again 
florish in the world, pouring its unclouded Ught and 
glory upon the various ranks and conditions of op- 
pressed and error-bound humanity. There is a re- 
deeming spirit abroad in the earth ^ a spirit of anx- 
ious and interested religious inquiry ; and the increas- 
ing light of Science is aiding and encouraging its ex- 
tension and industry ; and may heaven bless and 
prosper its elevating andeQOobiing influence, till Jew- 
ish traditions, Pags^n fables, and Popish superstitions, 
^ shall no more deceive the minds, corrupt the morals, 
blunt the sympathies, and alienate the affections of 
those who claim to be thd disciples of the me^k^^^^ 
humble, and foYbeatihg, tmd c3\ifA»^\Q ^«i^ ^ "^'^ 
Most High. ' . . • >i^ 
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The arguments and developments embraced in the 
foregoing chapters, may possibly be considered by 
some, unnecessarily severe in their application to the 
professedly Christian sects by which we are surroun- 
ded ; but be assured, dear reader, that no such thing 
has been intended. I would not intentionally and need- 
lessly, wound the feelings of any individual who may 
have embraced sentiments less liberal than my own. 
But it Is time to speak out plainly and pointedly upon 
this important subjoct. While we do so, however, we 
wish it distinctly understood that we entertam the most 
friendly feelings towards our misguided oppose rs and 
persecutors. We can exclaim in almost the identical 
language of St. Pauj, spoken in reference to his in- 
fatuated and persecuting Jewish brethren — " I could 
' wish myself accursed from Christ for my kinsmen ac- 
cording to the flesh, who ajrespiritual Israelites, and to 
whom pertaiqeth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the Gospel^ and the ser- 
vice of God, and the promises." And further — " My 
heart's desire and prayer to God for the Christiiin 
Church, is, that they might be saved ; for I bear them 
record that they have a zeal of God, but not according 
to knowledge : For they, being ignorant of God^s 
righteousness, and going about to estab lish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto 
the righteousness of God.*' And blessed be God, we 
have the divine assurance, that through the efficiency 
of redeeming gracQ, they shall all ultimately be saved 
wit}i an . everlas^ng, Falvation { for it is written — 

^^ God hath .eoacl\xiei them all in unbelief, that he 

' ' . • -jjt Jilt »- ' ♦■ 

might have mercy upon all.*' 



61 MYSTERIES EXPLAINED/ 

In conclusion, I would seriously recommend the 
reader's unprejudiced attentlpn^ to die following decla- 
rations of the great Apostle of the Gentiles. '* The 
wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is eter- 
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord ;'' Rom^ vi* 
23 : *< For as in Adam dU die ; even so in Cbust shall 
(Ul be made alive ;*' 1 Cor. xv. 22, " For the earnest 
expectation of the creation ♦ waiteth for the manifesr 
tation of the sons of God. For the creation was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason, of 
him who hath subjected the same in hope. ; because the 
creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 
of* corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, * * * Fori am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life^ nor Angels, nor principalities, nor powens, 
nor' things piresent, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord/' Rom. vili. 19-21 ; 38,' 39. In 
view of this glorious result of th^ Savior's reign and 
kingdom, I cannot but exclaim with the Apostte ; 
<' O ! the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of Gpd! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and, his 'ways past finding out! ♦ * * death ! 
where is thy stipg; O. grave ! where is thy victory T" 

* I foilavr tfa^ rendering which Dr. Adaii^ ClarkiB has given, of 
the Greek term rendered enature in'thia and the following verses. 






TEST OF DOCTRINE AND PRACTfOE. 

^'Rejoiceth npt in iniquity, but riejoicetl^ in the truth."' 1 Cor. xiii. 6. 

CHAPTER I. ~ 

Who or what is that, which rejoiceth not ia iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth ? By consulting'the prece- 
ding context, we shall learn that it is charity — that 
lovely principle which ** sufiereth long and is kind" 
-^which ** is not easily provoked" — which ** thinketh 
no evil"— which ** never faileth,'* and which rises in 
importance far superior to faith or hope. This is the 
heavenly principle that rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth ; and it is called '< the bond of 
perfectuess,'' without which, no other Christian grace 
or duty can find acceptance with God, whose nature 
^nd nanoe is love. 

No moral principle, ever imbibed and cherished hy 
the human mind, can be more pure, profitable, lovely, 
^nd exalted in its nature and eS^cts, than chanty. 
Without it, no individual can become a true practical 
Christian, let his pretensions and external appearan- 
ces be what they may ; neither can he enjoy the val- 
uable and unnumbered blessing/i) of that faith- which 
works by love an J pjisixjfies the heart, .and which was 
anciently delivered to the saints. But with it, light, 
and life, and joy, will spring vtp continually in every 
scene of misfortune, afikctien and sorrow, and the 
calm serenity of holy resignation and composure will 
pervade, and elevate, and happify the whole souL 
It is a moral principle which is as pure as the divine 
nature-'^^s i/aiversal as all the animate creation, in it« ^ 
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bemevoleni designs— ^and as lasting and immutable jm 

Such, rei^pected reitder, is the nature of* that tigiite* 

otiS principle which '^rejoiceth not in iniquity but re* 

joiceth in the truth ;" and is there a philanthrdphist in 

the wide world, who will withhold his hearty and sin- 
cere approbation from a moral principle so exalted, so 

refined, so godlike, and so pure ? No ; all sects, all 
(Masses, all denonoinations of religionists, must volun- 
taiity unite in o^toHing its intrinsic merits, applauding 
its benevolent exercise, and eulogizing its invaluablft 
worth, and beauty, and perfection. No wonder that 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles, while contemplating 
the three cardinal qualifications and moral graces of 
the true and faithful disciple of Christ, and summing 
up their respective importance, declares, *' Now abid- 
f.ihfailhy hopey charity ; these three, but the greatest of 
these is charity;^* for he well knew, from his own, 
past experience, that all tlie faith, and zeal, and exer* 
tions in the world, could avail nothing in the cause of 
religion, if charity were wanting. 

Having thus spoken definitely, though briefiy, in ref- 
lation to that exalted principle, which is said by an 
Apostle, to rejoice not in iniquity, but to. rejoice in the 
truth J we are now prepared to bring several religious 
and philosophical systems of faith and practice to this. 
iestf by comparing them with this principle of heaven* 
born charity. If, on trial, they will abide this te^t, we 
may be confidently assured, that they are every way 
worthy of universal acceptance, confidence and en- 
couragement. But if they will not abide this trial, 
we shall fi^el bound by ever^ thing dear in heo^veq 
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anid on earth ; by truth aad ooi^toienee, to feject theatf 
and cast them from us, as the worst and most mis* 
chievous of evils and destructive besetoients ; aed for- 
ever to discountenance and oppose tl^em* that \hey^ 
may mislead and prey upon the world no more.- 

While we pursue the object which we have proposed, 
however, we would not be thought unjust, censorioua 
or invidious by those who do not subscribe to our gen- 
eral views of religious truth $ for we would, by no 
means, unnecessarily and knowingly wound the sen? 
sibiiities of any individual who may read the follow^ 
ing chapters. We sincerely respect the persons and 
feelings of our brethren of every faith azKl creed, and 
would not wlshr, by any unreasonable or improper 
remarks, to excite their enmity, prejudices or ill-will 
towards us, or the doctrine we rejoioe in advocating ;^ 
for in such a course, charity would not rejoice, and 
hence, it would certainly be uncalled for and evil— it 
would be an uniogenuous course. But to prooeeol 
with the subject before us, we would remark, 

1. From the very morning of creation, there have 
been such things in the world as religious persecution^ 
intolerance and cruelty. And they have been sanc- 
tioned, justified and practiced, by those who have been 
looked up to by the great mass of mankind, as their 
spiritual fathers, instructors and exajmples. Yes, rea^ 
der, we may go back, in our reflections, to the sunny 
brightness and peace of ancient Eden, and there wo 
behold the family altar and the sacri^ce, as evidences 
of that religious nature, which man originally posses- 
sed, and that religious worship which mankind were 
thus early taught to practice and enjoy before theif 
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great and good Creator and Father. And ihere, too, 
in a short time after the creation of our first parents, 
we behold the sullen and morose Cain, filled with jeaN 
ousy, envy and persecuting wrath, towards, his in- 
offensive and unsuspecling brother ; raising the fatal 
weapon in cruel vengence, to put an end to his vir- 
tuous existence ; and all because the sacrifice of 
Abel was more acceptable to God than his. Could 
the holy and benevolent principle of charity have re- 
joiced in the exercise of such a barbarous spirit, and 
in such harsh and unfeeling conduct ? All will an- 
swer in the negative, without one moment's reflec- 
tion. 

But, in pursuing the subject, we may again contem- 
plate the rash and malevolent course pursued by King 
Saul, towards the youthful and generous David, who 
was never conscious of giving his sovereign the least 
provocation, and who, on sundry occasions, preserved 
his life when it was in his power to deprive him of it 
at once, and thereby gratify the spirit of retaliation 
and revenge, which, however, dwelt not in his youth- 
ful breast. They were both ostensibly engaged in 
maintaining the honor of God, ,and promoting the 
prosperity of the church and nation. But the conduct 
of Saul was guided by a religious zeal which partook 
largely of the spirit of persecution, intolerance and 
cruelty, and as it will be universally admitted, that 
his course of moral conduct did not harmonize with 
the principles of that charity which **thinketh no 
evil," it was iniquitons in the extreme, and justiy* 
meritied that seyere chastisement which it received 

from the hand of the Sovereign of the universe. This, 
all will admit. 



'6b And pftACTrciK. 

In discoursing farther upon this subject, we wouH 
tJirect th6 reader's atteAtion to the course of practice, 
so zealously pursued by the spiritual leaders of the 
nominai church, from the time of the first Council of 
Nice, (which was called for the purpose of framing a 
religious creed, and of adopting the most efficient 
means of defending and enforcing it,) to the Refor- 
TTiation under Martin Luther. During this Jong 
period of time, including about twelve hundred years, 
an ingenious system of intolerance, bloody per- 
secution, unholy tyranny and reckless cruelty ; a 
^ system which was altered, modified, and retised, from 
time to time, as the circumstances of the church 
were supposed to require, was kept in force by pains 
and penalties, Which must cause a thrill of horror 
and astonishment to pervade the souls of the reflec- 
ting and benevolent of every class and sect in Chris- 
tendom. 

The projector and nursing- father of the above sys- 
tem, was Constantino, surnamed the Great, who was a 
homicide after his conversion to the Christian faith, 
and a barbarous and blood-thirsty tyrant till his death. 
Under the influence of a religious system, originating 
from such a source, and perpetuated by such destruc- 
tive means, and enforced by the mighty energies of 
such a relentless and malignaiit spirit, what could be 
expected as the result, but a numberless list of cring- 
ing slaves and dying martyrs — crusades, inquisitions, 
. racks and tortures of the most horrid description 1 
Thipy reader, was the result, and base deception, 
poverty,, iniquity, imprisonment and death, spread 
iheJr appalVmg and sable banner over Ihe whole ex- 
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tent of the civilized world. And all tlus was impioua- 
\y denominated Christianity f and its legitimate fruits ! 
Hut, is there to be perceived in all thisf one particle 
of that benevolent principle of chanty^ which rejoices 
not in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth 1 By no 
means ! And yet, how many thousands there are^ 
even now, who reverence the above systems as the le- 
gitimate oOTspring of heaven, and the all-pervading 
essence of the religious perfection and glory of ^ the 
mother church'' — the " church of Christ !'* No won- 
der that the time alluded to, has since been called, by 
historians, the iron^ and leaden age ! But we must 
close this chapter, and pursue the subject still farther 
in the next, in which we shall show, that notwith- 
standing the Heformatioir and several other circum- 
stances, charily has as yet^ but very little reason to 
rejoice in the theories and practices of religious pro- 
fessors« 



CHAPTER II. 

In pursuing the subject embraced in these numbersi 
we remark : In the order of that Divine Providencey 
which ever watches over the destinies of frail and im- 
perfect man, with a vigihnteye, a bright star appeared 
in the moral horizon, the influence of whose extend- 
ing lustre, spread with the astonishing rapidity of light 
from the rising sun of natural day, and gradually dis- 
pelled the thickness of that darkness which had, fpr 
centuries, . so completely overspread the jreligioiis 
world. That star was the magnanimous ana val^ft^vk 
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Reformer, Martin Luther, who, becoming disgusftcd 
and pained to the very heart, at the excessive abuses 
which he witnessed, more particularly while on a 
visit, or mission, to Rome, and in pursuing the wii- 
tings of the unfortunate John Huss, who was inhu- 
manly burned at the stake, by the ecclesiastical coun- 
cir of Constance, in 1416, was compelled, by the forco 
of reason, humanity and conscience, publicly to re- 
nounce, and denounce, the reckless and extravagant 
absurdities of Popery. This gave rise to a vehement 
controversy, the result of which was, the excommuni- 
cation of Luther from the Roman Catholic Church, by 
the Pope. His reforming principles spread with the 
rapidity of thought, through Germany* He w.;s pro- 
tected, however, from Popish vengeance, by the Elec- 
tor of Saxony and other benevolent Princes, and long 
before his death, which took place in 1546, he had the 
satisfaction to see his doctrines takipg such deep root 
in the public mind, that no earthly power would b« 
able to eradicate or suppress them. 

But the constitution of human nature is such, that 
men will, too often, << choose darkness rather than 
light ;'' and it is evidently because their general con- 
duct tends to deeds characterized more with evil than 
with good : for, notwithstanding a reformation had 
been, in a good degree, effected, through the instru' 
mentality of Luther and his associates, and ihe 
shocking improprieties and errors of ** the mother 
church,^' in a great measure exposed, refuted, and 
overcome — notwithstanding the spirit of liberal and 
pure Christianity had began to exhibit its native ex- 
cellence and beauty, and assert its long suspended 
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* reigQ over the hearts and the consciences of men ; 
still, the pride and ambition of the human mind are 
such, that the deceptive allurements of self-interest, 
power and popularity, so far operated upon the adhe- 
rents to the Protestant cause, that but a few years of 
prosperity were permitted to pass away, before the 
secular arm must be thrown around the ecclesiasticlil 
establishments, to protect, encourage and strengthen 
them. And then, the nature, authority and accept- 
ance of the national and religious creed, were defined; ' 
sanctioned and enforced, by the king and his council, 
and liberty of conscience, of speech, of action, and of 
the press, effectually suppressed. Hence, the noble 
spirit of charity, which seemed to "Tejoice'' over the 
apparent downfall of ignorance and iniquity in the 
commencement of the Reformation, was soon dressed 
in the sable vestments of mourning, lamentation and 
sorrow, at the painful sight of that intolerance, bigot- 
ry, and superstitious unfeeling persecution, which 
compelled the oppressed and abused fathers of our 
beloved country, to hazard their fortunes and their 
lives upon the treacherous bosom of the expansive 
ocean, and to take up their abode in the then, howling 
and savage wilderness of America — and all, thai they 
might enjoy the natural right of governing their 
own domestic affairs, and worshipping God in a man- 
ner which their own consciences dictated, where 
no ruthless intruder could legally molest them, 
or menace them with banishment, imprisonment or 
death. 

Who, now, can believe, or would contend, that the 
eonduct of those religious characters alluded te in the 
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forei^oiog sketch, was dictated by, or was in accord^ 
ance witk, tHe spirit of that ** charity" which ** re-- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth'*— and 
th^t ** thinketh no evil" I We have now arrived al^ 
that part of our subject, wliere it becomes necessary 
that the above question should be candidly answered 
in the mind of every individual. But we will forbear 
to press the question, Cor there can be but one rational: 
answer to it, and it is this ; ^' No one will thus believe, 
or contend.'^ Yes, all voices in this favored land will 
, uiute harmoniously in reprobating in the strongest 
terms I the unfeeling, iniquitous and barbarious prac*' 
tices of those religious desperadoes, and legal-church 
supporters, both Catholics and Protestants, whose 
united mottot evidently was, 'Uhe end justifies tho 
means." 

The matter under consideration being thus far set- 
tled and disposed of, as we trust, to the satisfaction oF 
all, we will now proceed one step farther in the prog- 
ress of our humble design. We will now^ in. retro- 
spect, cross the Atlantic, and mingle for a few mo- 
ments with those venerable fathers, who were driven 
from their soil, their friends and their homes, by the 
detested intolerance and inhuman barbarity of their 
spiritual lords and task-masters. And we will also 
take' into consideration, the religious course pursued 
by those fathers and their decendants, down to the 
present time, so far as religion is concerned, with a 
view to ascertain whether the principle of that chari- 
ty which is the only true test of religious doctrine 
and practice, has been, and is, cherished and encour- 
nged among the religious inhabitants of our own fa- 
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yored and mnch-Ioved couotry. This eourae-oC pto* 
eedure will not be censured, nor objected loi, by. any 
reasonable person, who loves the troth better 'tfean 
error, and who would wish to promote virtoe. and dis- 
courage vice — ^w ho would extend the infhienee of elmi- 
ity, and check the spread of iniqoity— and Ihevefere, 
we shall not expect to incur the displeasure ot ill will 
of any of our respected readers. 

How was it with the Puritan fathers of Naw-Eng- 
I&nd ? Did they, in the exercise of their eceksiaati- 
eal functions, and in the discharge of what they con- 
ceive to be their religious duties, exhibit any -great de- 
gree more of that charity, which *^ rejoices not in in- 
iquity" than, was manifested towards them by their 
transatlantic persecutors-?- It is evident that they did 
not ; and the unmerciful and intolerant manner ia 
which they treated the Baptists and inoffensive Qua- 
kers, who could not be induced to.adopt the contract- 
ed creed of the Genevan reformer, and who were 
anxious to enjdjr the inalienable right of worshipping 
their God as seemed to them most consistent with the 
Scriptures, stands upon the historic •pago in indispU-- 
table attestation of the fact. They were crwel aad 
unrelenting in their persecuting zeal for -the ostensi- 
ble honor and glory of the Redeemer's kingdom, and 
they industriously practised those very enormittes, 
whicH they so much deprecated iand condemned- in 
their foreign religious and ecclesiastical tyrantj ! 

There is, however, one redeeming consideration in 
their case, and it should' not be overlooked, for they 
should certainly . receive all the credit due them.— 
They had been reared and educated und^r the [otent 
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nduooce^of a turbulent, hostile and persecatin^ spirit 
aadaii intolerant example; and therefore, their mo* 
IhreB in what they afterwards did, were evidently not' 
M cocruptand barbarous as their conduct would evince 
tbem to have been. But,, that their religious career 
was strangely inconsistent with the exalted and refined 
{mnciplos of Christian forbearance, benevolence and^ 
charity, it would be lank folly and presumption 4o io' 
ay or attempt to evade ; hence, it must be regarded ^ 
as ini^itous and disgraceful ! 

How Air, then, do we,. their descendants, imitate 
tboir uncharitable and intolerant exemnples? This 
<|ttestioii we will endeavor to answer in our next 
chapter. 

CHAPTER in. 

. We have jiist glanced at several circumstances iir- 
the history of that moral practice^ which infatuated re- 
ligionists have too frequently indulged* for the honor 
pf God and the good of mankind. And laaily^ we 
. have briefly ajjuded to the intolerant and exclusive 
couf^ of conduct pursued by our Puritan fathers of 
NeW'England. And, permit ui now to make the im- 
portant inquiry: How far do we, their descendants, 
imitate the iniquitous example of those we have allu- 
ded to T Are there any among us at the present day, 
who look with supercilious contempt upon their 
nei^bors of another creed 1 Are there any who 
withhold the hand of Christian fellowship from those 
whose raorat characters are unexceptionable, simply 
because they do not adopt the same religious viewa in 
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all tbair length and breadth ? Are there any,, whcs 
Nke the 8e]f-*rigbteous Jews of old, are determiaed td^ 
have no dealings with their Samaritan netghbouQ»-^* 
who misrepresedty slander and abuse those by whom 
^7 are surrounded, and who do not attend their 
church, support their minister, nor sanction with ejt- 
fHressions of approbation, their theories and exclusive 
eonversation and practices ? Are there any whose 
appearances indicate that they would cheerfully, and 
wantonly, and unceremoniously deprive others of the 
civU and religious privileges which our governBient 
guarantees to all its subjects, and trample into anni- 
hilation that clause in our national law which gives 
0tery individual the privilege of believing and wor- 
shipping according to the requirements of that moral 
S3r8tem of faith and practice which he considers most 
MBL accordance with the voice of reason and the teach<^ 
kigs of Divine Revelation ; and instead thereof, fas- 
ten a yoke of spiritual bondage and mental slavery up- 
on our necks, that neither they nor their fathers were 
able or willing to bear ? If there are any such mis- 
guided individuals among us, and they imagine them- 
selves governed by the true spirit of heavenly wis- 
dom and pure benevolence, are they not laboring 
tinder an egregious and ruinous mistake ? And are 
they not also in the daily practice of that, which they 
and their fathers so deeply lamented and heartily 
eondemr^d in their foreign inquisitors, task-masters, 
and ruthless tormentors ? Most assuredly they are, 
as a blind man would perceive. And it requires not 
the penetration of a Franklin to discover that such 
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things aro wholly inconsistent with (he exalted, and 
holy, and impartial principles of that Christian charity 
which' "rejoices not in iniquity " 

Charity, «s we have seen, is kind, forgiving, for- 
bearing, merciful, just, and unostentatious; it "be- 
iieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things, and never faileth.*' You may find a perfect 
exemplification of this greatest of Christian virtues 
in the patient lanib-Iike life, and impartial conduct of 
the Redeemer. "He went about doing good,*' con- 
versing with the illiterate, relieving the wants of the 
sorrowful and the distressed, associating "with pub* 
Hcans and sinners" for their improvement and moral 
good, and setting ** at liberty those that were bruised.'* 
YeS) and even upon the cross, his iitipartial kindness, 
forbearance and mercy did not forsake him ; he raised 
his voice in fervent prayer to his Father for the for- 
giveness of his unrelenting persecutors and cruel mur- 
derers \ 

Reader, here are examples of Christian conduct, 
• perfectly worthy of universal admiration and imita- 
tion ; and how united, prosperous and happy would 
the religious world be, were all to "go and do like- 
wise'^* The spirit of charity would then pervade 
every heart, and characterize every act — every feel- 
ing of the soul. Let us analyze the principles of 
moral conduct by which we are governed in our reli- 
gious career, with the special view of ascertaining 
whether we are in the pleasant path of wisdom* and 
virtue, or in the broad road of error, superstition and 
sin. It is important that we should immediately set 
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about this examinatioQi and purge ourselves of every 
propensity, desire and practice, that harmonizes no( 
with the triie spirit of primitive Christianity, as dis- 
played in the daily conduct of our Divine Master ; 
ever remembering that *' charity rejoices not in ini- 
quity** — but ** sufiereth long and is kind'* 

In concluding this- chapter, we would remark, that 
no system of religious theory can be of much, if any, 
benefit to the world of mankmd, unless it be reduced 
to practice. And, the more elevated and pure the 
system of religion which we embrace is, if it be not 
thus reduced to practiqe, the more criminal and cuLr 
pable is its professor and supporter. This sentiment 
is fully sanctioned by our Savior who says, "He 
that knoweth his master's will and doeth it not, shall 
be beaten with many stripes ; but he that knowelh 
not his master's will, and commitleth things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few/^ 

Reader, as ^' love is the fulfilling of the law" and 
** the end of the commandment is chariiy^^^ let us turn 
out the old leaven of the self-righteous and censorious 
Pharisee, walk in the light and life of that religion' 
which teaches us '* to do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly before God." Then will our days be 
spent in peace, and our exit from the shores of mor-^ 
tality be triumphant and glorious ! Then will char« 
Uy ** rejoice" in our lives and in our moral con- 
duct, and surround our heads with a halo of glory 
that shall never pas? away, or fade in its ineffable bril* 
liancy. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

Our next object in these numbers will be, to show 
what that " truth'' must be, which *' charity" rejoices 
HI ; for the text informs us, not only that it rejoices 
not ia iniquity^ but that it '* rejoices in the truih,^' la 
our foregoing observations upon the subject, of those 
things in which charity can never rejoice, we hare 
confined our remarks to moral practices; and this 
course was deemed advisable as we were treating upon 
that part of the text which says, that charity •* rejoi- 
ceth not in iniquity'' We shall now speak more par-- 
ticularly of moral theories j as it will be our design in 
what follows, to determine from the test, or rule laidL 
dpwn above, which, out of the several moral systems 
inculcated and defended among us, is founded in Di-^ 
vine ** Truth." And it may be well to observe here^, 
that the truth, alluded to in the text, is to be undeir- 
stood in the light of moral or religious truth. 

And now, while we proceed with our remarks and 
illustrations, the reader will be careful to remember 
the nature of that charity which is to serve as the 
grand test by which to try the systems which we shall 
bring forward ; else our labor will be lost, and error 
will triumph over that truth which maketh free. — 
And furthei, ;. he will not forget, that any system of, 
religion or philosophy, in which charity does not re- 
joice, should not be received as a. sys*em of **tiuth ;" 
for charity ** rejoiceth in the truth," and in. nothing 
less or more. 

1. There is a religious system in existence among 
us, that lays strong and very high claims to popular 
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Taror, as well as divine origin and authority — a sys- 
tem which teaches, among many other corresponding 
things, that thousands, nay, miilions of the human 
family, who are acknowledged to be the offspring of 
God, and to have been created in his image, wiH ulti- 
mately be doomed by the God who made them, and 
the Savior who suffered and died upon the cross to 
redeem and savo them, to suffer infinitely and end- 
lessly under the unabatiog influence of divine wrath 
and fury — that Jehovah fully and perfectly knew 
when he made them, and Jesus when he gave himself 
for them, that, through the instrumentality of that 
moral agency which characterizes their nature, this 
would be their horrible and inevitable end. This ter- 
rific notion is, without doubt, honestly embraced by 
the great majority of professed Christians ; and they 
evidently recognized it as being founded upon and 
firmly established in the revealed truth of Heaven.— 
And we would, by no means, call in question the mo- 
tives, or the moral characters of those who unfortu- 
nately adopt and labor to promulgate this fearful and 
cruel sentiment ; for among them we might number 
many of the most worthy, and respectable, and be- 
nevolent members of society around us. But the 
great and momentous question is, does charity^ that 
endearing, impartial and universal principle of '* peace 
on earth and good will towards men,'^ really ** re- 
joice*' in the prospect of such a painful result of the 
divine economy, or in the nature of that supposed 
*Mruth" which embraces such a heart-rending catas^ 
trophe ? 
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That we may not be accnsedy faowever, of treating 
the subject unfairly or unjustly, we will present the 
popular sentiment alluded to in the precise language 
of one of its first and most renowned advocates and 
defenders. We allude to the celebrated TertuUian, 
who flourished in the commencement of the 3d centu- 
ty. And that the doctrine in question is decidedly op^ 
posed to the principle and the exercise of charity, ip 
sufficiently demonstrated in the feelings which must 
have drawn forth the language which we are about to 
present from the writings of this gigantic defender of 
the supposed Christian faith* Here follows the para- 
graph in question: 

In allusion to the Pagans and their religious vrox^ 
ship and conduct, he says — " You are fond of your 
spectacles. There are other spectacles — that day 
disbelieved, derided by the nations— that last arid eter- 
nal day of judgment, when all ages shall be swal^ 
lowed up in one conflagration — what a variety of 
spectacles shall then appear ! How shall I admire I 
how laugh ! how exult ! when I behold so many kings, 
worshipped as gods in heaven, together with Jove him- 
self, groaning in the lowest abyss of darkness ! — so 
many magistrates, who persecuted the name of the 
Lord, liquifying in fiercer flames than they ever kin- 
dled against Christians ! so many sage philosophers, 
blushing in raging fire, with their scholar? whom they 
persuaded to despise God, and disbelieve the resur- 
rection ! — and so many poets, shuddering before the 
tribunai, not of Rhadamanthus, not of Minos, but of 
the disbelieved Christ ! Then shall we hear the tra- 
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gedians more tuneful under their own sufferings — then 
shall we see the .players more sprightly amidst. the 
flames— the charioteer all red hot in his burning car, 
and the wrestlers hurle(), not upon the accustomed list, 
but on a plain of fire ! !" 

Such, reader, is the relish with which the religiou8(i) 
spirit of the piou8{'i) Tertuliian dwelJs upon the im- 
mortal miseries of the " damned in hell." And who, 
that has not a heart of adamant, can suppose for a 
moment, that he penned the above paragraph under 
4he influence of that charity which " endureth all 
things," and thinketh no evil" — -which **rejoiceth not 
jjn iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth"! If he had 
possessed the mild and God-like soul and feelings of 
him who loved his enemies and prayed for his nour- 
derers on the cross, could he have been inclined to 
laughf admire^ and exult in the horrible prospect of the 
ceaseless torments of those ignorant heathens, who 
believed no less in endless woe than he did, and whose 
moral feelings could not have been more r/mcorous 
and reckless towards him, than his were towards them ? 
O, no, it would have been impossible ! He would, 
in imitation of Jesus, have loved those who hated 
him, and prayed for the divine blessing to rest upon 
those who despitofully used and persecuted him.— • 
He would have happily realized that love, and not 
hatred, was the fulfilling of the law of God, and hoped 
for- their conversion, while he labored to accom- 
plish it. 

Suppose, dear reader, that you were doomed in the 
divine mind and economy, as the ultimate result of 
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that <' i>ee agency/ which is so much hoasted of hi 
th^se days, to take up your unalterable and endless 
abode, and writhe, and groan in unutterable agony, 
in that fancied ** lake" whose eansumng flames shall 
continue endlessly raging, and yet, never consume or 
destroy your soul ! If such an event should erer be 
realized by you, all will readily acknowledge that it 
was from all eternity embraced in the truth of God* 
Now suppose that this awful truth were fully revealed, 
not only to you, but to your neighbors also ; would 
you conskier those around you, who were made ac- 
quainted with this eternal <* truth,'' and who should at 
once unite in laughing^ exvsHmg and rejoicing in pros- 
pect of its accomplishmenit,^ as «ctin^ under the influ- 
ence of that charity which ''rejoiceth in the truth" 
and'^' thinketh no evil"t Utterly impossible ! You 
would consider yourself surrounded by a collection of 
<< nmoNs" from the pit of that << hdP which you an- 
ticipate as your finai residence ! Then you cannot 
rationally suppose that such a doom awaits any hu- 
man being ; for the same argument that will apply ia 
your case, would apply with equal force and justice, 
in m^ and everjf case* And further — ^if such a doom 
ioti await any individual of the human race, HM 
doom was *' truth" from^ all eternity, and if charity 
**rejoiceth in the truth," as our text declares, then 
charity must rejoice in the prospect of such a doom ! 
l^bis would surely transform the benevolent and ado- 
rable principle of charity into those disgusting and 
disgraceful monsters, malecoUnce and crtfe%/ than 
whAch nothing could be farther from the true spirit of 
/>lMJanibrophy and pure Christianity, 
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t 

It may be pretty clearly seen from the foregoing 
remarks which are cofitaioed ia our previous chap- 
ters, that t^'croel sentimeiit of infermfaiable suifer- 
itig, is wbdly inconsistent with divine truth, from the 
simple fact, which must be admitted by every ration- 
al and informed mind, that the exalted and refined 
principle of charity can never rejoice in the unend- 
ing miseries which the doctrine in question contem- 
plates. 

Before we leave this part of our subject, however, 
we will notice the language of a more modern divine 
relative to the sentiment in question. I allude to the 
celebrated Saurin. In a sermon on Rev. xiv. 11", he 
says : ** Tiie Holy Spirit conducts us to-day in a road 
different from that in which he formerly led the He- 
brews ; and, to address you properly, we must 
change the order of St. Paul's words, and say, * Ye 
are not come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem : but ye are 
♦ • ♦ • come unto a burning fire^ unto blackness, 
and darkness, and tempest.' We are going to place 
before your eyes ttemii'ii with its abysses, the fiery 
lake with its flames, devils with their rage, and hell 
with its horrors." No wonder that Saurin was un- 
der the necessity of tfansposiog both the language 
and sentiments of St. Paul, in his attempts to portray 
the flames and horrors of bis imaginary hell ; but 
it M a little surprising that he should have the frank- 
ness to aeknowle^e that he wa9 under thi^ Vkft0Qftw&c) 
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of "changing the ordej of St. PauFs words," (&c.f 
in order to enforce the doctrine he wished to promul- 
gate. 
But he proceeds : " Great God ! suspend for a few 

moments the sinall slill voice of thy gospel ! 1 Kings 
xix. 12. For a few moments let not this auditory hear 
the church shouting Grace, grace unto it ! Zech. iv. 7. 
Let the blessed angels that assist in our assemblies, 
for a while leave us to attend to the miseries of the 
damned/ I speak literally;! wish those miseiable 
beings could show you for a moment the weight of 
their chains, the voracity of their, flames, the stench 
of their smoke f Happy ! if struck with these fright- 
ful objects, we imbibe a holy horror, and henceforth 
oppose against all our temptations the words of our 
text, * The smoke of their torment ascendeth up for- 
ever and ever.' ^ 

I have thus given from Tertullian and Saurin an 
outline of the doctrine under examination ; and what 
individual can suppose for a moment that such reli- 
gious views are in accordance with that charity which 
"rejoiceih in the truth"? Even Saurin himself, in 
order to preach the sentiment, perverts the Scriptures, 
and acknowledges that he is under the necessity of 
laying aside the ** gospel of God's grace,'' in pre- 
paring himself to preach it, and fiis congregation to 

hear it. 

But we will dif miss this part of oui* subject, by sim- 
ply remarking, that, as charity can never rejoice in 
such a sentiment, it is manifestly inconsistent with, 
and altogether contrary to " the truth," for •* charity 
rejoieeth in truth?* 
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But there is another system, that is by many, sup- 
posed to be consistent with the moral fitness of things, 
and which, as we fully believe, derived its existence 
from the manifest absurdities unjustly palmed upon 
the Christian Religion by those who have perverted 
its principles and clothed its teachings in the sulphu- 
reous vestments of wrath, malignity and falsehood,— 
The freezing and gloomy system to which we now 
allude, teaches the total extinction of all conscious 
existence in the dissolution of the corporeal frame — 
that when the organization becomes deranged, or decay- 
ed, the mind at once ceases and remains forever extinct. 
This system as well as the foregoing, is believed in 
and advocated by many of the most worthy and up- 
right individuals that we have among us. We do not, 
therefore, question their motives or their sincerity ; 
but wo do seriously question the correctness of their 
views of moFal truth.. And we question it upon the 
rational ground, that the bene voleisl : and philanthro- 
pic principle of love, .01 charity^ can never rejoice in 
such a painful resuU of the divine economy. We all 
have more or less of this divine principle incorporated 
into our moral natures and constitutions. And it is 
this which causes us to shudder at the intruding 
thought, that rwhea we follow our dearest friends and 
relatives to the di»eary grave, and consign them to the 
society of corruption and worms, they are perished 
forever, and shall • never live again— that we shall 
never see them. more, nor enjoy their hapity society. 
From this and many other corresponding considera- 
tions, we h^ve abundant reasons to discard the &^%^^QiCE>.^ 
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as untrue and unprofitable^ and directly calculated to 
crush all the fond hopes and anticipations of future 
life and bliss, without which, charity would receive no 
nourishment from the unalterable truth of God^ and be 
left to perish with its own exercise, as it is morally 
certain that the charity of which we are speaking, and 
which we have selected as the grand test of doctrine 
and practice, can never '^ rejoice'^ in the annihilation 
of conscious existence, which such a philosophical sys- 
tem holds forth as " ttuth." 

A continuation of the lives of those we love, I hesi- 
tate not to assert, is the ardent desire of all intelli- 
gent nature ; and it is a charitable feeling which 
prompts and nourishes this worthy desire. Charity, 
therefore, cannot rejoice in contemplation of an end 
which thwarts its own ardent desires and eternally 
prevents their accomplishment ; for then would char- 
ity act in direct opposition to its own nature, and cease 
to be charily. Now, a system which teaches the to- 
tal annihilation of conscious being, certainly destroys 
the fondest anticipations and exercises of that heaven- 
ly principle of charity, against which, as the most ex- 
alted principle of human nature, even the skeptic 
dare nof open his mouth. 

We are wriing to admit, that anniliilation is alto- 
gether preferable to ceaseless damnation, and this is 
evidently the main reason why somany turn the dan- 
gerous somerset from the system which teaches the 
last, to that which teaches the first. But we could 
heartily wish that every skeptic would search diligent- 
ly with a view to find a medium course which would 
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justify him in belie viag the truth in which charir 
ty exults and rejoices — *' Ye shall believe the timtk^ 
and the truth shall make you free'' — free from doubts 
— free from fears — free from destructive errors !— 
This is what all desire, it is what all need — then why 
should we any longer **Fpend our money for that 
which is not bread, and our labos for that which 
satisfieth not?" ** Come .now and let us reason to- 
gether, saith the Xiord.'^ Truth is above all things 
desirable ; and thank God, we are furnished with 
a touchstone which will infallibly guide us in our 
search for it — we allude to the principle of heavenly 
charity. ♦ 

When we find a system of theology in which 
this principle can really rojoice, in contemplation of 
all its parts and particulars, you may rest assured 
that there is nothing in it contrary to the truth of 
Go4 



CHAPTER VI. 

In the foregoing chapters, we have briefly examined 
the popular course of conduct pursued by religionists 
in their spiritual zeal for the promotion and defence 
of what they are pleased to call religion ; and so far 
as its practical tendency is concerned, iniquity, intol- 
erance and cruelly, have ever been the rosult, from 
the days of Cain up to the present time. Hence, by 
the rule laid down in the first part of our test, it is 
.perfectly safe to conclude that those numerous sys- 
tems of religion, which have generally obtained among 
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mankind, are wretchedly defective^ and palpably in* 
consistent with the true principles of Christianity f 
for charily^ which is *' the end of the commandment," 
and on which <* hang ail the law and the prophets/' 
** rejoiceth not in iniquity." We have also briefly 
examined the characteristic features of two moral 
systems, which ever have been, and still : are, most 
commonly embraced throughout Christendom ; and 
by the doctrinal test wliich is embraced in the second 
part of our text, we h5ave seen- that thby- are both foun- 
ded in error, as they are directly calculated to fill the 
benevolent soul with grief, lamentation and sorrow, 
rather than juy and consolation. ; which ftict, clearly 
proves, that those systems which exhibit the features 
alluded to, are unfounded in the ^Mruth'' of God; lor 
charity * ^rejoiceth in the iruih*'^ Here, then, we leave 
those things of which we have spoken. 

But there is a religious doctrine revealed in the Bi- 
ble which we have not yet brought to the test estab- 
lished in our text — one which has never obtained a 
very great degree of popularity in the worlds although 
it was revealed to man in the very morning of creation. 
We will proceed to state some few of the most prom- 
inent features of this doctrine, and then bring it to the 
ttai. And if any thing in which this doctrine can re- 
sult, proves to be incompatible withvthe exalted princi- 
ple of ** charity ^^^ then cast it ' *< to the moles and the 
bats," and raise the cry of'* heresy ! licentiousness ! 
and damnable delusion^' against it ! But, on the con- 
trary, if, in every view we can take of it, it proves to 
be a theme in which charity the most pure, can *^ re- 
joice," then let it be received, cheHshed, supported 
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aad practised as ** the truth" of Heaven — the elevator 
and purifier of the human mind* 

The religious system to which \vc now allude, teach- 
eS) ly the love of God to all mankind ; 2, that God b 
the Father of all ; 3, that all men are brethren ; 4| that| 
He had a definite design in the creation of man ; 5, 
that that design was in accordance with the purity of 
his naturoi and will cever be thwarted, but will be 
fully and perfectly executed ; 6, that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of Gcd — the head of every man, and the Sa- 
vior of the world ; 7, that all power was given into 
his hand for the express purpose of accomplishing, as 
a mediator, the will of God, which is, that all men 
shoul<^e saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth ; 8, that the wicked shall be duly and equitably 
chastised for all their sins, and the virtuous rewarded 
for all their labors ; 9, that ultimately, sin shall be fin- 
ished, transgression come to an end, death of every 
kind be efiectually destroyed, Jesus the Savior of the 
world, see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied, 
every knee be brouglit to bow, and every tongue to 
swear, saying. In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength ; 10, ihat all who die in the earthly, nature 
shall be made alive in the heavenly nature, God be- 
come all in all, and mortality be swallowed up of life 
and unchanging, undecaying perfection and bliss.— 
Yes — this system teaches, that God is infinitely wise 
to contrive, infiiiitely powerful to execute, and infi- 
nitely benevolent and good'in the adaptation of means 
to ends and ends to means — that he is just to punish, 
and mei'cifttl to save — wise to plan» and potce^-fttl to 
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exeeule. The wisdom of God '< 13 first puroi then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of 
meroy and good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocrisy.'' James iiL 17.. The several parts^ 0^ 
that stupendous plan of creation, providence, redemp* 
tioo and salvation, were contrived, so to speak, in 
thi$ wisdom. Hence, in their execution, every thing 
must result in perfect conformity with the principles 
of infinite mpartiality and mercy* All these respec* 
tive parts of the divine economy^ and the execution 
of them, must harmonize with the divine natuce of 
that Deaignery whose name is Looe. Love and charity 
are the sanie in their substance and exercise. Hence,, 
nothing can transpire in the progress of the 4^vine 
economy, which, when properly understood in its 
connexion, purpose and result, will not f6rm a sufor 
ject in which charity can *< rejoice," and' reason' ap« 
prove the end declared from the beginning. But, on 
the contrary, every part of Heaven's purpose, rela. 
ting to man, will constitute a theme for the joy and 
transport of angels, the spirits of the just, and the 
whole purchased possession of Christ, the Savior of 
the world.* 

1 . Is it a truth, that God^s design in giving man 
existence, was, to place him in a state of trial ; (giv* 
ing him moral and physical powers to exercise ;) and 
to treat him as a moril and active agent, a«d by such 
means to manifest to him the perfection of the divine 
nature, and by a systematic process,, and by degrees, 
to fit and prepare him for the ineffable joys of immor- 
tal perfection and glory t If this is the case, which 
nppoarf evident from the. divine word, cannot charity 
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" regoice'^ in sudi a ** truth V^ Ifes, and it could re- 
joice in nothing short of Ihis ! 

2. Is it a tnUhf that man, as a moral agenti ren- 
ders himself deserving of divine chastisement ; that 
the just infliction of such chastisement is designed for 
his moral improvementy and willy in the end, produce 
** the peaceable fruits of righteousness ;" that the jus- 
tice which inflicts the stripes, and the mercy that 
approves the infliction, have both the ultimate good 
<of the criminal in view ? If it is, cannot, nay, 
vfiU not charity '< rejoice" in such a << truth V^ Most 
'Cevtftinly^ and no one can rationally deny the conclu- 
sion I 

-S. 4p it a irtUkf tluit Christ is the true Messiah — 
that he ** gave himself a ransom for all,'' that he 
might bring them to God and to happiness<-«4hat ** he 
shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied''-— 
thftt through divinb grace, (not of works,) this mor^ 
tal shall put on inmK>rtality,this weakness, power; this 
dishonor, glory; and all shall ultimately become ^'equal 
with the angels of God," die no more, but be children 
of God, being children of the resurrection — that death 
shall lose its sting, sin its captives, and the grave its 
victory, and God be all in all I If so, who would not 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and glorious, in view of 
such a truth ? 

The syMem which we have I&st considered, is, we 
bdieve, worthy of all acceptance. It is not only 
based upon the nature and perfections of God, but it^ 
is "full of meircy" and "without partiality/'— 
Wherever it is cordially and really -embraced as a 
system of faith and practice, it fills tha ii^\^ ^"^i^ 
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gratitude to God, and universal love to man. It rec- 
onciles the afHictcd to their lot, inspires the prosperous 
with humihty, and infuses a spirit of brotherly af- 
fection through the heart. It teaches men to love 
God because he first loved them — to love mankind 
because they are brethien, and to love virtue for vir- 
tue*8 sake ! 

We might enlarge greatly upon this subject ; but 
we will forbear. In conclusion, however, we would 
Bay, Examine this doctrine in all its parts, and if you 
find any thing in it, in which '* charity" cannot "re- 
joice,^' reject it. But if not, then receive it, and cher- 
ish it, and 'practice it, as the " truih'^ of God ; always 
remembering that *< charity rejoiceth not in iniquity, 

but REJOICETH in THE TRUTH.'' 
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l^HE CHRISTIAN MORAUST. 

- ^' TreamirM -of wieindneBi profit wNliiiig.^'^SoLOXoir* 

Bin is the most deceptiye and treacherous dorapan- 
ion that ever mortal man fell in -company with. It 
commences its destructive operations upon the unsus- 
pecfing and inexperienc»ed heart, by setting some tri- 
fling temptation, of a fascinating nature, full before the 
mind^s eye, and then, so far smothering the ^< inward 
monitor," as to silence all rising inqoiries and objec- 
tions. In this artful manner, the first aberration from 
the path of wisdom and virtue is accomplished . The 
first step being taken, and no very serious consequen- 
ces immediately experienced) resolution's strength is 
weakened ; conscience is measurably conquered ; rea- 
son's penetrating eye is rendered somewhat dim ; the 
animal passions acquire a degree of boldness, and a 
tolerable foundation is now laid for a succession of 
misdemeanors and crimes of various grades and de- 
grees, constantly increasing in turpitude and extent, 
till the vGuce of conscience is hushed in sullen silence, 
reason unceremoniously dethroned, the unruly and 
tumultuous appetites and passions permitted to riot 
unrestrained in the palace of the heart, and merited 
disgrace, wretchedness, desertion, woe, and the sever- 
est penal sufferings close the jblack catalogue of crimes 
and punishments, ' O, how fatally at^ xowi^blvcAxsvv^^^ 
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by the enchantments and biren songs of the demoD, 
sin! 

The process we, %yyi<i'gtyjn|[etclied» leads direct- 
ly to thosi^ ".trei^^iH^ ojf. yr|fijRe^n^^' TW^ * ^^ 
man hath saicj ^* profit hotliing.^ Ana tnis is the 
process which consudisiatsS' the dreaded woes tffat 
await the mi/Biejry tbtt ka«v)e^4he drunkavdi ^tbe dehau- 
chee, t^: gambles . e|i4i t^tft pteii^ie^^unter,^ Their 
first. departures fc^mlhft rul^s of jnti9g/it^.<9Aq[ Ytrtue^ 
were effected by ^vhat we^ § /wisely ^dGideri^ .inQo>- 
cenit and harmless ix^4^)ig^»i^^ r>n(l what have bei^ 
the cciksequ^Qfies I P^rimit the .qnesUon to be deci- 
ded by the maxiois €^ eternal wisdom-^*' the u»^ of 
the tcansgressor is hard'' from the commencexnent 
And as crimes and foUiei^ are multiplied, the ^* way'' 
becomes more detestaUe» notore dismal ^ and the bitter 
cup of conscious shame a^d torturing regret, must be 
drained to the very dregs by hifa who continues 
therein. Stop, then, rctsh and unthinkipg mortal^ 
whoever thou art| in tl^y inad career, though it be 
late, and leara this instructive and important lesson, 
be it ever so alarming and unweleome^^that the 
<^ treiisures of wickedness" are not worth the posses- 
sion, but are calculated to bring upoa them the with- 
ering breath of divine judgment, and the ' universal 
contempt of thyself and thy race. Flatter not thy- 
self that thou shalt escape a just recompense of re- 
ward, and avert the ** rod^' and the M stripes" that di- 
vine justice is pledged to inflict upon thee. Heaven 
has declared^ wisdom sanctioned, justice demanded, 
mud experience has confirmed, that the recklei|ii tran^* 
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gveilK>n who wantonly ii|dAi>go» Ida yrmom pn>peiiQ»- 
ties, ftiid atttifieidi desifeiBv sfaaUy^^^l^y. no.ineaivBt'^'igo 
vtrreeompenscd fortrampiing ap<m the lawd ef Heavis^ 
«od Mature, and knowhiglf tiolatiog Ihe exid^ 
and* iiHraiitable priitoipks ef jastloe* victue and ,|i^« 
al proprfety. ¥lMtt ih^ iky^elf, lash untfaiokr 
ittg man, that reid pleasure, eOlid.eii^ym^t» or justi^ 
iiable honor, can ever >e iHtatned by wicked praoti^ 
c«i and sinful tadiijg^ces. Mein do not gat^iejcJ^ 
from thistles, nor |(r«pea ftom thorns. . Th^ remem- 
ber, O remember, that 'Hreasaies of wiekednese pirofit 
nothing." " 



OftA^TfeB tt. 
" Bighteousneas tendeth to life." 

I 

I need not detain the reader in defining the term, 
righteousness ; every body capable Of distiilgaisfaibg 
between good and evil, knows whi^ k menas ; and 
no self-decdvtng sophistry can succeed in misleading 
Che reflecting and contem{^ative mind, in relation to 
that frame of disposition and that course of moral' 
condact, which deserve the ti^e of ^ righleousnesa j'^ 
for there is a *< God withfti the mind'' that ever jsts. 
in judgmentf apon the motives and actions df ^ery 
liitelligent and accountable agem* We will, theiefoset 
pfooeeddireetly td the iltnstration of our teacL 

Life ts evidently to be- nnderstood m a UNHfold 
jense, mUunt^i and Morat Aadiexperience and dbmx^ 
i«liettr<fcar^ienni^^th«titfghleousnesgtesrieth lb llw 
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hniHfOFdiiieiit ftnd pfeservwtiim of Hfe> in both di6«e 
80118^ The truly Ti^hteous man carefully obaerTOS 
tlii^fle tttles in all the temporalities of human existeuoey 
whibh are widely cakuk^ed to preserve health, in- 
▼tgorate the system^ aad secure those Uessinga ari^ 
sii^l^ ftom the itoutnerahle bouiities of a kind and 
universal plrovidence. He avoids every improper inr 
dulgenice that Heaven and reason ppohibit, and walks 
in the pleasant paths of sobriety, temperance and 
virtue, ever rememberiog, tha4 his highest earthly en- 
je;^ihent is secured by walkinj^ ^< righteously, soberly 
and gpdly," through the uneven and chequered 
scenes of existence. Thus does ^* righteousness 
tend to life,'' in the first sense above noticed. But 1 
need not dwell here ; for obtuse indeed, must be that 
ifllellect, that cannot appreciate this coodusion by 
being simply directed to a cohtemplatioD of the sub- 
ject. 

We will therefore remark, that the same cause pre^ 
duces the same effect in a mortd tenee. Contemplate 
the moral condition of the honest, upright and virtu^ 
oiis man. He richly eajoys. the various and unnumr 
beied blessings that Heaven imparts, and his heart ia 
constantly animated with a glow of fervent gratitude 
to the Oiver of all good. He participotes in that un- 
disturbed repose and refreshment which nature re^ 
qcrices during the night-seasui, while no goadinga of 
a violated conscience ate permitted to torment his ac» 
tiVe-miadyC nor featftil appreheasions of criminut de 
teetieci to prey upon his steret «etireinent.v > ^o or* 
phaote <^riQs nev widov^iteiirs j^ute^ ii^ijdMaiVWC 



senses, oallipg for veageaaoe.ttpQnhi»ooulAs-UMi;|tt^ 
61: administrmtion of abused jtetloe. And wlieii- bb rir 
•aea in the mormng to pttrsoe '^tl» even teaor tyf hit 
wsyt^' fais mind is calm and free as the momifig 
breeze*. Whether the sun rises upon him in the un- 
obstructed brightness of its native splendor, or' clouds 
and vapors intervene, his heart is radiated with thA 
love of God and hh) fe]{ow4ttan, arid his trust in that 
Divine Providence wWch surrounds hitn, and watches 
ever, and blesses him^ is firm and unshaken, wiille 
his labors of love and good-will are pursued i#ith 
rigid ];>unctualily, and unbroken cheerfulness. Thus 
his life passes on in the constant discharge of those 
social, moral and domestic duties, enjoined Upon him 
by the Spiritual Master whom he delights to serve'and 
honor, fearing no evil and apprehending no danger. 
He lives beloved and respected by, his family, his 
neighbors, and all who share in the luxury of his 
acquaintance, and lohih he lives, he reinains a valua- 
ble member of society, ah ornament to the intell6<;tu- 
al world, and to the special church of the blessed Ke« 
deemer> whom he recognizes as his instructor, ^rae 
and perfect exemplar. And when the evening .time 
of his eai^hly pilgrimage approaches, ho looks back 
with cheering emotions upon an existence, profitaUV 
and happily spent in the service of God and his fellow 
beings, while a holy calm> and a refined joy, pefvaao 
his virtuous and contrite heart. Death now approefch^ 
es with his fatal arrow, to separate the righteous man 
from a world which he has used as not abusing it, 
and to prepare his ransomed spirit for a more perfect 
nod glorious inheritance. It, however, has no terrors 
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fcrr kim— no sting to torture bis mind or poison ths 
prolific fountain of his joy. He receives it as a faitb- 
fiil messenger from the eowrts of heaven-sent in mev- 
cj to guide him to mansions of everlasting peace, 
congratulation and love. Of him, it may truly be 
saidf ^^ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
lor the end of that man is peace,*' 

Thus does *^ righteousness tend to life ;'' and did 
mankind generally possess a practical belief in this 
fact* social peace, would cheer the world with their 
invaluable presence, and mankind would be relieved, 
imflfiediately, of those accumulated and accumulating 
burdens of sin, uader which they have so long and 
90 foolishly, voluntarily groaned and repined. Rea- 
der, may we not hope, and pray, and strive for a re- 
formation^ <<from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God'' ? And, as '^righteousness 
tendeth to life," may we not fondly anticipate that 
glorious era, when <'all shall know the Lord from the 
least to the greatest'' — whom to know is life eter- 
aal f O, yes ; Heaven has authorized such an anti- 
cipation in language not to be misunderstood. The 
heavens have received, and will retain the <' Savior 
of the world," till *<sin shall be finished" and lighte- 
ousness universally prevails — ''until the times of the 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken, 
by the mouth of all bis holy prophets since the worl4 
began." 



CHAPTKA III. 

'< DeTiie not eril against thjr neighbor.'*— 8c lomov. 

That all maokind are, in a general sense, neighbo», 
our Savior has dearly shown in the instructive para- 
ble of the good Samaritan. But, in the popular lan- 
guage of the day, the term neighbor is understood to 
mean, one who resides near us, and with whom wc arc 
somewhat acquainted. We have reason to believe, 
that the above language of the wise man, is to be 
understood in this latter sense. But whether it is or 
is not, it is certain that mankind wore formed for so- 
ciety ; and the man who can rest contented and hap- 
py while isolated from the society of his species, ex- 
hibits an anomaly in the intellectual world. Every 
person whoso mental powers have not been rendered 
unnaluraly by some means or other, is intuitively drawn 
ton participation in the joys of social intercourse; 
and if separated from his fe!low beings, by insupera- 
ble barriers, he sensibly feels the privation, pines and 
languishes in mental agony — in excessive discontent, 
finding no relief or mitigation of his sorrows^ till 
the cheering prospect of a return to the loved socie- 
ty of his race, lights up his mental horizon with the 
radiating expectation of soon realizing the anticipated 
blessing. 

Mankind being thus framed and constituted social 
beings, it is natural and necessary that they should 
form con^munities and hold converse and commerce 
with each other, maintaining an accomodating and 
mutual interchaDgo of sentiments and kind offices. — 
le they aio mutually and neceesartiy dependent oa 
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each other for the convenjepces, comforts and accom- 
modations of life, the more amicably and friendly 
their intercourse is rendered, the more prosperous, 
united and happy will society be. Hence, rigid in- 
tegrity, scrupulous honesty, and the most honorable 
dealing in every department of human transactions, 
become indispensable to the well-being, interests and 
enjoyment of the social btate. Sad experience has 
long since demonstrated to the world, that any in- 
fringement upon the above rules of probity, is sure 
to bring in its train a corresponding host of social and 
individual evils, that are not easily excommunicated or 

vanquished. 
Tasay nothing of the numberless secular Viud moral 

evils, that have ever been indulged, to the serious det- 
riment of social order, union and happinesi, we may 
notice with some degree of profit, perhaps, the pre- 
vailing device of cruel hypocrisy^ which ever operates', 
not only to the lasting injury of the individuals who 
practice it, biit to all by whom they are surrounded. 
In devising evil against a neighbor, there are no means 
more prolific of mischief than base hypocrisy. It 
perverts every thing sacred and good, destroys all mu- 
tual confidence, and turns society into an earthly pan- 
denionhim of confusion, contention and hostility. — 
And this is not all. It disgraces the sacred name oC 
virtue, destroys the reputation of religion, and sets 
man against his neighbor in all the ferocity of the ti- 
ger. In view of this shameful device, the wise\nan 
e6xi\d have done nothing more to the purposfe, ttian to 
have earnestly admonished his cotcmporaries agd suc- 
ceeding generations, to abstain from this device against 
ii6ij^bors« 
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The hypocrite is of all beinga the most to be 
avoided, dieaded, and despised; for his unholy conduct 
nurses, and promotes the dreaded contagion of dia- 
bolical slander, wrath and cootontion. I cannot 
better describe the character of the hypocrite, than to 
adopt the language of. a celebrated poet. 

''He was a man 
Who stole the livery of the court of Heaven 
To serve the devil in ; in virtue's guise 
Devoured the widow's house and orphan's bread ; 
In holy phrase, transacted vilUnies 
That common sinners durst not meddle with. 
At sacred feasts, he sat among the saints, 
And with his guilty hands touched holiest things : 
And none of sin lamented more, or sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer prayer, wept o'er the dying man. 
Whose ipfant children, at the momient, he 
Planned now to rob. In sermon style he bought 
And sold, and lied ; and salutations made 
In Scripture terms. He prayed by quantity, 
And with his repetitions long and loud. 
All knees were weary. With one hand he put 
A penny in the urn of poverty. 
And with the other took a shilling out." 

This is the true character of the base hypocrite ; 
and all who read if, will see at a glance, what consti- 
tutes the evil of hypocrisy. But that the reader may 
also learn the nature and character of her loved and 
cherished offspring, (slander and detraction,) we will 
give him, from the same poet, a description of the 
person who engages, in the service, of hypocrisy, -to 
promote and practise these crying and blighting evils : 
for where do we find more back-biting, slander and 
detraction, than among those who make a false pre- 
tence to the sanctity of Christians ? Examine the 
history of past ages, and see if you do not find, that 
the slanderous false pretender to the religion of Jesus^ 
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hiis not stood in the foremost rank of those who havo 
•* devised evil against their ineighbors f' 

But to the description of this moral u{nLs<j'<^i8 
wstlking pestilence, which *< scatters fire-brands, ar- 
rows and death'' wherever he ti^vels> or is sufi^red 
to dwell — the slande^^r. 

" His tongue was set on fire of hdll, bis heart 
Was black as death, his legs were faint with haste 
To propagate the lie his soul ba4 framed. 
His pillow was the peace of £Eunilies 
Destroyed, the sigh of innocence reproached^ 
Broken friendships, and the strife of brotherbopds ; 
Tet did he spare his sleep, aad hear the dock 
Number the midnight watchee, on his bed. 
Devising mischief more ; and early rose, 
And made most hellish meals of good men's names. 
From door to door, you migbt have seen him speedy 
Or placed amidst a group of gaping fools, 
And whispering in their ears, with his foul lips. 
Peace fled the neighborhood in which he mads 
His haunts ; and like a moral pestilence, 
Before his breath, the healthy ithoots and blooms 
Of social joy and happiness, decayed."^ 

No further arguments need be added, to convince 
the rational mind, of the glaring impropriety and sin 
of hypocrisy, and its constant attendants, detraction, 
misrule and moral desolation ; nor to force upon the 
reader a full conviction of the importance of the ad- 
monition standing at the head of this article. We 
will therefore conclude our present remarks, by reit- 
erating to every individual who may read the forego- 
ing, the valuable and truly applicable language of 
Solomon—** devise not evil against thy neighbor,*' for 
** the wicked shall (positively) not go unpunished,"— 
*' Whoso re^^de^h let him understand?'' 
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*< The fear ^maDbriiigeti] a 8iiarei''-^ouni<»f . - 

The exalted wisdom, of SoIomoD, is cTearly evinqed 
in the mdnifest triith and universal utility of the. 
many valuable maxims which he has lef\ upon record, 
for the admonition, encouragement, instruction and 
guidance, of those who were to succeed him upon the 
important stage of human action and responsibility. 
And well indeed., would it be for the frail sons and 
daughters of men, generally, if they would study those 
maxims with greater care, attention and interest, and 
treasure them up in the heart's repository as so many 
prompters to direct them in the various and complica- 
ted affairs of human life and accountability. 

But among the numerous aphorisms of the wise 
man, to which we have alluded, there is, perhaps, no 
particular one, that embraces more real trutby or that 
should be more deeply impressed upon the minds of 
men, than the one which heads this article. A man- 
fearing spirit ! what is it ? If observation and expe- 
rience, relative to the circumstances and condition of 
human society, may be allowed to assist us in an- 
swering this question^ we would say, that it is a cer- 
tain something which is degrading in its nature, de- 
plorable in its operations, and ruinous in its effectSy 
of all those noble and exalted faculties of human na- 
ture, which characterize and distiqguish^uman be- 
ings — it is a servile, cringing, cowering and slavish 
feeling, which, strange and unnatural as it is, one por- 
tion of human beings entertain tow^^rds anotjier por- 
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tion^ who perhaps are far less deserving of reverence 
or respect than themselves. This, reader, is what 
Solomon means by ^ the fear of man." And truly 
does he affirm that it << bringeth a snare." 

But where is this man-fearing spirit observal}te t 
By way of answering this question, we must be per- 
mitted to propose another. Where is it not observa- 
blet Are not its operations and wretched efiects, visi- 
ble to ail around us, and under almost every circum- 
stance of human life ? Where do we perceive a 
clear manifestation of that noble independence of 
mind and action, that scorns the tyrant's frowns and 
the sycophant's deceptive smiles — that is guided and 
governed by the "inward monitor'^l Alas ! for the 
honor of human nature, such a manifestation is rare- 
ly to be witnessed. Mankind, every where, pretend 
to detest and despise mental slavery, and yet what a 
vast number of them voluntarily and cheerfully en- 
dure the miseries it involves ! 

Look one moment at the developments of -this 
kind of slavery in the religious world. But few, com- 
parative!]^, have the courage to use those means which 
God and their country's laws have put into their 
hands, of judging rightly in relation to religious truth, 
and fewer still can be induced to declare their honest 
convictions. And why is it thus ? Simply because 
they are under the tyrannical control of a man-fear- 
ing spirit. They choose to play the game of Pig and 
Puppy J andi.be any thing or nothing, to please those 
whose approbation and favor they wish to retain. — 
Such a state of things is truly lamentable ; and were 
Jt not for the fact; that there is here and there an in- 
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•dividual who cberiahes the maxkly and uohh spirit of 
virtuous independence, our boasted national free- 
dom would soon sink forever into forgetfulness, and 

we should at once become a nation of the veriest syco- 
phants, and pimps, and vassals thai the earth ever 
bore up. 

The " snares^' into which this contemptible " fear 
of man" involves the great majority of professed re- 
ligionistS| are too numerous to mention, and too de- 
grading to be patiently endured. Where there is no 
freedom of mind there is nothing like enjoyment ; all 
is unstable, deceptive and distressing ; every thing 
praiseworthy and valuable in human improvement, 
must be sacrificed at the unholy shrine of criminal van- 
ity and popular error, while naught but intrigue, fraud 
and deception is encouraged, praised or promoted, 
and a wretched dependence upon the whims and ca- 
' prices of the popular rulers of the darkness of this 
world, is the only support and safeguard of the vol- 
untary slaves that choose to be ruled with a rod of 
iron. 

In view of all this, let us assert our long abused 
rights, arise in the majesty of humsoi equality, inves- 
tigate the truths of religion, and all other truths, with 
boldness and faithfulness, and embrace and defend 
whatever our best judgment teaches us is good and prof- 
itable. In this way we shall act the part of men, and 
enjoy the fruits of our own virtuous behavior. We 
shall feel in a proper degree our own importance, 
while we grant to others the same rights and privile- 
ges which we ourselves claim. Such a course is per- 
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fectly consistent with the spirit of the gospel and with 
the dictates of reason, and cannot fail of securing us 
against those destructive snares into which the fear of 
man ever leads the silly dupes of vanity, pride and the 
*' tyranny of fashion.'' 



CHAPTER v. 
" Let patience have her perfect work." 

Whoever takes into serious consideration the insta- 
bility and fluctuating nature of all sublunary circum- 
stances and events relating to human concerns, will 
be constrained to acknowledge the unparalleled im- 
portance of that moral virtue which is denominated 
patience. Affliction, sorrow and disappointment in 
no small degree, seem to be the lot of all mankind. 
The king upon the throne, and the mendicant, who 
houseless, homeless and forlorn, begs his bread from 
door to door, are alike, subject to misfortunes, troubles 
and sorrows ; and to avert or avoid them, is equally 
impossible to both. Riches cannot purchase exemp- 
tion from disease and death ; valor is not competent 
to secure a victory over the raging elements that de- 
vastate the fairest portions of the earth ; honor and 
renown are incompetent to preserve us from the en- 
venomed shafts of envy, malice and calumny ; neither 
can poverty or obscurity bar the gates of that pande- 
monium from whence issue the temptations, the de- 
ceptions and the miseries that humanity is subject to. 
The spccessive waves of disappointment and vexa- 
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tion cease not to roll ov6r the entire mass of human 
nature. 

We cheerfully acknowledge that there is much 
more of happiness than misery in the world ; and we 
also fully believe, that far the greater proportion of 
human wretchedness is borrowed and imaginary, and 
therefore wholly unnecessary ; but it is nevertheless, 
wretchedness and misery, and all are sufferers in a 
greater or a less degree. These facts and considera* 
tions induced one of old to exclaim, " Who will show 
us any good V* Realizing, therefore, that such are 
the circumstances in which mankind appear to be 
placed, and by which they are surrounded, several 
moral virtues become absolutely indispensable in the 
acquisition of that resignation and repose which con- 
stitutes the gTSLXid desideratum of human exertion and 
industry. Audit is among these virtues th3,i patience 
stands conspicuously eminent It is this Ihat disarms 
poverty of its woes, obscurity of its gloom, disap- 
pointment of its miseries, affliction of its depressing 
effects, and even sickness and death of half their pains 
and tortures. It transforms the petulant, fault-find- 
ing and irritable individual, into a man of candor, 
reflection and rationality, and qualifies him for an ac- 
tive, a useful and a happy member of society. Its in- 
fluence, which is so seldom perceived, is wisely de- 
signed for the lasting and valuable benefit of every 
class, sex and condition of human beings ; and none 
can be what God and nature requires, without the 
lively exercise of this virtue. 

But what is patience ] It is "that calm and unruf- 
fled temper with which a good man bears the evlU oC 
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life." *< Patience,*' says an eminent writer, ''is apt 
to be ranked by many among the more humble and 
obscure virtues ; belonging chiefly to those who groan 
on a sick bed, or who languish in prison ; but in every 
circumstance of life no virtue is more important both 
to duty and to happiness. It is not confined to a sit- 
uation of continued adversity ; it principally, indeed, 
regards the disagreeable circumstances which are apt 
to occur ; but prosperity cannot be enjoyed, any more 
than adversity can be supported without it. It must 
enter into the temper and form the habit of the soul, 
if we would pass through the world with tranquillity 
and honor.'* 

Contemplate an exemplification of this virtue in the 
lives and characters of the primitive followers of 
Christ. It was this virtue, in an eminent degree, that 
sustained them under the unparalleled persecutions of 
the four first centuries ; that rescued Christianity 
from the grave of oblivion, and maintained the cause 
of a crucified Redeemer, against enemies within, and 
tyranny and foes without, and transmitted the pure 
doctrine and spirit of the religion of Jesus to succeed- 
ing generations. 

In view of the foregoing renmrks, we would say, to 
those who are suffering under the griping hand of pe- 
nury and want — to those who are homeless and friend- 
less in a world of strangers, unpitied and unprotected 

to those who languish under the influence of dis* 

ease and pain — to those whose misfortunes have driv- 
en them near to the black waters of despair— to those 
who are called to mourn the loss of the dearest rela- 
f/ons and nearest friends, and to those particularly 
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whose honest religious sentiments subject them to the 
scorn and persecution of modern pharisees — •' let pa- 
tience have her perfect work,'* This is a friend whose 
aid can never he sought in vain — a friend that can at 
all times, and under all circumstances, administer the 
halm of consolation and repose. 

A few words in relation to the motives which should 
excite to the attainment and preservation of this vir- 
tue, and we have done. 1. An ambition to imitate as 
far as possible the God and Father of our spirits, 
should induce us to cultivate this Christian grace ; and 
in Rom. xv. 5, we read as follows — " Now the God 
of patience and consolation grant you to be like-min- 
ded one toward another,*' &c. 2. The command of 
God should inspire us with the worthy resolution to 
be patient under all the afflictions of life ; and in 
Rom. xii. 12, we are admonished to be ** patient in 
tribulation." And again, in Luke xxi. 19, our Savior 
says : ** In patience possess ye your souls.'* 3. The 
present state and condition of mankind render it posi- 
tively necessary that the virtue of patience should be 
exercised and cultivated ; for St. Paul says, Heb. x. 
36, «* Ye have need of patience, that, after ye have 
done the will of God, ye might receive the promise." 
4. The numerous inconveniences and miseries that 
result from the want of this virtue, should serve as a 
sufficient inducement lo its exorcise ; for without 
patience, all is perplexity, disquietude and confusion. 

The above are some of the most prominent motives 
(0 the faithful exercise of the important virtue of 
which we have been speaking. And no person who 
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wishes to eojoy life with its numerous blessings, and 
whose mind is enlightened with the spirit of gospel 
truth and love, will neglect its cultivation and exer* 
cise. To one and all, then, we would feelingly say : 
"Let patience have her perfect work,*' 



CHAPTER VI. 

HONESTY. 

An apostle has kindly admonished us to ' < walk hon* 
estly," and the utility of obeying the admonition will 
hardly be called in question. However, notwithstan- 
ding the principle of moral honesty is universally eu- 
logized and recommended, yet how prone we aie to 
violate its practice and abuse its holy dictates ! De- 
ception, intrigue and fraud, in the secular transactions 
of human life, have ever prevailed in all parts of the 
civilized world ; and they have prevailed too, to an 
alarming extent, drawing after them a numerous train 
of attendant evils of various kinds. And although, 
daily experience and common observation, clearly de* 
monstrate the fact, that such impure and corrupt 
causes, can never, in accordance with nature's laws,, 
produce any beneficial or happifying consequences to- 
those who practise them ; yet, the astonishing infat- 
uation of our wayward hearts is such, that, in direct 
violation of our better judgment, and contradiction ta 
the dictates of sober reason, we too often flatter our- 
selves with the fallacious hope of reaping a rich har- 
vest of profit and joy, from the barren and burning 
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sands of fraud and deception. And notwithstanding 
the constant and successive disappoiQtmenty vexa- 
tions and miseries which crown our iniquitous labors, 
we not unfrequently rush on in the same black and 
beaten track, heedless of those inevitable consequen- 
ces which stare us in the face. Such a state of 
things is to be deeply lamented by every one who 
feels an interest in his own welfare or that of his spe* 
cies. Every reflecting individual must perceive and 
/««/, that the social and individual prosperity and 
happiness of mankind depend in an eminent degree 
upon mutual trust and confidence. Jusc in pro- 
portion, therefore, that craft, deception and fraud 
prevail, in the common transactions of human life, 
in the same proportion will social and individual hap- 
piness and prosperity be prevented, or diminished, 
and jealousy, strife, hatred aiid violence, those dread- 
ful scourges of human kind, be promoted, extended 
and indulged. 

From the foregoing, hasty and brief remarks, it will 
be seen and acknowledged, that in point of human, 
or worldly policy, honesty is of incalculable impor- 
tance to the welfare of man — the union, confidence, 
harmony and happiness of human society, and should 
never be lost sight of for a moment, rn our dealings 
with each other, either as neighbors, politicians, or 
religionists. We should always endeavor to give a 
fair, unvarnished and undisguised representation of 
all things of which we speak ; then, and never be* 
fore, will our characters shine in all tho soft and 
endearing beauty of invariable uprightness and 
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stern integrity — then, and not before, will our con- 
duct yield the delightful fruits of peace, prosperity 
and joy. 

Thus far we have spoken of honesty in a general 
sense, but we must now direct our remarks to one 
particular branch embraced in the term honesty. The 
circumstances of the times require it, and hence we 
proceed. 

Our feelings would be greatly relieved if we could 
be fully convinced and assured of the fact, that the 
vice of dishonesty was confined to the secular, the 
temporal concerns of the world. But this is impossi- 
ble so long as we are compelled to witness the full 
spirit of deception, fraud and falsehood, operating 
and raging with uncontrolled license among the pra- 
fessed followers of the immaculate Son of God.— 
Who has not heard, RmouQ those who claim the honr 
orable, though abused name of Christians, and even 
among those who are reverenced as teachers^ the 
most unfounded and reckless misrepresentations of 
each other's doctrines, characters and conduct ? — 
And who has not repeatedly detected the prowling 
wolf disguised in the humble garb of the InofiTemive 
sheep ? 

We need not multiply words upon this part — this 
painful part of our subject ; sufiice it to say, that such 
evils as we have hinted at, have too long and too gen- 
erally prevailed in the religious world for the honor 
and promotion of pure and genuine religion. We 
should^ therefore, incessantly strive, both by precept 
and example, to remove the evil from among us. We 
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should endeavor, industriously and faithfully to exem- 
plify the exalted pricciple of moral honesty in all our 
puhiic and private dealings with the characters, senti- 
ments and pretensions of those who differ from us in 
religious views, as well as those whose faith coincides 
with our own. In a word ; we should ever make it a 
point, to "do unto others as wo would that others 
should do unto us,'^ under an exchange of circum- 
stances. To act otherwise, is to disgrace the moral 
nature we possess, to put the religion of Jesus into 
deep mourning, give her a coffin for a writing desk, 
and a human skull for an ink-stand ; it is to indulge 
a course of moral practice, in which we shall be ne- 
cessitated to purchase by a thousand miseries, the priv- 
ilege of repentance. 

But there are thousands who have become so infat- 
uated by their blind zeal for God, and the erroneous 
creed which they have adopted, that they feel justified 
in dishonest and mischievous practices, when they fan- 
cy them as means of promoting the glory of God, and 
the church. Such infatuation is a cruel tyranny, in 
which vicejs triumphant and infamy successful — a ty- 
ranny which draws its aliment from destruction and 
its very nature from tears and groans. From such 
a tyranny may Heaven preserve us ; for any other 
tyranny is easier to be borne, than that which takes us 
to practice dishonesty under the perverted name of 
godliness. 

But we must dispense with the subject. There- 
fore, in conclusion we would say, by carefully pur- 
suing the equitable and charitable course marked out 
by the Savior ; by studying to do by others as we 
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would wish others to do by us ; we shall contribute 
our mite to the laudable and worthy purposes of puri- 
fying the principles of the day, raising the neglected 
and abused standard of Christian philanthrophy, avert- 
ing the desolations occasioned by fraud, hypocrisy 
and deception, and promoting a cause, which of all 
others, is most endearing, purifying, happifying and 
glorious to the view and contemplation of the wise, 
the virtuous, the benevolent and the good. 



CHAPTER VII. 

*< Be kindly afiTectioned one to another." — RoH. xii. 10. 

If we properly consider the nature of man, and the 
numerous and various ties which bind human beings 
together in one vast fraternity, we must at once ad- 
mit that there are but few injunctions contained in the 
Scriptures which are to be held in higher estimation, 
or to be considered more valuable than the one con- 
tained in our text. And happy — thrice happy 
would it be for the world of mankind, if it were more 
generally complied with, in its true and proper sense. 
But alas ! for our kindred race, it is too generally 
overlooked, neglected and violated ! Instead of en- 
tertaining and cultivating those kindly affections re- 
commended by the Apostles, mankind seem to be in- 
clined rather, to promote dissensions, uncharitable 
feelings, and social antipathies, with the fiendish view 
of rearing a superstructure upon the ruins of each 
other, 
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Truly may it be said, in reference to Ihe present 
condition of human society, that men ** have sought 
out many inventions" to promote their own selfish 
and corrupt ends, that are decidedly opposed to the 
word of God and the best interests of humanity. And 
if such vile inventions could be traced only to men of 
the world, who make no pretensions to religion, our 
moral feelings would find great relief in the anticipa- 
tion of better and happier times — we should be en- ' 
couraged to hope, that the extensive revival operations 
which seem to characterize the present age, would 
soon remove the evil in a great degree, and encourage 
the triumphant reign of peace and good will among 
the inhabitants of the earth. But when <' stubborn 
facts" which every day's experience serves to devel- 
ope, present us with the most indubitable evidence 
that the same disgraceful and destructive evils exist, 
to as great a degree, in the nominal church as out of it, 
we are compelled to despair of all favorable prospects 
from that quarter. 

Who that looks with a careful eye upon the condi- 
tion and conduct of the religious world, and feels any 
degree of virtuous sympathy for the miseries of his 
fellow mortals, is not shockingly pained at beholding 
the roanifestationj of that contentious, troublesome, 
and leckless spirit of ** Antichrist" spoken of by St. 
John in his first epistle ? 

But we have one thing yet to comfort us, even while 
contemplating the thousand religious inventions which 
have been conjured up in the bewildered church, and 
which have served no better purpose than to promote 
jealousy, contention, spiritual pride and misrule wxnss^^^^ 
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the various sects, and even among the memhers of 
each and every respective denomination. It is this — 
that no human invention can successfully oppose the 
spirit of divine grace and truth — and that the pure 
gospel of the Son of God will finally consume all the 
hay, wood and stubhle in the universe, and refine and 
purify every heart — so that, in the end, we shall all 
be enabled to behold how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in peace, unity and un- 
broken affection. 

That man was formed for society, there can be no 
doubt. That mankind were intended by the great 
Author of Nature, to be a help and a comfort to each 
other, is equally clean To this end, they were con- 
stituted social, sympathetic and benevolent creatures, 
susceptible of commiseration, and naturally inclined 
to contemplate the miseries and sufferings of each 
other with feelings of deep regret and heart felt sor- 
row. If we had not been thus formed and constitu- 
ted by the plastic hand of our Almighty Creator, we 
could not with propriety be called on to **be kindly 
affectioned toward each other"; for God is too wise 
and good to call on his intelligent creation to act in 
direct opposition to the nature which he has given them* 
As well might we expect to see water run voluntarily 
up hill, or a solid substance take its rise into the heav- 
ens, without physical aid, as to expect that a being 
totally and universally depraved, would comply with 
the injunction of our text. Neither could mankind 
justly incur the displeasure of heaven, by manifesting 
and feeling a perfect indifference to the wretched con- 
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ported by the diving testiifiaony wtiich isa]^^, <<6od 

htftk made man aprigltt^'' What then shcdl w^ my 

of thatsentiiMatwhidiflflirhpffall hmniaih nature Mth 

the blackness of total deprfiivky—eallstipon the beinjg^ 

who possess such a nature to be kindly all^eilon^d 

towards eaeh other, and dooms all to eternal perdition 

who do not oomply with the onreasonable and absurd 

requisition ! Consistency is eniphktically a jewel, but 

I fear it has fled in disgust from the religious creeds 

of roost professed Christians. 

My brethren, God has made mstn upright — he has 

given him a nature that cannot be happy in doing 

wrong — he calls on man, who waiB made in the moral 

image of his Maker, to do right, and has taught him 

to obey the injunction and be happy. And to be 

gorerned in our intercourse with each other, by 

the spirit of brotherly kindness and charity, is one 

of the most effectual means of attaining the glorious 

end. 

Mankind are not only formed for society — not only 

constituted intellectual and moral beings— 'not only 
rendered capable by nature of exercising the n'bble 
and elevating principle of universal pbilanthrophy 
and charity — not only called upon by reason and re- 
ligion to do so — but man was made a religious be- 
ing, capable of reverencing, loving and serving his 
Creator — capable of being conformed in his moral 
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QMuluet to the refoiiemeDti of hwrnoL Yw bave 
only to consult your own feelings— your own hearte, 
to b» conTincad of this palpable truth. The proof is 
there inscribed in characters which are indelible. 

An eloquent writer iia» said — ^VWben evea the 
child looks abroad into the woi^ of our Creator, he 
naturally refers the objects which surround him to an 
adequate first cause, and inquires—^ Where is God 
their Maker V If danger threatens him, his eyes are 
suddenly directed to the heavens for relief. If unex- 
pected happiness overtakes him, his heart breaks forth 
in gratitude and humble acknowledgments to an un- 
seen benefactor. Bven the untutored savage surveys 
the wiidness of nature — the extended earth — the dis- 
tant heavens, with religious awe, and pays to his Cre- 
ator an instinctive homage." 

Religious devotion is a manifest law of human na- 
ture, and you can with no more consistency deny its 
existence, than you can deny the existence of the laws 
by which heaven and earth are sustained and govern- 
ed. You may as well deny that there is a principle 
in your bodies that binds them to the earth, as that 
there is a principle in your souls which elevates them 
to heaven. The moral image of the Eternal was en- 
stamped upon man in his creation, and fails not to man- 
ifesfitself, even in the barbarian, and the wild and un- 
cultivated sons of the forest. 

I know that the corruptions of the world have great- 
ly obscured the amiable features of simple nature, and 
spread the sable cloud of moral depravity over the 
native benevolence and ingenuousness of the human 
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iieact, but it has not destroyed it, thank God. No, 
nor shall it ever destroy it Man who was created in 
the moral image of his Makeri shall never wholly 
lose that image, nor cease to feel, operating in his bo- 
som, those social and moral virtues, the cultivation 
and expansion of which, shall ultimately overpower 
and swallow up every vicious, and degrading, and 
grovelling passion and practice that now separates 
mankind from the real enjoyment of God, and virtue, 
and the society of each other. Truth, with the uni- 
versal love of Grod in one hand, and the waving olive- 
branch of peace in the other, has commenced her on- 
ward march. She has already broken down many of 
error's bulwarks, and achieved many glorious victo- 
ries, over the united powers of delusion, falsehood and 
misanthrophy. She shall never be discouraged till 
she has established judgment in the earth, and the isles 
is^all wait for her equal and impartial law. 



CHAPTER Vin. 

''Let a man examine hiiiifelf.**-^ST. I'aul. 

Among all the Christian duties, I know of no one, 
that can be considered superior in importance to that 
of Btlf-examinaUofu Its great importttnce is not only 
manifest, but it should evidently be considered the 
fint duty to which the professed disciple of Christ 
should attend; for we may be assared that no other 
duty can be properly performed while this is neglect- 
ed. And yet, strange aa it may appear, it is gener- 
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ally the last mozal obligation that pitofessed Chric^ 
tiaiiff ondertake to discbarge* Tbey seem to be 
strongly disposed to go into a thorough examination 
of every body eiSre before they attend to their aum case. 
Under other circumstances, and in relation to the or- 
dinary concerns of human life^ this practice might be 
considered praise-worthy— for, although it may be- 
tray a want of prudence and economy, for a man to 
neglect his own business to assist his neighbor — still, 
it manifests a benevolent disposition and a phiianthro- 
pio heart. And I am inclined to think that there arc 
but few professed Christians who are guiUy. of such a 
departure from their uniform course of conduct* But 
still, they generally manifest an astonishing willing- 
ness to neglect the labor of examining their own 
boartSf of cultivating their own afi^tions and feel* 
ingSf and reforming their own moral habits, customs 
and conduct, and to go from home to examine the 
hearts, and reform the fives of their heretical and 
wicked neighbors. 

These things ought not so to be. The professed 
followers of Christ should first enter into an exami- 
nation of their own hearts, their own lives, their own 
imperfectiona and follies. And when they have com- 
ple^d this self-examination, and corrected all the er- 
rors,, and reformed every fault; they will suffer no 
losit or inconvenience then, in rendering; what n^aia-' 
taAC9 tfiey can to thair neighfions^ But we are inclined 
to thU^ that when .a. thorough s^if-examination is ef- 
fected, the individaal will peioeive that his labors are 
nfijsdo4*a^ ^i^m^ mpr» thm o^ny wheie. ,4>Ise--an(} hence 
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he will be inclliied to ''judge no noan in meats or in 
drinks/' or in any thing else,, but to exercise that 
charity which '< vauniteth not itself ;" which '' is not 
puffed up r which sufiereth long and is kii^d," d^c* 

If all nominal Christians were engaged as they 
should bey in self-examination, and with a view to aor- 
rect and reform their minds and their practices—* 
there would be no such things among us as slander, 
calumny and detraction — no such things as misrep 
reseniation, persecution and religious hatred. May 
the importance of this duty be duly considered, and 
the consideration induce mankind to '' proves their own 
work :" and " then shall they have rejmctng in them- 
selves and not in another man."* 



CHAPTER IX. 

"WATCH.^' 

This was a particular caution given by our Savior 
to the primitive disciples. It Wais not only applicable 
to them under the circumstances by vrhich they were 
surroundedi but it is equally applicable to alt believ- 
ers, in all countries and in all ages. 

1. By this expression we should be admonished to 
watch over owratlwB. A thousand temptatieiMr snr- 
round us at every successive step in the joorney of 
life, and the imperfectioBs of oar nature xet^t us 
frequently an easy prey u> the fatal snares of sm and 
death. Hence the propriety of candid consideratiot^. 
at ad timet before we attempt t ) apeak ec actb. 
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We should watch over our thoughts. Although 
we are incapable of suspending oar thinking facul* 
ties, and ought not to do so if we could ; J^H, we are 
capable of controUing them in a great degree, and of 
changing the direction of the. knind. Evil thoughts 
are, in a great measure, the result of education and 
habit, as well as other pernicious vices to which man- 
kind are exposed ; and it is an indisputable fact th«t 
crimes of eriBfJ^ nature receire their existence from 
hnproper and evil thoughts. If our time was occupied 
as it should be, in studying how and when to do good, 
no room, would be left for the exercise of evili-min- 
dedness. 'I%e spirittaal child of God^ whose mixid 
and affections are all* engaged in promoting the high- 
est happiness of himself and the society in whicii he 
lives, " thinketh no evil.^' Let us, reader, strive to 
merit this exalted^ character^.. 

We should watch over our words^ remembering 
that <' words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in 
pictures of silver." Words are signs of ideas, and^ 
aUhodigh thevara too- often looked upon as harmless 
tbingSi neverdieless, experience, has abundantly de;- 
monstrated the fact, that they are powerful auxilia- 
ries in the cause of sin» anfil satan. ^< The tongue," 
sayj.tbe upos^le James, <' is a jSre— »a world of iniquity 
— ^it defiteth Uio wholQ bpdy » and setteth on fire the 
CQAiBBe of natuve : ^nd it i^ set oifc fire of hejil.'' [Ge- 
bonnaa^]. The, lieavieitt ourses that ii&ve ever visited 
tberwo^ldi hfive pviginf|te4iQ:f09t^aot ^ fitly ep^okeo/' 
Wp^shq^ld ^y^h <therefi9r^» in,a;ccordanoe with an old 
but useful jQMUicii99t>(hini^ |tM<»i. before we aypaak onM. 



That is, we should reflect with candor on what we aro 
going to say, and when we have concluded to speak, 
speak with^nution. We should contemplate what we 
are about to speak, and consider it in all its bearings, 
baring constantly an eye to the consequences, which 
probably %oiU or possibly may result from what we are 
about to say. In this way we may save ourselves 
much trouble and regret, and the society in which we 
live, a world of confusion, disunion and moral de- 
rangement. 

We should watch over our actions. Actions, it is 
said, frequently speak louder than words ; and it is 
evident that the motives by which we are governed", 
especially if they be corrupt motives, may be as clear- 
ly manifested by actions as by words. It is particu«* 
larly important that a careful watch, therefore, be 
kept overall the actions of our lives, because they 
are more easily and much more apt to be misunder* 
stood and wrongly interpreted than words, especially 
by our enemies and those who are prone to the evil 
of jealousy. We should act virtuously, wisely, inde^ 
pendently and boldly — and by carefull}* watching over 
our own conduct, we should soon save others the troo^ 
ble of doing this duty for us. 

Thus, if we attend to our duty— carefully watch 
over our thoughts, word's and actiolns. with a view to 
correct our habits, customs and imperfections, and 
prepare ourselves for usefulness and moral enjoyment, 
we shall act Ihe part of Christians indeed, and so fbl- 
fit th^ law of Christ But 

3. We should nojt forget lo watch othcr^s^Xhose by 
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whom we are surrounded, and with whom we are 
connocted by the strong ties of consanguiaity. AU 
men are brethren, hence^ that which is y injury to 
one, is injurious to all, in a greater or less degree. — 
** For as we have many members in one body, and 
all have not the same office ; so we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and every one members one of an- 
other.?' So says St. Paul ; and his testimony is entir 
tied to our confidence. Under this view of the sub* 
ject, it certainly becomes our duty to watch our fellow 
men, especially our enemies and those who envy us. 
We should watch them in their private conv-ersation 
and public transactions, and endeavor to expose error, 
craft and deception Whenever we find it« A vigilant 
attentk)n to the conversation and conduct of our op- 
posers, will serve to restrain them^ia their unfriendly 
careeri and perhaps prove a check en vice and immorr 
ality. If the propriety of such a course be disputed, 
we would appeal to the conduct of our Savior in rela- 
tion to his vilifiers and persecutors while on earth. 
And I would also have the hearer remember, that it is 
as necessary to be as " wise as serpent?/' as it is that 
we should be as " harmless as doves." 

The importance of watcliing is sanctioned by our 
Savior, who said, ♦* What I say unto you, I say unto 
all, w^tch." That we should watch over ourselves is 
evident from the admonition of Jesus to his disciples 
— '• Watch and pi?ay, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tk>n." That w« should watch others, appears neces- 
sary from the admonition of St. Paul, who says, 
*' Watch thou in all <Wng»,'' &c. 
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The propriety of watching in all thingsj is fftredgth- 
ened by the example of the wise and good. St. Paul 
to the Corinthians says, in regard to the labors of love 
which he had performed, and the sufierings he had en- 
dured, ** In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in 
Iflbbors, in vfotchingSy*' &o. 

But I am extending this article beyond my intention, 
and therefore must close by repeating the admonition 
of our Lord, ** What I say unto you I say unto all, 
WATCH." Let neither truth or falsehood, virtue or 
vice, happiness or misery, escape your notice, or elude 
your ekaminution, when within the reach of your ob- 
servation. ** Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit 
yourselves like men, be strong. Let all your things 
be done with charity.^ 



CHAPTER X. 

PROFANE SWEARING. 
It has often been remarked that the despicable hab- 
it, of profane swearing, originated from the mode and 
manner of limitarian preaching. We are inclined to 
think that the remark is a just one ; for if the doctrine 
of endless damnation had never been taught among 
mankind, and sanctioned by the oft repeated declar- 
ations of the clargy, no person would ever have 
thought of the infamous habit of venting his spite and 
malice towards hig fellow beings, by rashly, calling 
on God i^nd Jesus Christ to damn them, send them to 
hell, &c. But be this as it niay, of this one thing we 
are positivi^ly oerti^n, to wit, that the practioe is in 



perfect accordance with the partialis! doctrine fliind 
manner of preaching. No man who believes in the 
doctrine of Universalismf and conforms hi« daily prac-' 
tice and conversation to the true spirit of the arenti- 

ment, will ever use such low and vulgar 1 was 

going to say language, but it is beneath all languagBr 
Still, we are aware that some persons who pretend 
to believe in the sentiment, and who undoubtedly do 
embrace it in theory, too frequently indulge in this 
heathenish practice < We are heartily sorry that any 
man can so far disgrace himself and the exalted na- 
ture of man, as to act so inconsistent a part among 
his fellow beia gs. But I am at a loss to conceive how 
the evil can be cured, so long as such men as Fhinney, 
Burchard, Littlejohn, Knapp, Myrick, and a host of 
such desperadoes, are encouraged and approbated as 
religious teachers ; for I am confident that no intem- 
perate blackguard, or abusive bully, could use more 
prcrfano and abominable blasphemies, than such crea^ 
iures are in the constant habit of using. Let the be- 
lief in endless hell-torments cease, and such preach- 
ing, if preaching it must be called, be discontinued, 
and profane swearing will soon become obsolete and 
be numbered with other extravagances that are utter- 
ly forgotten. This is our opinion, and not ours only, 
as will be seen by the following original anecdote, 
which is susceptible of proof. 

Not a 100 mites from this city, and but a few 
months since, a professor in a certain theological in- 
stitution, and a Presbyterian Doctor of Divinity, had 
occasion to spend a Sabbath in a neighboring town. 
At the intermission, or during the evening after ser* 
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vm«9 the convdrsatioii between him ftod his host^ 
who, by-tfae-by» was also a Presbyterian, and a ycry 
fespectafole and influential man, happened to turn up- 
•n what is called *<new measure-preaching ;" when 
the Doctor took occasion to relate, in substance, the 
following Very appropriate story. The Doctor says : 
■ ** After preaching several years in the old-fashion- 
ed way, my attention was awakefied, and the dormant 
energies of my mind aroused upon hearing Mr. Phin- 
aey* I was captivated with his enthusiastic manner 
of preaching, and I soon involuntarily adopted the 
same manner. I was zealous in the extreme, and 
dwelt much upon the wrath of God, and the awful 
miseries of the damned, dsc. 

" I was invited to preach in a certain neighbor- 
hood, and accordingly went and preached to the peo- 
ple in my new-fashioned style. After meeting I was 
invited to the house of a friend, whose family consis- 
ted of an amiable consort and an interesting little 
child, perhaps three or four years old. While tea waa 
preparing and we were freely conversing upon sun- 
dry subjects, the little child goes to its mother and 
says, * Why, ma, how that man swore to day 5 isn't 
it wicked to swear so, maP The good sister appear- 
ed much embarrassed at this singular language of her 
child, and probably more so in consequence of its be- 
ing uttered in presence of the minister; and she tried 
every art to divert the child's mind from the disagree- 
able subject,,but all was in vain, the impression made 
upon its little mind was not so easily to be erased ; it 
persisted in these inquiries. I was forcibly affected. 
I taw the propriety of the child's views vi^wx>\»&%xiJ^ 
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jecl ; and I am eonstmiiied ta mff U mm th$ ginfUmi 
urnum 1 ever hcard^ and I, from that time, have hmm 
convinced of the evil tendency of such extittordinarj 
preaching, and have ever since studiouaiy avoided the 
habit.'' 

We shall leave the reader to make his own ren^arks 
upon the above, under the full conviction thut, if he 
is as thoughtful as 4he little childf and as free from 
prejudice^ he will at once discover that limitarian 
preaching la the common style, greatly subserves the 
cause of open profanity and downright bkuphemy. 



CHAPTER XI. 

ENVY CONSIDERED. 

Among all the passions that human nature is sub- 
ject to, and that disgrace the human character, cor- 
rode the mind, and pervert the due exercise of the 
soul, envy stands most disgustingly conspicuous. It 
is emphatically one of the lowest and most contempti- 
ble traits in the human character that ever found an 
abiding place in the breast of man. Hence, it is a 
passion, the nature and consequences of which, cer- 
tainly merit a few appropriate remarks. 

** But what is envy V* says the reader. Is it possi- 
ble that mankind should so long have been cursed and 
preyed upon by this monster of iniquity, whose hydra- 
head has so frequently been seen among' every class 
of human society, and still remain ignorant of its na- 
ture ? This may be possible, and therefore we briefly 
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HBgwer— iEnvy is' that peoaWa^ affectioii(<>f the human 
iieart, which grudges to others that respect and pros- 
perity, which are supposed to attend them. Or, envy 
may be considered as a sensation of uneasiness and 
disquiet, arising from a selfish, grovelling and con- 
tracted mind, in view of the advantages of others, ac- 
companied with a spirit of malignity and spite towards 

them. 

A few examples from sacred history may be refer- 
red to as illustrative of that fell spirit which claims 
our notice. Bachael envied her sister Leah, because 
she participated in a certain blessing which seemed to 
be denied her, Joseph's brethren envied him, because 
his father loved him* Saul envied David, because 
he considered him a competitor for the throne of Is- 
rael. Haman envied Mordecai the least degree of 
honor, because he hated him. And the Jews envied 
Paul and Barnabas, because they preached the gospel 
of God's universal grace, and preached it with power 
and success. 

By consulting the circumstances connected with the 
above references, it will be. seen that the above defini- 
tion of envy is correct, and that its nature is sufficient- 
ly despicable. 

But the subject may be amplified by att^ndipg, for 
a few moments, to the wretched effects of this ignoble 
passion. What are the beneficicU effects arising from 
its indulgence, either to individuals or to community ? 
There never were, and never can be any such effects 
rationally anticipated from such a cause. A corrqpt 
fountain can never etnit sweet water, neither do mcrn 
gather figs from thistles. As well might we expect 

IS. 
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to extract pure honey from gall and bitterness, a^ to 
a&ticipate any degree of beneUt from the ^^xerisiae of 
•envy. . 

Surely, neither onry nor its operations M^ere- pro- 
ductive of any real good, or gain^ to Haman or his 
friends. And the same may be tr4:ily said concer nfng 
any and every individual, who has been guided in his 
course of life by envious feelings towards others;^ — 
The individual to whom we have just alluded, tiad a 
mielancholy experience of the sad effects of such feel- 
ings ; and so did Joseph's brethren, king Sanl,':and 
many others in ancient times. And there ar6 but few 
even at the present day, who indulge in envy, that do 
not, sooner or later, experience similar effects from 
such indulgence. 

But since we have alluded to Haman, we may as 
well, perhaps, take his history as a sample of envy*s 
serviants, in all ages, and under all circumstances.-^ 
The history of this envious man constitutes a lesson 
of moral instruction, fraught with the richest treas^ 
ures, and is most admirably calculated to show, how 
isudden and how great may be the changes from hu- 
man exaltation to the lowest abasement, and vice versa, 
Haman, on the one hand, through the instrumentality 
of envy, experienced a most degrading and fatal /a/Z ; 
while Mordecai, i>i consequence of his integrity and 
uprightness of character, was raised to the most dig- 
nified honors. 

Hamian, flushed with ambition, and priding himself 
on the radiant prospects before him, communicated to 
his friends the glory of his riches^ the multitude pf 



hia dUil^rea^rjEtfid all the thiogisiiA.whiQb tbQ king had 
prottioted him,, audi-how he hiid adv^ftAced him above 
all thepriaces and servants about him» He. said^ 
moreover, <^ Yea, Esther the queea did let no man 
come in with the king unto the banquet that she had 
prepared but myself; and to-morrow am I invited 
unto hex: also with the king^ Yet all this availeth me 
nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at 
the king's gate." What then % Why, the envious 
wretch resolves, not on4y on the destruction of Mor- 
decai, 'but also on the entire extinction of the Jews, his 
kindred. 

But why was not ttaman content with the advan- 
tages by which he was surrounded ? and why did he 
not richly enjoy the rojal honors and favors con- 
ferred on him by his sovereign t For the same rea- 
sons that all envious persons are prohibited the enjoy- 
ment of the blessings of which they are possessed* 
One impiortant reason why Haman was wretched, is 
assigned by himself. " All this availeth me nothing, 
80 long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's 
gate.'' 

Haman's envy not only destroyed all his' comfort 
in its exercise, but it urged him on in the formation of 
a plan for Mordecai's destruction., which, as is gener- 
ally the case, ended in his own. He was hung upon 
the same gallows that his inhuman envy erected upon 
which to end the days of Mordecai. 

Reader, iiere is a fair sample of the effects of an 
envious disposition of mind. All therefore, should 
guard against the indulgence of this base and cruel 
passion. 



1* Because it i» wireoMnable. As it respects noi^ 
al motives and moral actions, it is the provinee of rM* 
son to point out the adraotages or disadvantages of 
any course of moral conduct. And as reason is deei^ 
dedly opposed to the exercise of envy, we should 
never indulge it, 

2. Because this spirit reigns only in lowj selfish^ 
perverted and corrupt minds. A person- of a gener-^ 
ous, noble and magnanimous disposition, will ever re-- 
joice in the improvement, prosperity and felicity of 
others ; while an ignoble and contracted soul is always 
grieved and chagrined in view of their success and 
happiness. 

3. Because envy is not merely against our fellow 
men, bat it is also against the providence of God that 
it operates, [t was Divine Providence that secured 
the special love of the Patriarch ta his son Joseph.— 
Therefore, his brethren, in envying him, murmured 
against God. And it is evidently so in every case 
where envy operates. 

4. Because an individual who' indulges if, iVor ever 
ought to be detested, so far as his conduct is concent* 
ed, by all who know hira. A universal abhorrence 
obtains generally among mankind towards those who 
cherish a passion so base and contemptible, and so r^ 
pugnant to all the social virtues and virtuous connex^ 
ions. 

5. Because it is the very temper and spirit of the 
inhabitants of the dark regions of the fabled Tabta* 
Rus, which shows what a despicable rank it hold/9 ixK 
the estimation of Heathens. 



W>tMe»#ie it dHi&& «p all (fte comfortjs of him wh<K 
stt^ffersit to'devAstate Ihe soul of every geine rolls' feel- 
ing, tiiid entirely pervefrt the functions o& the under-* 
standing. How did the brethren of Joseph mar their 
own enjoyments by their envious feelings towards him 
vfrhdm Aey hated without a cause I 

!• Because it very naturally leads mankind to all 
manner of other kindred misdemeanors and crimen. 
It led the cruel Saul to seek, zealously, the life of the 
youthful David, his benefactor, and to whom more 
than once, he was indebted for the preservation of 
his existence. And it always leads to similar re- 
sults. 

•Bujt'we have, perhaps, offered a sufficient number 
of reasons, why we should guard every avenue of the 
heart against so fatal a poison as envy« And hence, 
a few additional remarks will close the chapter, 
- 1, Let thi^ blighiiHg curse ever be kept, particular* 
ly, from the ranks of religious worshippers. Noth* 
ing win 1^ soon^ and so fatally, and so effectually ar- 
rest the growth of social and friendly feelings and m* 
t^hibtiTse among the members of a religious society 
as an envious spirit. And when such intercourse and 
feelings are interupted^ anarchy, detraction and ruia 
"wHrimi^ediately ensue ; for it is impossible to keep 
the cmity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace, whett 
^ofliQI it enters and is welcon^ed among the members of 
such an associcLtion. « • 

2, li^t it ever be watched with a vigilant eye, lest 
it find its way among those who are united in the sol,- 
lenm and endeariag tie8..of ministerial brotherhood. 
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No cauAe cap possibly prosper, where its public agents 
are striving unlawfully for the mastery ; espeetaliy if 
they be governed in their conduct towards each other 
by the spirit of envy^ Envy surely **siayeth the silly 
one," and frequently, tlie innocent suffer from its das- 
tardly operations. But ^* a word to the wise is suffi* 
cient/' and thus endeth the chapter. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

DIDACTICAL- 

Among many other important moral duties, en- 
joined upon those who profess to be religious, by the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles, we find the following 
which is too generally disregarded, except in theory, 
<* If thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give 
him drink ; for in so doing thou shalt heap CQal» of 
fire on his head." Rom. xii. 20^ 

The existence of a wish to punish aa enemy, is co- 
extensive with human nature ; and it is, perhaps, 
right that it should be so. But the means of accom- 
plishing this desire, are too commonly such as to 
bring the intended chastisement upon the individuftl 
^ho uses them. For instance — a fellow being wan- 
tonly and unjustly injures and abuses me, I feel a 
strong desire to chastise him for it. In order to grat- 
ify this desire, I wantonly and unjustly injjare and 
abuse him. Ndw, instead of punkhing him, I have 
only entitged him, and opened the way to the recep- 
ihii of a still greater injui y and abuse in return. A»4 
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byihe imhely law of retaUation, I dcserw the second 
abase. And so, we might gp on injuring and abusing 
each other till the conflict ended in poverty, disgrace 
and death I 

From these remarks, if will be perceived that I bn^ye 
not adopted the right course of procedure to efkd 
the desired end. He has undertaken to injure »e--^ 
I hare undertaken to follow op his example in retalia* 
ting the injury with interest, and the result is just what 
might have been rationally expected — we are bdh 
ruined % Here is seen the folly of undertaking to do 
that ' which we do not know how to do, A wilful 
wrong should be suitably ptmt^&eel, and there is a way 
by which it may be done efifectually, and with safety 
to oi»rselves. The Apostle has clearly pointed out 
that way ; and all we have to do to be convinced of 
its utility, is to try it. If an individual wilfully and 
wantonly abuse me, the most severe punishnlent that 
I can inflict upon him is,, to '' feed him'' when he is 
** hungry,'^ ** clothe him" when he is " naked,'' or, 
in other words, do him all the good I can, in return 
for the evil he has done me. If he possess a par<»cJe of 
human nature, he must feel the bitter agonies of self- 
condemnation and shame^tho cutting pangs of grief 
and contrition, and the full weight of that unavoidable 
retribution which his own conscience embraces. In 
the language of the Apostle he is << diamned of him- 
self.'' This is the retaHaiion which revelation and 
reason unitedly recommend; and by pursuing this 
course, we may gratify our desire of revtngej and at 
the same time, enjoy the nx>st reflned happiness — we 
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may render an enemy intensely miserable; Wrfiiie'W(&* 
(fejjrive him of the po#er of injuring^ us in return*, and 
finally, the virtue and happiness of both pai^tiear, ar^ 
in the end, greatly promoted. 

Therefore, if an enemy abuse you, abuse him not 
in return* ; if that enemy have talents and virtues,: re- 
speot and honor them i favor as far as possible hk- 
interests ; deal gently and charitably with his imper- 
fbctions and failings, and ever strive to shield his fame 
obi all occasions. By so doing << you will heap coals 
of fite oh his head"— coals that will not consume him, 
but which will melt him into repentance and love. 
This, reader « if we may be allowed the expression, is 
the only laudable and justifiable revenge. Verily, 
** wisdom's ways ore ways of pleaaantness, and all 
her pathi are peaces '' 



CHAPTER :tiii. 
'* Ye ask, ye know not what." — Bible. 

In this misleading world of alternate joy and sor- 
row, mourning and rejoicing, vice and virtue, wis- 
dom and folly — where nothing past can be recalled, 
all. things present unsatisfactory, and every future 
prospect in time incomprehensible and altogether un- 
certain : it evidently becomes us, as rational and 
moral beings, to reverence and obey the following di- 
vine injunction. " Be still and know that I am God.'* 
It must be odmitted that the Supreme Being, thO 
great architect of the universe — rules and conti'ols 
a]} events and purposes for the highest good of alT, 
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Hud his own highest glory : And as ,Wo tire totally 
iaoompetent to determine what event in Divioe 
Pfoyidence, would be most conducive even to our oitn 
benefit, we should be constantly impressed with the 
important necessity of cheerfully submitting to the 
infinitely wise and impartially benevolent decisions of 
Him who cannot err* 

Many are the events which, in the order of Divine 
Providence are every day transpiring, the propriety 
atid necessity of which we can neither comprehend 
or to any degree understand. And frequently it is 
the cause, perhaps, that, like Job's wife, we are near- 
ly ready to " curse God and die,'' when the very 
event which gives us such a vast degree of dissatis- 
faction, is wisely designed for our greatest possible 
good. But we are inclined to believe that a little can- 
did and reasonable reflection upon the nature and at- 
tributes of our Divine Ruler, and upon the perfect or- 
der, harmony and connection of all that surrounds, 
sustains and cheers us, will be instrumental in con- 
vincing mankind, of the temerity and presumption of 
thus *' charging God falsely," and finding fault with 
the righteous, impartial and benignant dispensations 
of His Divine Government and Providence. ** O 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the ghildren of men !" 

But in regard more particularly to many of those 
who make a profession of the christian religion, it 
may truly be said, that even in their prayers, which 
are many, and loud, and long, they know not what 
they ask. Reader, did you ever attend what is com- 



monly called <\aa orthodox prayer ineetiog.?'' Aq^. 
did you ever, pay particular attention to tbe natuce^ ; 
phraseology and inconsistency of those earnest poti*^' 
tions, then and there offered up to the Deity ? LC youri 
answer is ah affirmative one^ then permit me to in*" 
quire again, did not each one pray for the especiisLl 
accomplisment of those things which would gratify 
their.ipdiyidual and party feelings, without even per* 
mittihg their God the privilege of acting according to 
the dictates of his own wisdom and economy ? Have 
you not often heard them use language like the fol- 
lowing? " O, Lord, here is a vile ungodly sinner 
before thee, he wants religion — he must have it to- 
night, or go down to hell, O, God,^come right down 
now and convert his soul, if you don't, he'll be 
damned to all eternity. Now is the last — the only 
time, to-morrow will be forever too late. Comedown 
immediately, Almighty God, or he will go to hell and 
be lost forever. We can't be put off— he must be 
converted to-nighty*^ &c. &c. Now evidently such 
men know not what they ask — and if their prayers 
should all be answered, the universe would return to 
chaos, and heaven and- hell amalgamate. Such pray- 
ers are not in accordance with the example of Christ 
-^<*Thy will be done on earth even as it is done by 
the angels in heaven," is the language of the son of 
man. Again, ** If it Tbe possible, let this cup pass, 
nevertheless, not my will btit thine be done. 

Here is an example of feeling and of expression. 
0» that professors of religion would be guided by it. 
We should strive {q imitate the adorable spirit here 
ejfhibhed. 
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The following cireumstance, virhicSi clearly Jllas<- 
tcates the weakness and temerity of those who insist 
that €rod shall gratify their peculiar personal feeling, 
in the direction of events^ and also the important 
propriety of placing their implicit confidence lathe 
Divine wisdom to contrive, and goodness 4o execute, 

we have somewhere seen, whether it he true or false 
we know not Let it be read with candor, and^ the 
moral instruction therein contained, cannot well fail 
of producing its desired effect upon the heart and up- 
on the conduct of the reader. 

A fond father was in great distress for a favorite 
child, whom he apprehended to be dying in its infan- 
cy. Several of his friends endeavored to assuage 
his grief, but he refused to be comforted. At length 
the minister on whom he attended ofiered to pray 
with him, and desired him to compose his mind, and 
give up his favorite son to the Divine disposal, since 
there was no probable hope of his recovery. He 
replied, I cannot give him up ; and it is my importun- 
ate request that Grod would spare this child to me, 
whatever may be the consequence. He had his de- 
sire ; the child recovered, and grew up, if possible 
more and more his darling : but he lived to be a thorn 
in his side, and to pierce his heart with many sorrows. 
For just as he came to maturity, he robbed his excel- 
lent master, whom before he had often injured. He 
was seized by the hand of justice, tried, condemned, 
and died one of the most hardened wretches that ever 
went out of life in that ignominious manner. Upon 
the fatal day of execution, the mourning father was 
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made to remember his former rash petition with grief 
and tears ; and, humbled in the dust, confessed his 
foily and his sin. The text which heads this atticle, 
came home to his heart and his conscience. He was 
fully sensible that, in his former petition, he hmw 
not what he CLsked* 

A general application is intended, 
Header, " Trust in the Lord and do good.'* 



BBCTIMTT. 

ILLU8TEATIO1K8 OF SCBimTllE TRUTH. 

CBAPTSR U 

DOCTRINES AND EXAMPLES OP CHftlSt. 

Ib the context* our Savior b addressing his little 
band of admiring disciplesi and endeavoring to com- 
fort them with an assurance, that notwithstanding he 
was soon to be separated from them by the cruel hand 
of death, he would, in due time, come again in the 
glory of his spiritual kingdom, and receive them to 
himself and to the exalted enjoyments of that dhrine 
ruth which his advent kad brought to light. Among 
other things, he snys to them, ** Whither I go ye 
know, and the way ye know*^ But Thomas says, 
** Lord, we know not whither diou goest,and how can 
we know the way t" It was in reply to Thomas, 
that Jesus used the very significaoC language of the 
text 

Thomas (and perhaps the other disciples) was evi- 
dently in the belief, that Christ was intending to es- 
tablish a temporal government, notwithstanding tbe 
many important instructions that they had received in 
relation to the spiritual nature of his reigpi. Hence, 
it appears from the contest, that he supposed that Je^ 
8U8 was speaking to them of his departure to some 
other part of the country, to a place, the location of 

1.* 
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which, he had not yet informed them. It was probC'*' 
bly for the purpose of o^vdctiD|; ibis false impression 
and convincing Thomas that this language was to be 
understood in a moral sense, that he sak^-^/iUki the 
way/' &€• 

From. the foregoing, remarks and citi^tioiiSi it will 
be perceived that the text is the language of oar Sav* 
ior, and that itis full •f impntaiice. .Thia.beiitg4he 
case, it will be our design to render it as profitable fis 
our abilitiei^and limits will permit. This we shall en- 
deavor to do, by showing briefly how Jesus is *< the 
way, the truth, and the life,'' to the children of men f ' 
And 

1. He t# so by the do^irims irhiab.he tai^|[h|. All., 
mankind at the advent oif Christ, are rQ|Ht^nied i^.: 
languishing, famishing and sledping under the.deefifist 
and most destructive ignorance of the true God, and 
the moral obligations that they were under, to love^ 
serve and adore him. But the doctrine of Jesus cain& . 
like a refreshing shower of rain npon the parched «nd 
thirsty ground, it sofienml ibe hard jand barren 
hearts of men, cooled and purified the moral atmos- 
phere, and prepared the way for a rich and .plentifiil 
harvest of lighteousnesa, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Spirit* 

The visionary add degrading mythology of the 
Gentile nations, had furnished its adherents with a 
multitude of passionate, wrathful and cruel divinities, 
whose exorbitant demands upon their devotees, far 
exceeded their me.ans'of compliance, which rendejced 
f/jom wretched in the extreme, while contemplating 
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th^ inde^eribpdiie torments that their malignant gods 
might pouyr upon thffm in the future world ! 

The cexemoaial law hf which the Jews professed 
la be.govexttedfipd heoome so corrapted by the in- 
t4Poductipi)<af.Jiteathen fttbies, that it was nearly, if not 
e%ttaUy« as fmitftil a soiucq of error and miseryi as 
the heathen mythology itself. Hence, mankind were 
tavolved in the gloomy wiUosness of error and,d9lu- 
aicMi, virtually without iiope -and. without God. in the 
world. 

Put 4hje. ifesnab cam&*-4be matchless Son of God 
—and by the beneirol^t doQtrinef which he promul- 
gated, . the asloniahing miracles which he wrought in 
attestation of iheir truth, and the unanswerable argu- 
n^nts which he used in dieir defence — ^broke down 
the mighty bulwarks of bigotry, superstition and 
falsehood, and demonstrated to the nations the ulti- 
mate glory, life and immortality of a ransomed 
world I 

The doetrines of Christ w^eze <' the way^^^ by rais- 
ing the dejected minds, and directing the hopes of 
men, to God their benevolent Father, and Jesus their 
Immutable benetiietor and efficient Savior — ** the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the sins of the world."— 
They were **tfae Iruih?^ as &ey came from him who 
was the *' image of the invisible God." They were 
also the truth, in disljpetioB from all ether doctrines 
ever promoHgated among lews or heathens. Other 
doctrines may have contained some amall proportion of 
truth, but tike the pottage prepared at Gilgal for the 
sons of the prophets, they have invariably on exami- 
nation; been found to contain too much << death" to be 
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pabtabfe ^rbeneBdalibihan^. Tb^^rtoffr ^tte-lire^^^ 
Hence, Jestb hhns^ says, **lfi^ Aiil' MiveA isy 
wbrd, and belfetolh on KfththafflMitiiie^ Aaffteterla^- 
ifiig Jife^ afHl i^iAiiet e&kkt into e»ii dim i l w i!iMWi l>iil 
19 passed from ietdhxkt^Hfhl^ AM^tg/^hb Mvfi» 
<^ Tbe words iikaC 1 spede/ tbejr ate spMU^ 

Bat the dbetriaes of €lnri8t ase feeti>i#f ^ the My'* 
in wftieh mankhid nmst tiavel; 4e e%talii « Mw Md 
living faitht and a sure and steadfast hopo^^^Afis 
truiV* ¥Mch brings We and hiiiBoilbfiHy to light, and 
th^ moral •* fife "^rU^A^Mfmalesthe soul and satisfies 
the il^ants of the telfet«r bef#t tat Hwy -pentiirefy 
assure bs, thai tbb weakness shtfK be i^k^ied wtth 
power^tbls disfhbnoi' wfOi glbi^, andthfis eormptkm 
wifh irxvBortaJftjr— <ihttt a/Tshafl be iMde a)ftp« di Christ 
— that moitalii^ shall l>d swaQbwed up of life— life 
eternal ! — life immortal !--^lire nnending f 

2. Christ is the way* the tnith and the liCe in the 
amiable jexavppUs which ho exhibited to the world. — 
The history of all oatv^ps and ag^s may be carefully 
examined^ th^ bijigrayhy i>f J[ewi9h (w^tsand proph^ 
Q.ts, and a)sQ iof pa|^ phtfpsoptifiurs^ liMgr be searched. 
Mino ffrjkct e;(^mpl^ c^ be mmi- la whM 
pMt'Of j^r worl4 M^'i^ imu» existed* whose every 
aclt^ia ijfe was 8<|us^ by like jniie of wqi^^l perft^ 
tioQ 1 Wbftt iwiividtiiU .«ver .iKMpiHMaKfd the oppp^ 
sHipn, iAAub mid SibMse, tfesit^yswo Uke M overflowing 
floed Qp!9^ Jj^us of ^Kasi^rethy aod who ww prepared 
to moot it all An ^ uawavciiiMag spirit of heavenly 
charity aad forbearance ? JSIis^rj may ba imnsafd^ 
/a raia to Had such a personage^ None but Jesus 
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ever met such carnal weapoas of cruel opposition 
witb the aiiford of the spirit, exclusively. None but 
Jesus over endured micfa excessive insult with immu- 
table patience and fortitude. None but Jesus ever 
received such wanton abuse with unalterable forbear- 
ance and charity. In hitn we discover an exercise 
of love in exchange for the most bitter hatred — good 
will in exchange for malice and envy — and broth- 
eHy kindaees in exchange for raging persecution 
and wrath. Here is a perfect example for the chil- 
dren of humanity to imitate. But O, how few there 
are, even among his professed followers, who are de- 
termined to walk in his steps'— how few there are, who 
feel disposed to sacrifice their unruly passions at the 
golden altar of moral rectitude, and bury their remain- 
ing defections and transgressions under the foot of the 
cr&ss ! 

What did Jesus do for the benefit and improvement 
of liis fellow*men ? He took upon him the form of 
a 8eii:ant — led a desultory and suffering life — went 
nbout doing good, even to his worst enemies — and fi- 
nally, died upon Calvary for the. world, that the lost 
might be found, the sinner reformed, the deaf be bles-* 
sed with hearing, the blind with sight, the sick with 
health, the dead with life, and the whole world with 
salvation ! These c^camples qf personal sacrifice for 
public good, are worthy the interested attention and 
practical approbation of every child of Adam, as they 
are to us the way, the truth, and the life. 

- But how many arc there, who are willing in this 
respect, to be followers of Christ t Who is ready to 
sacrifice his personal comfort; temporal interest ;^oii;;u- 
L* 
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)^i(ity amd fri^ds^ to auppost cm4 eiy^ui^ige^ the onm* 
4KUtera(ed truths of the gospel, apd tt^Mcehx pw^ote 
tho highQ^t honoTi— the highest good of maotjad |uu« 
versa^y 1 Tbis we are bowd to dp, if ve would 
waU( in Christ 9L8 the /' waji'' enjej Chiri«t aa. the 
<< truth/' and hope io Cbwtaa theiesuisBeotioagyad 
thQ'Vlife-^' 

B\fJL om reioark and I have done*.. We siiwt hOf 
either Qhmiim^ or hiff^0crUe$, or ii^UMs^ If we 
would be Chrwtian8| we must follow Christ* If we 
would be hypocriteei we mutt profoae ooe thing and 
do another. If we woald be infidelsi we must deny 
the Christian religion in totom I^et ue be eooaistent 



ST. PAUL A UNIVERSALISt PREACHER- 

cBAma n. 

'* Wheremito I am ordained a preaeber.'' I Tim. iL 7. 

The texty it will be perceived, is a short one, and y> 
shall the Servian which follows it, be. But short 
.as the text is, it embraces matter of no little impor- 
tance. 

The author of the words selected, was St. Paul, the 
great apostle of the Grentiles ; and he was writing to 
Timothy, whom he addresses as his own son in the 
faith. His manifest objeqt in writing to Timothy 
was, to instruct biro more fully in the invaluable prin- 
ciples of that *< glorious gospel of the grace of God,** 
to the full belief of which, he had been thoroughly con« 
rerted ; and also to admonish bin? against the soph is- 



tiy «ih1 dec^pUonq of ^booo proif^MiMii of a pqp^ikNr fPr 
Ij^ioa 1:^ wlnab bo w^ sMoronncM* llos^ wacthy okh 

But we iutvo no tiiiKi to divell iieia Wo snist en* 
lor <iu:o^y iaio the maia subj^ot ivlMoh the lext em- 
bmeoflt « subject tliolt inigbt bo reodored extremely 
lOteveatiDg and profitable, if tlio iigbt man had taken 
hold of h. But as it ia, it jspoesiblo that some HtUo 
light may be thrown upoB it^ at least enough to ren* 
dor the spiritual darknesf which surrounds mankindt 

1. In our present endeavors* measuraMyilo open the 
matter to the mind of the reader, let Us inquire, in the 
first plaee, to the preaching of tdkat, St. Paul wisis or- 
dained, 'Hiis is a very important inquiry ; not only 
because it is the most direct wifty to get at the truth of 
the Christian religion » but also, because there is no 
little disagreeroeni and oontention In relation to the 
question. All professed Christians nre willing to ttd* 
roit in gentral terms, that Paul was not only ordained 
a preacher, but that he was ordained a preacher of 
gospel truth. Just so we belieye, and in regard 16 
this generol proposition, aU cheerfully and unanimouo- 
ly agree. Then, says the reader, how can there be, 
as you say, and as my own observation demonstrates, 
so much disagreement and contention in relation to 
the doctrines which the illustrious Apostle was or- 
dained to preach 1 I will tell you. Many people, 
and even some priests, will readily admit, in general 
terms, that the Apostle preached what he was ordained 
to preach, and that he was ordained to preach the 
truth ; but the moment you begin to name particular 



se^Uimtmii ael?aii6^ imd maintaioed by that anoiefll 
aflNd {nspired preacher, and bring forward hia oiHI 
declarations in support of them, they fly off at oaea^ 
in a tmgent^ and either ejiert their ingenaity to make 
the A{id0tle contradiot himself, or proin|il]y deflylhaot 
het preached the truth. No matter. We have thW 
one thing to comfort us ; they cannot reotft^ A^ change 
ite truth into a Her' though they ma^ repeatedly al<i 
tempt it. They may ^ worship 4he creature more 
tjiap tbe Creator," but they can never change the 
Father of spirits" into a *' beast and his image,'.' e%* 
oej^t it be in their ^' vain imaginations,'^ nor destroy 
that system of ioimuU^bie truth and love which Paul 
was ordained to promulgate and defend. But stop* 
We had forgotten that we were writing a Sketch Ser* 
mon. We will return to the qqestion immediately be* 
fore us, and endeavor to answer it. 

We may here remark:, that the apoetle was not oq- 
ly ordained to preach the truth. $fi.g'0iier(i/, hut lie was 
evidently ordained to preach the truth in erer;^ jMir/tctt* 
for. We are now prepared to name some of the par- 
tieutar sentiments preached and defended by St. Paol. 
7p do this, we have only to consult the preceding 
context, where the important articles of his faith are 
fully developed in language not easily to be misun- 
' derstood, and where too, we are fully authorized to 
believe that he was no partialist ; although he had 
previously been one, of the most thorough-going 
stamp. 

1. By referring to the commencement of the chap- 
tar which contains our text, we learn that the Apos- 
th^s prayers, intercessionaand giving of thanks, were 



eftraestly ofibred op for aU hmh without tiw ImsC iti* 
•erre ; for we caniK>t suppose that he would so ear* 
IMstlj exhort his beioved son Timodij to eomptebend 
marekk his peciiioiw to the throne of God, tbaa A# did» 
or than he wished others to. He says, ** I exhort 
therefore, that^ firH of M. supplicationm preyers. icH 
toreesskmsy end giving of thanks, be enade for 110 mfil £ 
for kiogSt and for all that aje in authoiity ^'^&t9nrrr 
This exhortation, then, should oonstitute a sufficieol 
stWDMliis to induce, ni least evei^ man who is *^or* 
diiuned a preacher*^ of Gospel truthf to embrace in his 
pfajrenrto€k>dt the wkoU human family as the off* 
S|»ing of one Father, and subjects of that impartial 
favor which transformed the darkened mind of the 
bijgoted and persecM.tii^ Saul, and render^ him % 
CQO^ifltQnt a^d beqevoleot Christian* But 

3* We should be very careful thjit our prayers and 
intercessionsudo not exten<l beyond the boundaries cf 
our faith ; for the same author is very particular to 
inform his brother in the ministry .that» ** what is not 
of faith ft m." Reader, there are but few greater 
sins, than to pt ay Tor the purification and salvation of 
the whole world, and at the same time believe only in 
the ultimate reconciliation and happiness of a small 
fHirt of the world* But hypocritical and heaven^i^* 
suiting as this is, nothing is more common now-a-daya 
than such inconsistencies. O, that every ordained 
preacher would be governed in his devotional' exerci- 
ses, by the Apostolic admonitions, not only to ^* pray 
for all men," but aboto *< pray lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath or doubting" ! Then would they be 
prepared duly to appieeiate the rsaacni which the 
Aapostle gites, for such impar&l «»i ifoMifigl^st«;\< 
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M be enjoiiuf upon.' hit young son io thQ Christian 
faith. 

8. The reaaont ju«t alluded to, may be feand in Ibe 
9df 4th9 6th and 6th verses, and are stated in the fol* 
lowing plain and positive terms. Reader^ examine 
these terms carefully, in connexion with the foregoing, 
and treasure up the valuable lessons therein so clearly 
taught and enfofeed. Here they are, writleo, as it 
wercj in letters of gold. 

• FtrsU " For this [praying for all men, lifting xxp 
holy hands without wrath and doubting] is good' and 
acceptable in the sight of Gold x>ur Savior ; who mil 
ftore ALL men to 1)0 saved, and to come unto tlie 
ktiowledge of the truth.'' A most cogent reason in- 
deed ! and one which is sufficient, even of itself, to 
show conclusively, that Paul was *' ordained a preach- 
er*' of universal grace and salvation to a lost world ! 
For if God vnll htoe all men to be saved, there can be 
no infidelity or heresy in belteving that all will be 
^aved ; and hence the propriety of praying for such 
a result, *' id faith, nothing doubting.*' 

Second. Knowing that prejudice was strong and 
preconceived opinions unyielding, and that eiTOi'isls 
must have *^ line upon line and precept upon precept," 
the Apostle goes on to state a tecond reason intimately 
connected with the first, in the following words : 
** For there is one God, [not three,'] and one mediator 
[not God,] for he is betxoeen God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time." Reader, do you wish for any 
farther, or any better, or any stronger testimony in 
^itestation of the fact, that the great apostle was 
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^« ordained a preacher" of Uiversalitrti I Is liot 
this enough to dissolve the adamantine coat of sec* 
tarlan tradition and partialist prejudice, in which 
so many souls are arbitrarily encased 1 I pause fof 
a reply, 

' 41 Having thus seen, from the Apostle's own Ian* 
guage, unto what he was *' ordained a preacher," we 
may now easily perceive what it was that filled his 
soul so full of universal benevolence, peace and joy, 
while encountering the uncontrolled rage and malice 
of his Jewish brethren, whose partfal creeds and lim- 
ited views of divine grace, he had wholly rejected.— 
Vcs, we can see what it was that caused hhn to ex* 
claim, in the overflowing tide of unrestrained love and 
compassion, '< I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen according 
to the flesh : who are Israelites ; to whom pertaineth 
the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises ; whose are the fathers, and of whom, as 
concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed forever" — (Rom. ix. 8. 4, 5) — that 
caused him to say, ** He [God] hath concluded them 
all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon alP' — 
that compelled him to exclaim, on another occasion, 
*' O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out ! " 

We are aware of tho fact, that Calvin, Luther, 
Wesley, Whitefield, and a numerous host of more 
modern clergymen, were ordained to preach a differ- 
ent doctrine ; and we are fuU^ «eTkXk^<^ \»^^ ^\ ^^^^ 
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detetaiious effieti that have followed. These. jbiav^ 
beea ordained, as preachers of Grod's wrath and end*, 
less curse, a Savior's ultimate vengence towards a 
fearful proportion of those who are subjects of his 
power, and a dismal prison of infinite and endless tor* 
ture for milUons of our race ; but by what or whose 
authority^ we know not. 

The primitive apostles were oU, like Paul, ordained 
to preach ^ the gospel of the grace of God'* — the 
** gospel uf salvation." And they were commanded ' 
to. preach it ** to every creature." Hence there coi«ld 
be M creature to whom they were. authorized to preach 
the fabled doctrine of ceaseless woO. Reader, take 
your Bible ; search it through ; and if you can find 
one instance where the terms, gospel of endle$8 dam^ 
iiali<M»^— gospel of Qod's vindictive torath — or, gospel 
of limited salvation occurs we will forthwith discon- 
tinue our labors in the cause of Universalism. Thia 
however, can never be done, for the very term gospel, 
signifies ** glad tidings," or *^good news." And this 
is just what St. Paul, and all other Universalist cler- 
gymen are ordained to preach ; iand it is just what 
prompted Paul to declare, that nothing in heaven 
above, or in the earth beneath, should ** be able to sep- 
arate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord,'* 

II. It \^ill only be necessary now for us to show 
how the apostle discharged his ministerial duties, and 
we ^hoM do it very briefly, as we have b\it little room, 
in doing /Am, it may be remarked, that he did sO by 
boldly and fearlessly declaring, illustrating and de- 
lendiDg ^he great truths of the doctrine he had receiv-^ 
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ed from the Lord Jesus. He never undertook to con- 
ceal or disguise his sentiments, to please his numer- 
ous and popular opposers. No, for when in Athens, 
and surrounded by the Epicurean and Stoic philoso- 
phers, who invidiously pronounced him a "babbler,*' 
he lifted up his voice among them and said, " Ye men 
of Athens^ I perceive that in all things ye are too su- 
perstitious. For as 1 passed by, and beheld your de- 
votions, I foun^ an altar with this inscription, *To the 
UNKNOWN God.' Whom, therefore, ye ignorantly wor- 
ship, him declare I unto you." Again, he hesitates 
not to tell the Romans, that they have ** changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worship and serve the 
creature more than the Creator." And he also says, 
"I am set for the defence of the gospel.'' Thank God, 
the truth of this declaration is clearly set forth in our 
context, as above noticed ; and every preacher should 
feel as he did, the responsiblity of his station, and fear- 
lessly follow his example, in never shunning to de- 
clare the whole truth embraced in the gospel ; which 
truth is, that " God is love" — that " his tender mercy 
is over all his works"— that he **is good unto all" ; 
that '<he commendeth his love towards us, in ihat 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" — that 
he *^ will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth" — and also that " the 
wicked shall not go unpunished," nor escape their just 
deserts* Every preacher should also, follow his ex- 
ample in exposing dishonesty, hypocrisy, craft and 
deception, as well in the church as out of it, whether 
men will been or whether they will forbear. All thes^ 



are important duties, and should never be neglected 
<*by hicn who is ordained a preacher." But we have 
done. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE DIVINE COUNCIL AND PLEASURE. 

" My counsel shall stand, and I wiU do all my ploasure."'-^ 

Isa. xlvi. 10. 

I. Here is an unqualified and unconditional pro- 
position that the divine counsel shall be fully and per- 
fectly executed. The language positively forbids t^e 
introduction of any contingencies or dependence up- 
on 8eoon(kiTy causes — it is emphatic and positive. 
Oi vain man, cease, I conjure you, contending tliat 
€rod will be thwarted in the design of man's creation, 
or be subjected to disappointment in regard to the full 
accomplishment of his immutable purposes ! You 
are bound by every principle of nature, reason and 
divine revelationi to acknowledge that ** God toorkeih 
all things after the counsel of his own vfilV^ Who 
dare to contend otherwise, taking the Scriptures for 
their guide ? 

II. What is the " counseP' and " pleasure" of the 
adorable Being who makes the above declaration ? 
Answer — God ^< will have all men to be saved, and 
tocoipe unto the knowledge of the truth." 1 Tim. 
ii;4. Here his will is clearly stated, and that his 
will, his counsel, and his pleasure are one and the 
same thing, is too obvious to require proof. Reader, 
do you believe the apostle has given a true statement 1 
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If you admit that be has, can you doubt the pfoprie« 
ty of advocating and defending the truth of his state^- 
ment ? 

But perhaps you m^y atiil question whether God's 
mU and pwrpoae are the same« Some have very zeal- 
ously contended that God's will might embrace the 
salvation of ali mankind^ while his furpo$e was de« 
cidedly in opposition to suoh a result. If, howdtj^er* 
3rou wish for instructioa in this matter, read Bu Paul's 
Epistle to the Bphesians, u 0— 11, and it is believed 
jou wiU be convinced of the fact that Crod^i will and 
purpose are in perfect accordance widi each others 
Ifere 18 the passage alluded to* ^< Having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will| according to 
his good pleasure) which he hath purposed m himself, 
that in the dispensation of the fullness of times, he 
might gather together in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and on earth," Sso^ 

Here you will perceive that God's wtB,'* ** good 
pkaawrtf" and ^^purpos^^ are in perfect harmony — 
are synonimous. But you may here object by say- 
ing that Gcki's will, purpose and pleasure is, to gath- 
er ail things that are in Christ, aot^those which av^ 
out of Christ, or all nien. Then, according to the 
Scriptures God has one will to save aU men, and mio- 
iher will to save only a pa/rt ; and both revealed wills i' 

Such an objector, I think, must esteem his Bible 
very highly, especially the writings of St P^ul, when 
he discovers such palpable contradictions as he con* 
tends for ! Which of these revealed wills would our 
objector have us rely upon ts genuine I Both, can- 
not be so. If we should rely xx^vl thiM ni^S^. ^\&s3«*i 
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$U Paul says embraces the salvation of all men, wa 
must discard that will which the objector says doe9 
not embrace all men, and so, vice vet^aa^ 

But if the language of both passages is allowed to 
speak for itself, we must believe that God's will,^ 
pleasure and purpose mean one and the sameithing,' 
and th^t the salvation of a// men is embraced in that 
thing, call it what you will. 

This view of the subject will not only harmonize 
the Scripture^, but it will exonerate St. Paul (and per- 
haps, some others) from the charge of inconsistency 
and contradiction. 

Xhe argument then, stands thus : God toiUSf pur^ 
posea, and it is his good pleasure, that all men should 
be saved and come, to the knowledge of the truth — 
should be .'* gathered together in Christ, the head of 
ev^ry man— -the first ^ born of every creature and 
Savior of the world." Who will venture to contest 
this argument ? 

III. Now for the conclusion. U^e proof is deem* 
ed sufficient in favor of the fact, that the counsel of 
God shall stand— ^that he will do all his pleasure — that 
his ^ill, purpQse and pleasure, meaning the same 
thing,, is to save all men — to gather them together in 
Christ during the dispensation of the fullness of 
times, and consummate the << restitution'' of all things, 
who think ye, reader, will be endlessly wretched — 
who will be finally made fuel for hell, and sport for 
devils, world without end ? Who will sin away the 
day of grace and sink beneath the reach of infinite 
mercy ? Either come forward and refute the testi- 
moojr of di'vioe reyelationi or acknowledge that 
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« every creature ia heayen, and on earth, tHid under 
the earthy and all that are in the aea,'' shall ultimatcily 
be heard, *^ sayiogy- blessing, and honor, amd power, 
and glory, be unto him that sitteth upon the tfiicme, 
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.'' 

Review, — The proposition is, that the counsel of 
God shall stand, and that he will do all his pleasure. 
The argument is, that Grod's will, purpose and divine 
pleasure embrace the salvmtion of all men. And the 
inevitable conclusion necessarily follows, that all men 
toiil be saved — gathered together in Christ, and the 
universe unite in songs of endless congratulation and 
praise. 

The proposition, argument and conclusion are 9M 
in perfect harmony with the nature and attributes of 
God, and the common desire of all good men. 



CHAPTER IV. 

EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE. 

** And Enoch also, the seventh frqpk Adam, prophedled of tlwi^ 
things, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his 
saints, to execute judgment upon all; and to eonvinee all that are 
ungodly amon^ them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all their bard speeches which ufigodly 
mnners have spoken against him/' — Jude, verses 14, 15. 

This is a passage of scripture which is dwelt upon 
with much seeming confidence hy a certain class of 
divines, as proof positive in favor of a general judg- 
ment at the close of time, which will result in the un- 
ending wretchedness of millions of our race. But 
this application of the text exhibits those who thuu 
pervert its meaning, in a very unfavorable point of 
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view« h shows that they have taken their opinions 
upon trust, and being deceived thmnselves, are zeal- 
ously engaged in deceiving and misleading others. 
And it also shows that they are criminally ignorant of 
the subject upon which the writer was engaged, as 
well as of sacred and profane history, and the united 
testimony of their own most learned^ pious and criti- 
cal commentators. But it seems that any thing may 
be resorted to with the fullest approbation in support 
of that gloomy hypothesis which temporal policy 
and tradition have rendered popular. But the time is 
soon coming, and even now is, when reason shall re- 
sume its throne — truth prevail, and the tradiiionary 
absurdities of priestcraft and delusion vanish away 
before the effulgent beams of the sun of righteous* 
ness. €rod be praised for this unspeakable blessing. 
Nothing can be more evident to the informed and 
unprejudical mind, than that the above passage is a 
prediction^ not of miseries in the future world, but of 
severe judgment of a temporal and limited nature. — 
This, the reader will soon learn, is not exclusively 
the opinion of Universcdists^ who are so frequently 
accused of perverting and << wresting" the scriptures 
to accommodate their own peculiar views ; but it is 
the of>ion]on of at least four of the most learned and 
able <* orthodox*^ commentators. That the public 
may have a proper understanding of the subject, and 
be prepared duly to appreciate the truth of God, and 
also to place a proper estimate upon the zealous exer- 
tions of those <* blind guides" who are laboring in- 
cessantly to deceive them into the heathenish jootlon 
that God will render infinitely wretched a fearful pro- 
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portion of his dependent offspring, for whose exis- 
tence they are commanded to praise the Lord, we will 
copy the language of Gilpin, Cappe, Grotius and 
Clarke, in relation to the text, 

Gilpin says in his notion the text, <' Against such 
persons Enoch prophesied, when, speaking of the old 
world, he threatens them with God's heavy displea- 
sure for their enormous crimep." — Expos, in loc^ 

QkVFEi on the same text, says^ << The Lord cometh 
with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment ; 
whioh is the language of very ancient times, relating, 
probably, to some signal judgment of God upon un- 
believers and scoffers, and applied by this writer to 
those of his own day.'* — Crit, Rem, t. 152. 

Grotius, on the text, says, *» Whatever Enoch 
caid, or was able to say, on the approach of the de- 
luge, might very fitly be referred, by Jude, to the 
almost universal slaughter which menaced the con- 
tumacious Jews." — Annot, in loc, 

Clarke on the text holds the following language, 
which we quote especially for the benefit of our Meth' 
odist friends, (/) ** To execute judgment; this was 
originally spoken to the antideluvians, and the com- 
ing of the Lord, to destroy the world, (age,) was the 
thing spoken of in this prophecy, or declaration. 
But as God had threatened this, it required no direct 
inspiration to foretell it." — Com. in loc. 

We might adduce much more testimony to show 
that the text has no reference to rf future state of be- 
ing, or a ^^ generaV^ judgment; but he that will not 
be satisfied with the above, would not be satisfied with 
twice as much more. Therefore we submit the sub- 
ject 



CHAPTEH V. 

MERCY AND JUSTICE. 

The mercy of God is perfectly consistent with the 
demands of strict justice ; therefore, because we be- 
lieve that infinite mercy forbids the endless woe of 
any intelligent being, it is not to be inferred that we 
do not believe in the just chastisement of the wicked. - 
Justice demands, however, no greater amount of pun- 
ishment than will ultimately prove a benefit to the 
punished ; hence it requires nothing that mercy would 
oppose. Justice requires the perfect reconciliation of 
.every transgressor, and mercy approves of all the 
means which are deeigoed to produce so glorious and 
benevolent an end. Thht justice will have its demands 
answered in. a manner perfectly consistent with the 
holy principle of divine mercy f is clearly evident from 
the following scriptures, *^ One jot or tittle of the law 
shall in no wise fail till all is fulfilled." << Justice and 
judgment are the habitation of thy throne, mercy and 
truth go before thee," dec. '< He is Sijust God and a 
Savior J^ God ''is good unto aU and his tender mer- 
cy is over all the work of his hands." ''His mercy 
is everlasting — endureth forever.'* God " is no res- 
pecter of persons." 

Thus we learn that God " will by no means clear 
the guilty,'' and that he is unchangeably good and 
merciful to all his creatures. But no one will con- 
tend that there is any mercy in infinite misery^ and it is 
equally as unscriptural and senseless to say there is 
^ny justice in such an event* 



CHAPTER Yt. 

A POPULAR ERROR CORRECTED. 

** Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.'' 

Phil. u. 12. 

Reader, here is an iDJunction that merits some de-- 
gree of serious attention ; not because there is any 
thing about it incomprehensible, unintelligible or mys- 
terious ; but because a vain and heedless tradition 
has perverted and most cruelly tortured its original 
and primitive meaning. However, not to trouble 
you with a long and tiresome exordium^ I will ofier 
only a remark or two relative to the common and 
popular view of the passage, and then present you 
with my own humble opinion. 

1. You are aware that this text, being wrested 
from its intimate connection, has very generally been 
understood as clearly teaching the doctrines, by im^ 
plication at least, of immortal scdvalion and damnation 
— Hnan*s free agency in choosing which destiny he 
pleased, and the full efficiency of good works in es^' 
caping the latter, and securing the former- This tra- 
ditionary view of the passage, has rendered it won- 
derfully useful among certain sects, in their zealous 
endeavors to arouse the fears of weak and uninform- 
ed minds, and to bring them on to the *' anxious 
seats," And it may be proper to remark here, that 
this erroneous understanding of the matter, is estab- 
lished upon no better foundation than the supposition,, 
that St. Paul was addressing unbelievers — sinner*, who 
were on the road, and momentarily exposed, to eter- 
nal death. Taking it for granted that this was the 



160 ILLUSTEATI0N8 

fact, the advocates of endless perdition, adopt the 
Apostle's language in their addresses to modern char- 
acters of a similar stamp, and thus frighten thou- 
sands out of their senses, and mh the ohurch*^ 

3. But to make a long matter as short as possible : 
Was Paul addressing unholy and sinful charaeten % 
<' I have always thought so,'' says the reader. Prob-^ 
ably you have ; and ihk is by no means uQaocoimta- 
ble. But permit me respectfully to inform you that 
you have always *' thought" wrong. To demoastralB 
my assertion, I would invite you just to read the whole 
verse. Here it is. <' Wherefore my ie/oved, as yo 
have (Uwaya obeyedf not in my presence onlyy but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own $ahm^ 
tion^* &c. Is such the language of the illustrioua' 
Apostle to vile, impenitent and lioentioua unbelieveri ? 
Not at all. He was addressing true believef&-»4ii» 
faithful brethren in the truth, as above proved. This 
matter being thus clearly settled, the features of the 
subject are at once changed, you perceive, from black 
to white-^from frowns to smiles^-from terror to 
peace. 

8. [t being fully settled, therefore, that Paul was 
addressing true and faithful believers — saints — it may 
next be inquired, What was the sahation which they 
were to '• work out ;'' It was certainly a salvation 
which they hetd; for it is called their " own/' And 
further ; it was a salvation which, being in their own 
possession, they were to work oirf, not a foreign sal- 
vation which they were to work themselves into at 
some future period. In a word, it was that special 
salvation whhh every trae believer had received, 
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*' through s&ncti&catioii of the ^irit, and belief of the 
truthi" and in which he << rejoiced with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory,'^ Jesus says to a certain indi- 
vidual, ^* thy faith hath saved thee ;'' and Paul says 
to his brethren ^< salvation is come unto the Gentiles." 
Jesus says to another individual, '' This day is salva- 
tion come unto this house." These testimonies are 
abundantly sufficient to show to every reasonable 
mindy that the salvation which those believers had 
received, and were admonished to <* work outf^' was 
constituted of the doctrinal and practical principles of 
that Gospel in which they stood, surrounded by an un- 
believing, superstitious and persecuting world. 

4. In what manner were they to work out this sal- 
vation, or the ennobling, and purifying,and happifying 
principles constituting the salvation which they had 
received, and which was therefore their " own ?''— 
Simply by continuing to act upon these excellent prin- 
ciples, being governed by the same pure motivts, and 
cherishing the holy disposiiionf which were exhibited 
by the blessed Redeemer — going on, exemplifying,' 
ilhistrating and enforcing the glorious truths of the 
Gospel, by the punctual exercise of charity, meroy 
and peao^, ttmong mankind. This is the way they 
ware to "work out'' their " own salvation.*' A con- 
firmation of this glorious tfu^, may be seen in Paul's 
letter to the Hebrews. *< Therefore, leaving the first 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repen- 
tance from dead works, and o^aith towards God." 
Here the same sentiment which we find in the t6zt, is 
anforeed. They were to leate the docttiflal tenets of 



163 TLLUfilTRATlONS 

ohristianity, in a measure, and go on unto perfection ^ 
in working outf or reducing those doctrinal tenets to 
daily practice. 

Out whftt are we to understand by the " fear and 
trembling" with which we are to work out the princi- 
ples of the Gospel ? I answer Nothing more nor 
less, than that humility, and self abatement, and vir- 
tuous diffidence, which every true christian feels, 
when going forward in the faithful discharge of his 
religious obligations, and realizing his responsibilities, 
his imperfections, the difficulties he is compelled to 
encounter, and the dangers to which he is exposed of 
being led estray by the seductions of error and the 
flatteties of a delusive world. It is perfectly consis- 
tent to ** work out," or illustrate and exemplify the 
principles of the Gospel " with fear and trembling J' 
This is the manner in which salvation, or the received 
principles of Gospel truth, was worked outj by the 
primitive disciples. What does Paul say to his Co- 
rinthian brethren, in reference to the feelings that 
agitated his mind, while he labored among them as a 
preacher of divine truth and grace ? Hear him, *' I 
was with you with fear and trembling.^^ Hear him 
again, where in his second letter to the same brethren, 
he is highly commending their sincerity, zeal and 
faithfulness, and speaking of the efiect which his pri 
vate representation of them had had upon the miifd of 
Titus—'' And hi^i inward affection is more abundant 
towards you, while he remembers the obedience of 
you all, how wiih fearand tremhUngye received him." 
Once more ; Paul Ays to his fiphesian brethrent 
^^Be obedient with /ear and trembling.^* But the tes- 
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tiroony i^dduced, is more than sufficient to establish 
the view which we have taken of this matter of fear 
and trembling ; and also to show, that it was not the 
apprehension of death, divine wrath, and everlasting 
perdition, which caused ftw and trembHng among the 
primitive disciples of Christ, while they were hearti* 
ly engaged in the glorious cause of their Master — 
in working out, or illustrating in their lives and con* 
duct, their '< own salvation," the salvation which they 
had joyfully received through the grace of God. And 
I will only add, that I have, in this article, endeavored 
to correct what I consider an injurious error, and 
shall leave the result for time and circumstances, aid- 
ed by the energies of the Divine Spirit, to determine. 
*' Truth is mighty, and it must prevail*' 



CHAPTER VII. 



INFINITY OF SIN. 



The doctrine of ihe infinity of sin has long been 
held by the great majority of professed Christians, as 
an established truth in theology of which it was infi- 
delity to cherish a doubt, and against which it was 
criminal to suggest an argument And this has not . 
only long been the case, but it still caniinuts to be re- 
ceived at an all-important sentiment in the popular re- 
ligion of the day. How mankind obtained this no- 
tion, or from whence it was derivel^ I shall not under- 
take to explain ; but in their endeavors to sustain the 
position that sin is infinite, its adyQca.tft% ^Cv.<^^ ^^%- 



sent US with the following argument — ^* sin is a viola- 
tion of God^B law — God i« an infinite Being — there- 
fbre, 8tii is an ofienee to an infinite Being, and most 
of coase^aence be infinite/' Now for the sake of 
the argument, we will admit the eorrectness of tins 
reasoning ; and then contend upon the same princv- 
pie of logic, that human virtue is infinite. Virtue is 
obedience to God^s law — God is an infinite Being* — 
therefore, virfue is pleasing to an infinite Being, amd 
must of consequence be infinite. But will the gener^ 
ab'ty of Christians thus abkJe bj the legitimate result 
of their own reasoning ? Certainly not ; for as hu* 
man virtue is possessed in some degree by every intel- 
ligent being, the argument would prove too much ; 
every intelligent being would be infinitely vit'iu&U9i 
and infinitely vicious — every intelligeBt being would 
merit both infinite reward and infinite punishment ! 
But if vice is infinite, because it is a violation of a law 
given by an infinite Being, I cannot perceive why 
virtue is not infinite, as it is a conformity to a law 
given by an infinite Being. That is said to be '^ a 
poor rule which wifl not work both ways/' and cer- 
tainly the saying will most perfectly apply in the ease 
under notice. — ^Butto proceed: 

Do those who endeavor to maintain the popular 
view of this subject, pretend to give us any Bible au-- 
thority for their conclusions ? O yes ; they cite Job 
22 : 5, and wmM cite dtfy more such passages if they 
could only find them ; but unfortunately there is not 
another text in th# Bible where ** infinite" is ever 
connected in any way with sin. The only passage^ 
tRereforef to which they can leaotl fe this—" Is no 



thy wick^xkesn great and thine iniquities iofioite 9" 
But who asked Job this queation f Was it Qcd I O 
no ; it was Eliphaz the Temanite, one of Job^s jprofes- 
sed friends. But did Biipbar mean to he understood 
that the sIqs of Job were infinite ia magniiudof or in 
number t If in magnitude, why did he use the jd^ 
•W number f There was no propriety ia this ; for tf 
sin be inHnitOi one of Job^s transgressions was of as 
great magnitude as the whole of them. But I think 
it rery evident from the context that Bliphaz used the 
term infinite in reference, not to the magnitude, but te 
the mcmfrerof Job's iniquities; for he immediately ex- 
plains his meaning. In the next verse he says: *' For 
thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for naught; 
thou hast stripped the naked of their clothing. Thou 
hast not given water to the thirsty to drink ; and thou 
hast withholden bread from the hungry. Thou hast 
sent widows away empty ; and the arms of the fath- 
erless have been broken. Afid thou fcayest, how doth 
God know ? Can he judge through the dark ekmd V 
Why are all these iniquities specified if sin in its na- 
ture be infinite ? But again ; if the sins of Job were 
infinite either in magnitude or number, they might 
have been more than infinite ; for Job was oertaioly 
not as wicked as he might have been, had he fc^lowed 
the advice of his wife, which was to abandon his com- 
mendable patience, curse God and die ! 

But it is evident that Eliphaz did not mean to have 
the term '* infinite,'' as applied to the sinci of Job, un*> 
derstood in its proper and full sense. This word is - 
frequently used in the Scriptures in a qualified nense, 
^nd signifies only what is unoommonly ^etl^^Sbfir^^^ 
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by no means infinite. The Prophet Nahum eertainly 
used the word in this sense when he said, ^' Take ye 
the spoil of silver ; and take ye the spoil of gold ; 
for there is none end of the store.^' The original term 
here rendered ^* none end/' is elsewhere rendered tn- 
fenUe* I will cite one example. In the 3d eh. of Na- 
hum, 9th verse, the Prophet says '< Ethiopia and 
Egypt were her strength, and it was infinite J** Here 
it IB asserted that the strength of Ethiopia and Egypt 
was infinite^ Can any such declaration be found in 
relation to the magnitude of sin ? No, not in the Bi- 
ble. But who is credulous enough to suppose that 
the strength of Ethiopia and Egypt was strictly and 
properly infinite ? All the passage was ever inten- 
ded to mean, was, that the power of Ethiopia and 
Egypt was very great, compared with other contem- 
porary nations or kingdoms. 

Thb is evidently the nature of Eliphaz, meaning 
in the case of Job ; and yet, he does not assert that 
Job's sins wtve infinite, either in magnitude ox number ; 
he only, in the heat of his zeal, proposes the ques- 
tion : But, that Eliphaz was wrongs even in this, ia 
rendered evident by the declaration of Jehovah, who 
says '^unto Eliphaz the Temanitct my wrath is kin- 
dled against thee, and against thy two friends ; for ye 
have not spoken of me the things that are right as 
my servant Job hath." Eliphaz, then, was a false 
itacher ; he ntggested that sin was infinite ; but even 
he did not assert it ; and this is all the evidence that 
the Bible furnishes in proof of the infinity of sin. 
Let the deceived child of popular tradition blush at his 
uo founded assumption t 



CHAPTER VIII. 

" THE SECOND DEATH," 

I can think of nothing which appeslrs to me of 
higher importance in securing the good or^cr aii'd 
liappiness of society, in this age of religious m^nia 
and extravagance, than a rational and consistent 
understanding of the Scriptjures. It must he con- 
ceded by every candid and well informed man, that 
a want of this mental embellishmeot, in connexion 
with that consummate credulity with which the want 
of this important acquisition is generally associated, 
has been, and now is,^the caiise of nine-tenths of , the 
moral evil so conspiciously prevalent in Christendom. 
Hence it is the duty of every philanthropist to coo- 
tribute to that fund of information which w6 think 
must eventually overturn the vile inventions of 
aspiring ecclesiastics, and set the captive mihd'^t Iilj'- 
erty. 

« For 'tis a fearful sight to see 
8« Doeany maniacs dancing in their chains; 
They gaze upon the links that hold them fast^ 
With eyes of anguish execrate their lot, 
Then shakfi them in despair and danee again." 

The phrase which heads this article is found in the 
Revelation of St. John, chapter ii : 11, xx : 6, 14^ 
and xxi : 8 ; and I know of no Bible language which 
is relied on with more confidence, or appealed to tndre 
fre^ently, in support of infinite vengeance, than 
this. As the second death evidently refers to a Jtrsl 
d6ath— tlie cottimon opinion is, that the first deatk w 
actually the dissolution of the body, and i1» second 
death, the endless and irretrievable damvaAxQXk^^V:^'*^ 
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■oul aDd body immediately after the general resurrec". 
tioo* Whether this opinion be true and proper, or 
fHtfCher it be false and improper, is our object now to 
myoertain. Let it then be remarked. 

1. That an inconsistency must be discoverable in 
tl)e common opinion^ for, agreeably to this opinion, 
the death of which we are speaking is as radically 
different from that death to which it is secondt as spit'it 
is from matter^ or life from death. The death of the 
body, allowing the inspired writers to teach the truth, 
consists in an entire extinction of life with every ani- 
mal sensation ; hence it is, with the utmost propriety, 
said — *'the dead know not anything — in the day they 
die their thoughts perish — their love, and their hatred,, 
and their envy are perished — there is no wisdom 
nor device nor knowledge in the state of the dead.V 
Now, is the second death, which is said to take place 
immediately after the general resurrection from this 
state of natural death, in any respect, whatever, «tms- 
lar to this ? Certainly not ; for it is said to be a 
state of the keenest sensations — of infinite pains, and 
groans, and lamentations. Where now is the propria 
ety of calling such a state as this, the second death 1 
Would it not be much more proper and consistent to 
call it a second life, seeing, while we are blessed 
with animal life, we are subject to- pain, sorrow, and 
disappointment ? In this view of the subject there 
would be a striking similarity ; whereas, according ta 
the common opinion, there would be none. From 
what has been seen, we must conclude that a wrong- 
application has been made of the term, '^second death ^* 
we shall therefore proceed. 
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% To point out, agreeably to reason and revelation, 
the true meaning of the above oft repeated phrase. 
Let it be remarked then, that the first time we meet 
with this remarkable passage, is in the second chap, 
of Revelation as above cited. There the Revelator, 
in writing to the church of Smyrna, and speakipg of 
the many trials and difficulties which was about to 
come upon them, by the hands of those who said they 
were Jews, but were not, but were of the synagogue 
of the adversary, says* *' He that overcometh shall 
not be hurt of the second death." It would bo well 
for the reader to remember that this remark was made 
to a Christian churchy and that it plainly intimates to 
us, and was designed to inform /Aem, that if (hey 
should fail of overcoming thosa trials of their faith, 
which they were destined to meet, they should be hurt 
of the second death. 

Now by a little careful, unprejudiced attention to^ 
the subject) it is easy to discover what is here meant 
by the second death. The church to whom this re- 
mark was applied, had been gathered from among 
Pagan idolators, whose moral state before their con- 
version to the Christian religion, is called dealh^ in the 
language of the Illustrious npostle to the Gentiles. — 
In his epistle to the Ephesians he says, '' But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith ho 
loved us, even when wo were dead in sina^ hath 
quickened us together with Christ," That Pagan 
idolatry, and Jewish blindness, are represented as a 
suite of deathf from which the Gospel of Christ was 
designed to quicken and raise them, no person of 
information and candor will attempt taevad«or ques- 
tion. 
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Jesus said ; ^*The hour is coming, and Aow^ is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear shall live.*' St. John says, ** We 
know that we have passed from death unto lifef be- 
cause we love the brethren.'' Is it not from these 
circumstances, clearly proven that all men, at the an- 
nunciation of the glad news of the Gospel truth, both 
J^ws and Gentiles, were in a state of mo^al death ? — 
If this point is conceded, then it is proper to consider 
this the^r^f death in the sense of the passage which 
heads the present remarks. The time had then ar- 
rived when the Gospel truth of life and immortality 
quickened and raised all true believers to newness of 
life, uniting them to Christ by a new and living faith 
— «* Yield yourselves*' says Paul " unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead,*^ &c. Those Gentiles, 
which were associated in the church at Smyrna, had 
bi^en made alive unto God by faith in Christ. Hence, 
i^jieeting and despising the idols which they had pre- 
viously worshipped, they exposed themselves to the 
most outrageous persecutions, of which St. John,, 
from the isle of Paimos, reminds them, telling them, 
at the same time, that those who should remain stead- 
fast and overcome those trials should not be <<hurt of 
the second death" — as much as to say, if you remain 
rooted and grounded in the faith which you have es- 
poused, continuing steadfast through all those ap- 
proaching troubles and persecutions of which I liave 
told you, then you shall not fall back again into that 
state of death from which, by the grace of God, you 
have been delivered, which to you would certainly bo 
n ^^ second death.^^ 
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In the remarks made to the minister of the church 
of Sardisy we are appri2sed that this second death 
had then actually been realized — See 3d chap. 1 verse. 
^'I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 
Hyest and art dead," This death was the effect of 
having defiled their garments, which shows that they 
had once been clean — See 4lh verse — *' Thou hast a 
FEW names, even in Sardip, which have not defiled 
their garments, and they shall walk with me in white, 
for they are worthy." 

Does the reader wish for a clearer illustration % — 
These backsliding members of the church of Sardis 
had been washed by conversion to the truth of the 
Gospel ; their garments were made *<clean in the blood 
of the Lamb'*' — they had been made alive in Christ, 
which clearly evinces that they were dead. But now 
we behold them with their " garments defiled,'* aban- 
doned to their former prejudices and gross supersti- 
tion ; dead to every good word and work. Will any 
one now pretend that this was not the second death to 
them ; when it is so conclusively shown that ihcy had 
once before been dead; subsequent to which they had 
been quickened and made alive in Christ. But tlie 
Revelator further observes, (3 chap. 5 verse,) that 
,'^Hethat overcometh, the same shall be dressed in 
white raiment ; and I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess his name before 
my Father and before his angels." Nothing can be 
more evident, than that those Apostles who had '* de- 
filed their garments'' had abandoned the faith, and had 
not overcome, but were under the dominion of the 
second deaih ; their names were, as a matter of course. 
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*' blotted out of the book of life," which clearly 
shows that they wore once toriUen there. The *' book 
of life" is ixieotioned eighl times in the Bible* aetm 
times by the Revelator, and once by Paul to the Phi- 
lippians. In every instance, it is humbly believed* it 
alludes to the Gospel covenantf which is & ministration 
or book of life. Hencei to become a firm believer, 
an humble and devout follower of Christ, is to have 
our names written in the book of life ; and to aposta- 
tize from the faith of the Gospel, prove recreant to 
the holy spirit of truth divine, is to have our names 
*• blotted out" of the *»book of life, and out of the 
holy city," and to to fall under the dominion of the 
<* second death.'' 

But while we are upon the subject of the 'f h6ok of 
life/' though it be rather a digression, 1 must beg the 
privilege of introducing a paragraph from Dr. Adam 
Clarke, on Luke x : 20, *' Btcause your names are 
written in heaven,^^ 

<< This form of speech is taken from the ancient 
custom of writing the names of all the citizens in a 
public register, that the several families might be 
known, and the inheritance properly preserved. This 
custom is still observed even in these kingdoms, though 
not particularly noticed. £very child that is born in 
the land is ordered to be registered ; and this register 
is generally kept in the parish church, or in some 
public place of safety. Such a register as this is call- 
ed in Phil, iv : 3 — Kev. iii : 5, &c. the book of Zt/e, 

i. e. the book or register where the persons were en- 
rolled as they came into life. It appears also proba« 
bJe, that when any person died, or behaved improper- 
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« 

ly, his name was sought out and erased .from the book, 
to pievent any confusion that might happen in conse- 
quence of improper persons laying claim to an estate, 
and to cut off the unworthy from the rights and privi* 
leges of the peaceable, upright citizens." 

The Doctor concludes by citing a number of pas- 
sages where this phrase is used, both in a literai and 
moral sense. From this, the utmost propriety is dis- 
coverable in the figurative language of the Apostle 
and the Revelator, which forms the foundation of our 
present labors. Every person, Jew or Gentile, be- 
coming a convert to the truth of the Christian religion 
** cornea into life,^^ his name is registered in heavenj or 
" the hook oj life" But if he becomes unworthy of 
the cause he has espoused, or becomes dead to the 
life, power, and spirit, of the kingdom into which he 
has been bom — his name is forthwith*erased, or blot-' 
ted out from the Gospel blessings, and he realizes at 
once all the horrors of a second death and his last es- 
tate is worse than his first. Notwithstanding the ex- 
hortations, admonitions and threatenings of the prim- 
itive teachers were generally directed to particular 
churches, still we may with the greatest propriety ap- 
ply them to all countries where the Gospel has been 
proclaimed — to all people in all circumstances. But 
after all, I can^see no necessity nor propriety in ex- 
tending the consequences. of our good or bad actions 
—our Jaith or want of faith, into eternity. The 
Bible furnishes no authority for such extension ^ and 
certainly it is productive of no moral good and much 
moral evil. 
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1 have extended this chapter to a much greater 
length than I intended in the commencement, and 
still the one-half is not told— but enough, perhaps, 
has been said to furnish a clue by which to unravel 
the mysterious envelope, which has, in the minds of 
thousands, obscured the true meaning of the term 
** second death.*' 

1 shall now, wishing the reader all the pure bliss 
which a true and consistent faith can inspire, take my 
leave of the subject 



CHAPTER IX. 

A FEW DOCTRINAL QUERIES. 

In the general epistle of Jude we read as follows ; 
«« Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 
them, giving themselves over to fornication, and going 
after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suf- 
fering the vengeance of eternal fire." 

We do not design to give in the present article our 
opinion of this text ; there is no particular necessity 
for it. We only wish to make a few remarks in re- 
gard to the commonly received opinion relative to its 
meaning, and suggest a few queries. 

It is zealously contended by our Partialist friends, 
that the ^< eternal fire" here spoken of, means endless 
sufiering ; hence, it is confidently argued that all the 
inhabitants of the five cities of the plain, with the ex- 
ception of Lot and his two daughters, were consigned 
to endless despair and wxetcYiediieB^) \^c^u«e. they 
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^ere not righteous. And yct, the old stereotyped doc- 
trine of Calvin, which teaches the endless damnation 
of infants, is generally rejected. 

And now, reader, how many infanta do you suppose 
there must have been in those five cities 1 Is it not 
reasonable to conclude that there were several hun- 
dreds, nay, thousands % This, it is presumed, will not 
be denied. Were they all set *' forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of oternal fire V^ This must 
be admitted, for they were not righteous, although they 
were perfectly innocent and harmless. Now will you, 
or will the advocates for the popular understanding 
of this text, contend that such a vast number of tn- 
fants, who are mentioned by our Savior as examples 
of moral innocence and harmlessness, were thus 
hurried from the earth, and plunged into the horrible 
pit of infinite perdition and misery, to suffer the most 
excruciating tortures world without entl ? And how 
can this painful conclusion be avoided, if the common 
understanding of the text be the true one ? 

We will wait patiently for some good partialis! 
brother to inform us relative to this matter. But at 
present, we must rest in the belief, either that the 
text has been grossly perverted, or that infant damno' 
tion is sanctioned by the word of God ; an idea which 
we verily think, would disgrace the creed of a Hot** 
tentot if embraced therein. 



SIBCTIOIV TI. 

RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY. 

CHJIPTER I. 

A GLORIOUS PROMISE. 

Jesus Christ, on witnessing the slavery of his Jew- 
ish brethren to the vain traditions of men, says '* Ev- 
ery plant which my Heavenly Father hath not plant- 
ed, shall be rooted up." Reader, can we rationally 
place confidence in this declaration ? If so, is not the 
prediction perfectly calculated to fill the virtuous soul 
with ecstatic joy and perpetual rejoicing ? The 
world, iSy'and ever has been, flooded with vain and 
bewildering traditions, which obscure the resplendent 
beauties of divine truth, destroy the hopes of that ul- 
timate perfection and glory which awaits the disen- 
thralled soul of every intelligent creature, and fill the 
world with doubts, and fears, and crimes, which are 
essentially and wholly inconsistent with the present 
peace and happiness of mortal man. But their bounds 
are set — their existence is limited — their annihilation 
is inevitable. Love, and truth, and grace will suc- 
ceed ; light, and life, and liberty will prevail ; virtue^ 
and glory, and immortality will triumph ; while per- 
fection, and bliss, ^ud incorruption will consummate 
the peace, and union, and salvation of all God's intel- 
ligent creation. This is as sure as the existence of 
God, the divine authority of Christ's mission, and the 
immutability of Heaven's designs, and laws, and pur- 
poses. Forget not the declaration of Christ : *< Eve- 
ry plant which my Heavenly Father hath not planted, 
iitall be rooted up.'' 
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CONSISTENCY OF DR. CLARKE. 

Dr. Adam Clarke was evidently a learned man ; 
but, that he was a man of extraordinary penetration 
of mind, we very seriously doubt. It is well known 
by all who have perused his celebrated Commentary, 
that he attempts stoutly to maintain the popular doc- 
trine of a future general judgment. But this learned 
Doctor, if I can understand plain English, has made 
a concession in favor of an opposite doctrine, which 
confirms me in the conclusion, that education had 
done much more for him than nature* Otherwise he 
must have foreseen the difficulties into which he had 
ttirown himself, which he evidently did not. I httve 
particular reference to the Doctor's comments on 
Matt. xvi. 27, 29. " For the Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his Father, with the angek ; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they «ee the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom." 

Comment on verse 27, 

<' For the Son of man shall come in the ^ry of his 
Father" * This seems to refer to Dan. vti. 18, 14 
— *' Behold, one like the Son of man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. And there 
was given him dominion, And glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, should mtve 
him : his dominion is an everlasting dominion^ ^rlxioAs. 
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shall not pass away, and his kingdom, that which shall 
not be destroyed." This was the glorious mediatorial 
kingdom whieh Jesus Christ was about to set up, by 
the destruction of the Jewish nation and polity, and 
the diffusion of the gospel through the whole world. 
If the words be taken in this sense, the angels or mes- 
8engcrs,may signify the Apostle and successors in the 
sacred ministry, preaching the gospel in the power of 
the Holy Ghost. It is very likely .that the words do 
not apply to the final judgment, to which they are gen- 
erally referred ; but to the wonderful display of God'^s 
grace and power after thejday of Pentecost.' 

Comment on verse 28. 

^* There be some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming 
in his kingdom." * This verse seems to confirm the 
above explanation, as our Lord evidently speaks of 
the establishment of the Christian Church after the 
day of Pentecost, and its final triumph after the des- 
truction of the Jewish polity — as if he had said — ^'Some 
of you, my disciples, shall continue to live until these 
things take place." The destruction of Jerosalem, 
and the Jewish economy, which our Lord here pre- 
dicts, took place about forty-three years after this — 
and some of the persons now with him, doubtless sur- 
vived that period, and witnessed the extension of the 
Messiah's kingdom — and our Lord told them these 
things beforC| that when they came to pass they might 
bo confirmed in the faith, and expect an exact fulfil- 
ment of all the other promises and prophecies which 
concerned the extension and support of the kingdom 
of CbriH. 
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2b hii kingdamj or m 4if kingdom. laataad af, 
Banleiay kingdom, four MSS. Jater Syriacy Coptic, 
Ethiopic, Saxony and one copy of the Sikh with sev- 
eral of the primitive Fathers, read doxe, oloet, and 
to this is added, ton patros auloUf of his Father^ hy 
three MSS. and the versions mentioned before. This 
makes ^the passage a little more conformable to the 
passage before quoted from Daniel — and it must ap- 
pear very clearly, that the whole passage speaks not 
of a future judgment, but of the destruction of the 
Jewish polity — and the glorious spread of Christianity 
in the earth, by the preaching of Christ crucified, by 
the Apostles and their immediate successors in the 
Christian Church.' 

Here it will be seen, that Dr. Clarke admits the 
second coming of Christ, as above described, notwith- 
standing he contends for a general judgment at the 
close of time. The declaration of Christ is perfectly 
plain : " The Son of man shall come," &c. *'and then 
(when the Son of man sbnll come) he shall retard 
every man according to his works*^' What is the Doc- 
tor's general future judgment for ? If for any thing, 
it must be to reward them over again ! If this is not 
the object, what in the name of reason is it for? This 
big gun of Methodistism has certainly admitted that 
men are rewarded according to their wbrk in this mode 
of existence. If this can be relied upon as the irulh, 
who will undertake to show why another judgment- 
day is necessary ? We would humbly ask those who 
contend so zealously for a future judgment — Id it for 
the purpose of rtiwarding men accordiiig tri tlieir 
works 1 Certainly not, if the Dbclor is cbfriect'tTdr 
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you hare seen his voluntary admission, that thiis re- 
ward is already administered in this world. This is 
Doctor Clarke's consistency^ and I wish I could say in 
truth, that he was ahne in such contradictions. 

I need only remark, in conclusion, that the exposi- 
tion which the Doctor has given of the 27th and 28th 
Torses of Matt xvi., is not far from what I conceive 
to be the truth. I wish he had been so consistent in 
relation to some other matters contained in his wri- 
tings. But upon the whole, I thank him for the assis- 
tance he has rendered to Universalists, although I 
presume it was unintentional on his part 



CHAPTER llf. 

THE BIBLE. 

There are no conditions, relations or obligations 
QxiatLng among the frail children of men, that are 
overlooked or passed by in the sacred writings. The 
Bible is emphatically a book which contains the richest 
•instructions, the most valuable admonitions, the most 
glorious promises and the most excellent lessons in 
regard to every thing which concerns the moral con- 
dition of ratioi»al and dependent beings. 

From its inspired pages, the philosopher may de- 
rive the most convincing arguments and illustrations 
— the naturalist the most extensive aid — the moralist 
the most important assistance^ — the politician the most 
valuable lessons of national economy — the magistrate 
the most valuable directions in jurisprudence-^-^and the 
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disciple of Jesus the best of all precepts, examples 
and encouragements in well-doing. Therein kings 
and all civil rulers are instructed how to govern and 
how to promote the prosperity and happiness of their 
subjects— subjects are taught obedience, faithfulness 
and fidelity to their rulers— parents are instructed 
how to govern and treat their children — children how 
to esteem, reverence and obey their parents ; masters 
how to use and control their servants ; servants how 
to feel and conduct themselves towards their masters 
— husbands to love, cherish and protect their wives — 
wives properly to regard, reverence and respect their 
husbands— and brothers and sisters to feel for and. 
conduct themselves kindly and affectionately towards 
each other. Therein is found the most wholesome 
advice to nations, societies of all kinds, families and 
neighborhoods — and the way ia therein clearly point* 
ed out, how we may become ricA, virtuous, useful 
and happy here, and obtain and perpetuate the ration- 
al and animating hope of changeless and immortal 
perfection and glory in the world to come. 

O, how can any one lightly esteem or lightly speak 
of this invaluable gift of God to man !. We would 
ever be guided by its councils, comforted by its 
hopes, admonished by its threatenings, and happi- 
fied by Us gracious promises thro' life and in death. 

I would here, if I had 'room, urge upon all liberal 
Christians, the propriety and great utility of institu* 
ting and supporting Bible classes in every society 
and neighborhood where it is practicable. This is 
evidently one of the best means of promoting truth 
and virtue. 



CHAFTEK IT. 

A LADY'S SOLILOQUY. 

" Well, really, I have been to a Universalist meet- 
ing. I wonder what people will say about it, I hope 
there are not many who know that I have been there, 
for I shall be almost despised by all my present asso- 
ciates. They have often spoken of that meeting in 
terms of the utmost contempt ; yes, and I have join- 
ed with them too. Out I have been there and heard 
for myself, I don't believe the doctrine, but 1 see no- 
thing in the preaching that looks to me unreasonable ; 
and certainly the preacher fully proved what he 
preached, from Scripture. I never heard so much of 
the Bible quoted in a sermon in all my life before. — 
But O, I dread to see any one — I shall feel so sheep- 
ieh. Well, I don't think I shall be seen there again ; 
though, if it were not for the speech of people, and 
the overwhelming contempt which it would bring up- 
on nie from Mr. P 's church, I should really take 

pleasure in dropping in once in a while and hearing 
what appears to me reasonable and consistent, though 
I do not believe it. 

** O, there comes Mrs. H ; she has found out 

where I've been ; she will feel very much disappoin- 
ted and grieved, for she has frequently said that she 
would as soon go into a den of thieves as to such a 
meeting. (Jane, put that Universalist Hymn Book 
out of sight.) How shall I apologize ? O, I will 
tell her that my husband had the curiosity to go once^ 
and insisted upon my going with him ; and out of re- 
spect to him, I reluctantly consented to go, but don't 
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think I shall do so much violence to my own conscience 
and char€u:ter as to comply with his wishes again. I 
think, under these circumstances, I shall be forgiven 
for this time, at least : and if I go again, it shall be in 
the evenings and I will be careful to slip in unobserved 
and get a seat in some place where I shall not be re- 
cognized — for it is very painful to my feelings to be 
io hatchelled SLtid hammered as J must be in the present 
instance, by all my friends and respectable associates. 
Why, she has really gone by ! I am heartily glad — 
for I have this time, at least, got rid of telling about a 
dozen lies, as an apology for doing no hann ! But I 
want to he respected, and in order for this I must be a 

little hypocritical, Mrs. H told me the other day, 

that she had much rather ^acrt^ce her moral principle 
than her poptdarity — and she said, that she thought it 
was much better to be a hypocrite^ respected by the 
popular classes, than to be a sincere Christian^ disres- 
pected, persecuted and despised. And she is not the 
only one that has intimated as much,* And I suppose 
that I shall Have to follow their rule. But I shall 
never forget the Universalist sermon. And the ser- 
mon was in perfect accordance with the principles 
laid down in the text which the preacher read, from 
Job XX. 5 : * The joy of the hypocrite is but for a 
moment.' O, I wish I was as far from the besetting 
and widely prevailing sin of hypocrisy as I believe 

■■ I ought to be, to be a good Christian. At all 
events, if I don't go to that meeting any more, my 
neighbors can't prevent me from thinking upon what 
I Aooe heard. And if I am careful to keep my 
thoughts to myself, they will forgive me for the pasU 
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and honor me as usual for the fuktre. Tes, I muii 
be a hypocrite^ or lose my good name and my popvkmiy 
— there is no alternative." 

How it finally turned out with the individual above 
noticed, we do not know ; but we have reason to be- 
lieve that there are many in her situation precisely. 
And we do know that there are many "highly 
respected and pious" church members, who are gov- 
erned in their feelings by the same principles ex- 
pressed by Mrs. H . God have mercy upon their 

depraved hearts, and bring them to a knowledge of 
their own real characters ! They profess to be one 
thing, when, in reality, they are another ; and this 
they feel bound to doy rather than forfeit the smiles 
and the approbation of the proud, the haughty, the 
self-exalted hypocrite and vile sycophant. 

But the day is coming, when the mask will be 
thrown off— when moral honesty, virtue and truth 
will be respected and duly honored — and when the 
hand of persecution, the tongue of deceit and slan- 
der, and the poisonous breath of religious prejudice, 
shall lose their power in promoting the evils of sin 
and death. 



CHAPTER y. 

GOD'S FURY. 

. 

In speaking of Sodom, Dr. Watts holds the follow- 
ing strong and emphatic language : 

"This Sodom feh and feels it still 
And roars beneath the eternal te^d, 

With endless burnini^ who can dw^, 
Or bear the vurt of a God 1** 
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But ia direct contradictioo to the Doctor's traditionary 
conclusion, and the similar conclusion of all who be- 
lieve in " endless burnings," the Almighty says by 
the prophet Isaiah, (xxvii. 4,) ^^Fury is not in me." 

Did the learned Dr. understand the literal definition 
of the word "/wry ;" and do those understand it, who 
now follow^his blasphemous example, in charging the 
God of heaven with acting under the horrid impulse 
of a ferocious passion ? We will give the true defini- 
tion of the word, and then the reader may decide for 
himself. " Furious — mad, phrenetick, raging." This 
is the definition given by our English lexicographers, 
and we have never seen it defined differently. Hence 
the Dr. and all who agree with him, must contemplate 
the Deity in the horrible light of a *^mad, phreneticJs 
and raging*' tyrant. O, inconsistency ! of what rank 
impiety art thou guilty ! 

But it may be contended, that the Scriptures repre- 
sent God as coming out in fury upon his sinful chil- 
dren. True ; but we must not so understand the Bi- 
ble as to make it contradict itself. And we have just 
proved from Isaiah, that *' fury is not in God.'' We 
will therefore endeavor to reconcile these two repre- 
sentations. 

1 . FSiry, in its literal import, cannot be ascribed to 

the Father of our spirits, for **he is good" — he is 
•* gracious" — he is "unchangeable" — he is " merciful 
and just" — his nature is '* love"— his attributes are in- 
finitely amiable and perfect — and we should view him 
as " the God and Father of all," in whom '* we live, 
and move, and ^havo our being." We should love him 
for his perfections, praise him for his " loving kind- 
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ness," and serve him from a feeling sense of his un- 
changing benevolence to the children of men. To as* 
cribe fury, therefore, to God, in the common under- 
standing of the term, is the very height of blasphe- 
my and temerity. But 

2. Fury may be attributed ta God in a metaphorical 
sense, that is, the providential events that are fre- 
quently experienced, looking at them according to 
present appearances, and with reference only to the 
immediate consequences, are such as we would natu- 
rally suppose might proceed from a man in a state of 
rage and anger. So that, when God is said to pour 
out his anger, fury, &c. on persons, or on a nation, it 
is a figurative expression, for dispensing afflictive 
providences, which, nevertheless, are dispensed with 
the benevolent design of promoting the ultimate good 
of the sufferers. This however, is not the sense in 
which Dr, Watts uses the word, nor is it the sense in 
which it is generally used by religionists. All those 
sects who believe in vindictive and infinite torture, 
use the word, when applied to the Deity, according to 
its common and literal import. The explanation 
which we have given, however, reconciles Scripture 
with Scripture, and does no violence to the holy char- 
acter of our kind Father in heaven. It is the only 
sense in which we should understand the ** fury'' of 
God, and many other similar metaphorical expres- 
sions ; ** but we must be very careful," says a cele- 
brated writer, ** not to attribute human infirmity, po^^ 
stons, Qr malevolence to the Deity.^^ 
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*^ But these speak evil of those things which they know nou*' 

From this short epistle, we learn that there were 
those in the Apostolic age, who, by an amalgamation 
of Heathenism, Judaism and Christianity, had so cor- 
rupted the system of divine truth, as to render it a 
cruel curse to mankind, instead of a blessing. The 
compound doctrine which these infatuated characters 
had invented and adopted as the true system of reli- 
gion, was absurdly denominated Christianity. Its 
adherents were numerous and extremely zealous in 
the maintenance and promulgationof their mysterious, 
contradictory, and deleterious opinions. The Apos- 
lle calls them ** ungodly men," and very justly accu- 
ses them of •• turning the grace of our God into las- 
civiousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ ;*' and informs us, that by follow- 
ing the direction of their natural passions and propen- 
sities, they ** corrupted^^ themsehves. 

Some of the errors and crimes of which they were 
accused by the Apostle, are thus stated i ^* For they 
have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after 
the error of Balaam for reward^ and perished in the 
gainsaymg of Core." Agaifi t *•* These are murmur^ 
era, complainers, walking after their own lusts ; and 
their mouth speaketh great sweUing words, having 
men's persons in admiration because of advantage.** 
"These be they who separate themselves, sensual, 
having not the Spirit." Yes, and he concludes his 
description of their wickeduesS) h^ ^^V\\tv^ ^^\sx 
** mockers.'* 
P 
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The Apostle farther informs us in what light these 
men were held bj the true disciples of a risen Sav- 
ior, and raises his warning voice against their contam- 
inating influence in religious society, in the following 
descriptive language : '' These are spots in your feasts 
of charity, when they feast with you, feeding them- 
selves without fear : clouds they are without water, 
carried about of winds ; trees whose fruit withercth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots ; 
raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame ; 
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever," 

Such were the people, who *' crept in'' to the Chris- 
tian church in ancieni days, and under the *' feigned'' 
name of Christians, attempted to sap the very foun- 
dation of '* the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints," and pervert the whole system of divine truth, 
brought to light through the gospel. And we have 
reason to fear that there are many of the same class 
of " corrupters" now engaged in a similar employ- 
ment. Whoever contemplates the present condition 
of the Church, must perceive that the same things 
are too frequently practised of which the Apostle com- 
plains. 

What is more common, even at the present day, 
than for a certain class of nominal Christians to 
^< speak evil of those things which they know not," 
and, to deny << the only Lord God, and our Lord Je- 
sus Christ," with imprecations, curses and slanders 
upon all who embrace '' the common salvation," or, 
what is the same thing, ^< the faith which was once 
delivered to the saints" t Our numerous and zealous 
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opposers and calumniators constantly manifest the 
most profound ignorance in regard to the sentiments 
of the '* sect which is every where spoken against." 
They are determined to read nothing that is designed 
to state and explain our sentiments. They are also 
determined to hear nothing in vindication of Univer- 
salism — and yet, they seem to feel it their religious 
duty, not only to *' speak evil of those things which 
they know not,'' but to slander, vilify and abuse all 
those who embrace those "things." But we antici- 
pate the time when 

* * All creatures in heaven and earth shall revere ; 
No blind superstition shall deafen the ear :" 
When envy, and pride, and " rebellion shall fall, 
And God our Creator become all in all." 

Reader, reflect candidly upon these things, and en- 
deavor to avoid the evil course pursued by the early 
corrupters of religious truth — and especially avoid 
** speaking evil of those things wbicfh you know 
not.'' 



CHAPTER VII. 

DAMNATION. 

Since this word has become so very fashionable, 
not only among the licentious and abandoned, but al- 
so among those who would wish to be thought better 
than their neighbors — and since it is frequently met 
with in the Bible, and very liberally applied by one 
religious sect to another, we have thought that it 
would not be amiss to ofier a few remarks upon it, 
with a design to clear it from that unauthorized mean- 
ing which is generally attached to it by theologians. 
Every person of any observaUon m^^\.VxkSs^ 'Ckj^'^^ 
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word is generally used among religious people, to ex^ 
press a total loss of the soul, or a state of endless and 
infinite suffering under vindietive torture. ''Butthisr ' 
8ays Calmet, '* is not its proper import in all places.'' 
True, Mr. Calmet, and we should be more inclined to 
credit the horrid dogma of endless suffering, if it 
could be proved that this was its noeaaing ia any place^ 
in the Bible. 

We will now notice a few "places" where the 
word is found, and see whether it will admit of such 
a meaning. <Mn Matt, xxiii. 14, we read of Mhe 
greater damnation,' which evidently implies a lesser 
damnation ; and in Rom. xiii, 2 — ^1 Ck>r. xi, 29 — and 
1 Tim. Y. 12, we should read * eondemmUianj^ or 
* judgment,^ '' (The reader will turn to the texts, cited 
and read them.) 

Uius says Calmet, the learned biblical critic, who 
was a full believer in endless misery, but had the 
moral honesty, like Dr. Clarke and^ many othersy to 
acknowledge the true import and application of most 
of those words and phrases which the liiile lights who 
have substituted a noisy, ignorant and supercilious 
zeal, in the room of scientific knowledge and rational 
piety, delight in fulminating upon their " hell-deserv- 
ing" neighbors. 

Calmet farther observes ; *♦ Rom. xiv. 23, * he that 
doubteth is damned,' should he read ' self-condemned^ ; 
if he eat flesh, or any thing else which may offend a 
weak brother.'' This damnation refers to the true 
disciples of Christ, and if they are to be damned eter- 
nally because they are sometimes perplexed with 
doabtB and ftars. who ca^ be saved t 
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But we have seen from Calmet, that damnation, 
judgment, and condemnation are all derived from the 
tiame original word. And if that word means end- 
less torment, most people find it in this world — nay 
ali— for Christ says, ** for jttdgment [damnation] am I 
come into this worW^ And again, *< Now is the 
judgment [damnation] of this world,'' which would 
certainly prove too much, even for ** orthodoxy^' it- 
self. 

We would ofier a few additional remarks, but our 
limits forbid it* 



CHAPTER VIII. 

A CHEERING REFLECTION. 
** Gloiy to God in the highest, and on earth peace, God will 
towards men."— Luke ii. 14. 

While Judah's shepherds were watching their gra- 
zing flocks on the rural plains of Palestine, and the 
sable curtains of night were drawn around the eas- a 
tern hemisphere, the surprising annunciation of Mes- 
siah's birth aroused their attention, and excited those 
fearful apprehensions which a long cherished super- 
stition had encouraged. But, as a necessary prelude 
to the important annunciation, and to calm the tumul- 
tuous agitation of the sensitive minds of his auditory » 
the heavenly messenger, in the true spirit of his mis- 
sion, addressed the harmless shepherds in the gloom 
and terror-dispelling — the p«$ace-giving and benevo- 
lent language, ^*Fkar not;'^ and then proceeded to dAr 
dare ibe joyful message^ m 'WVosii ^ %vdlI\3\^xA. ^'tp^-- 
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ded world were deeply interested. ** Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
- people ; for unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior which is Christ the Lord." Immedi- 
ately upon this, a multitude of the heavenly hosts, 
having descended upon the wings of divine love and 
praise, united their melodious voices in sweetest con- 
cert| and filled (he air with the following word^, set to 
the thrilling music of the eternal world : *< Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men," 

In the peculiar circumstances briefly presented in 
the foregoing paragraph, there is a sumptuous feaat 
for every reflecting and contemplative mind. The 
world was enveloped in the gloomy folds of intellect- 
ual and moral darkness — prophecy had long before 
ceased — the blight and mildew of ignorance had fas- 
tened, vulture-like, upon all nations and classes of 
men — and fell superstition swayed the sceptre of uni- 
versal dominion over poor bewildered and oppressed 
humanity. The holy radiance of the divine nature, 
attributes and perfections had long been concealed 
behind the. for bidding cloud of human imperfection^ 
darkness aud depravity^ and all nations had become, 
in a greater or less degree, devoted slaves to idola- 
try, spiritual tyranny and iniquity. And now was 
the time for the ponderous wheels of erior, ignorance, 
superstition and sin, to be rolled back — for light, lib- 
erty -and truth to be let in upon the world — for the 
ancient prophecies to be fulfilled— for the true God 
to be known and honored by Via cViWdt^ti — for man 



MI8CKLLANT. 193 

to understand and appreciate his origin, duty and fi- 
Qal destination ! O how animating is the contem* 
plation of the wonders of that night when a Savior « 
was announced to the peaceful shepherds ! How 
joyful the rational anticipation of those moral bles- 
sings which shall flow to mankind through his all- 
conquering reign ! 

From the angelic annunciation of the Redeemer's 
birth, several things are clearly manifest ; and we 
will proceed briefly to notice them, with a view to a 
right understanding of that grace and truth which 
characterize his kingdom. 

1. It is clearly manifest that the gospel system 
was never designed to excite the fears and increase 
the terrors of an unbelieving and sinful world. But 
on the contrary, it was designed, evidently, to allay 
all terrifying emotions in the Imman breast-— to fill 
the mind with an unreserved coniidence in the pater- 
nity and love of God — !o furnish the despairing and 
fearful soul with a hope sure and steadfast — to in- 
spire the human breast with the sustaining principled 
of a faith which is the confidence of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not seen, and to fit and 
preparo the intellectual world to honor the common 
Father of all with the due and constant exercise of 
universal charity, and with correct views of the di- 
vine benevolence, impartial grace, and infinilely glo- 
rious nature and perfections which belong to him. 

2. It is evident from what we have seen, that the 
gospel system was instituted for the ultimate benefit 
of all human intelligences, for the ** ^oad^x^va^ ^^ 
Uireat joy, "which comipoBe vV *^%ViX\\» ns^ ^^^ 
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pie." God must be recognized as an impartial Be- 
ing, if the Scriptures are worthy of confidence, though 
• many of the means by which this fact will in the end 
be made manifest to all men, are now considered ex- 
tremely dark, mysterious and trying. And as this 
system originated in him, its principles must accord 
with the same spirit of impartial goodness. It is 
called in the Bible "the gospel of the grace of God," 
** the gospel of salvation/' the " gospel of truth," but 
never the gospel of divine vengeance, the gospel of 
damnation, or the gospel of death to any creature in 
the universe. It is as perfectly benevolent to the 
worst of sinners as was its illustrious founder, Jesus 
of Nazareth, who prayed for the forgiveness and sal- 
vation of his murderers, while expiring upon the cross 
where they had nailed him. 

3. It is farther evident from the circumstances at- 
tending the birth of Jesus, and the annunciation ^of 
the same to the shepherds, that the gospel system 
embraces a Savior for all; as the purport of the mes- 
*Bage was — ** This day is born in the city of David, 
a Savior which is Christ the Lord." A Savior for 
whom ? St Paul answers, a Savior for *' all mkn.'^ 
Hence, he '< gave himself a ransom for all — tasted 
death for every man." In view of all this, it is by no 
means strange that a multitude of the heavenly host at- 
tended the annunciation of the Savior^s birth,and burst 
forth in heavenly concert, saying — " Glory to God irt 
the highest, and on earth peace, good toill to men." 
We are informed that ^< there is more joy in heaven 
over one »ianer that repentetht Ibau over ninety and 
^'oe Just penona that need no te^ii\iww» V^ \«ifow^ 
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in sure prospect of universal reconciliation, holiness 
and immortal bliss, through the Savior that was born 
in the city of David, the angelic song was perfectly 
appropriate and consistent. Let all true believers, 
then, heartily unite their voices with the heavenly 
ehoir, and chant the song of universal grace, recon- 
ciliation, salvation and glory, while '' life, and thought, 
and being last" Amen ! 



CHAPTER IX. 

CALVINISM THE DEVIL^S DOCTRINE. 

Kind reader, have patience while I explain myself, 
for I acknowledge, without the following explanation^ 
the phrase at the head of this article would appear 
like retaliation f and we wish never to return railing 
for railing, nor violate the 9th commandment, but on 
the contrary to exercise that charity which 'Mhinketh 
no evil," which ** sufiereth long and is kind/^ 

Long have the preachers of God's universal grace, 
stood accused, by their religious oppose rs, of giving 
ewrency to the DeviVs Doctrine. We have invaria- 
bly denied the charge, and plead not guilty ; and have 
uniformly endeavored to maintain the position that 
orthodoxy was a much nearer resemblance of the doc- 
trines held and promulgated by that arch deceiver. 
Wqhave on a number of occasions undertaken to 
show, and we think have conclusively shown that this 
was the fhith which he undertook to asseit in hia first 
pennon, in the garden of Eden, in his private confab 
with mother Eve, while her husband was absent. — 
We have it to lameoti to be sutQ^ \W\ ^Vs^ ^^^aS^^ ^^f^^ 
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easily have become his convert, but it is useless to 
whine over past misfortunes, while future ones are 
advancing upon us. But if our arguments have all 
J^j failed, if our indefatigable exertions have all proved 
w' abortive, and if we had fallen almost into despair, for 
the fear that our views of the subject would never be 
so universally approbated as to be rendered popular ; 
still, all such gloomy forebodings must now vanish — 
a bright ray of hope must now enliven our drooping 
spirits, and cause our fainting hearts to rejoice in view^ 
of the happy prospect of our sentiments, in relation 
to this subject at least, becoming the universal opinion. 
The reader may be anxious to know what has giv- 
en rise to this sudden and important change in our 
prospects and feelings. We will hasten with all brev- 
ity to the relief of his anxiety, 

On perusing a sermon delivered by the Rev. Jona- 
than Edwards, late president of Princeton college, we 
find him to be precisely of our opinion in relation to 
the devil's doctrine ; and for the benefit of the cause 
of truth, and the immediate relief of many who 
are now in darkness and unbelief of this important 
truth, which Dr. Edwards and all Universalist 
preachers advocate, we hasten to lay it before the 
public through the medium of this volume. That I 
may not be accused of misrepresenting the Doc- 
tor's statement, J shall transcribe his own words, as 
found in a small hook^ entitled '< The Justice of God 
in the {endless) damnation of sinners,^^ 94th page niear 
the bottom. The woJ:ds are as follows : " The d«- 
vU is orthodox in his faith — he is no Deist, Socinian or 
Arian. He beiieves the trw schemt of doctrine^^HoQ 
ariicUs of Ais faith are all aacred,^' 
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With these solemn and affecting truths before thee, 
kind reader, in what light, but that of falsehood can 
you view the statement made by Lemuel Hainesj and 
so often repeated by his cplleagues, (viz ;) that ** the 
devil was the first TJniversalist preacher ?^' Does not 
the Rev. Doctor tell you plainly and positively that 
Calvinism is the DeviVs 4)octriney and that the devil, 
being ** orthodox in hisfaith,^' is an orthodox preacher? 

How priest Edwards knew positively that the devil 
was a /rt«e Calvinist in his ** doctrine," settled and 
grounded in the ^^faith,^^ I know not ; he unquestion- 
ably knew, and we can infer enough from the strik- 
ing similarity exhibited in the condtict and disposition 
of the devil and John Calvin^ to convince us of the 
truth of the Dr's, statement. But at all events, when 
this comes generally to be known among the Calvin- 
ists, and the mere ipse dixit of Dr. Edwards will con- 
stitute sufficient proof to them of the fact, I think we 
may rationally expect to bo exonerated fiom so false 
and unfounded a charge in future ; for we desire not 
to be associated with Dr. Edwards and bis ** ortlwdox 
deviP^ in the promulgation of any ^* doctrine,^' We 
have supposed for a long time that there was an evil 
«ptn7 in connexion with them in carrying on their dark 
designs against the liberties of our country ; but we 
had not supposed that they would so readily acknowl- 
edge that their religious sentiments or creed was in 
perfect harmony in all its parts with that of the devil. 

If the reader should be disposed to censure the pe- 
culiar phraseology of the above article, the blame 
must rest on President Edwards, and not on the wri- 
ter, for he has only given a fair and honest expose of 
the Dr'fl. statements. 



CBAPTER X. 

AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION. 

The Christian community are divided into two dis* 
tinct classes in regard to the deration of the Devil, Sin 
and Death. The minor class seems to embrace the 
only people in Christendom who doubt their eternal 
existence, and yet, strange as it may appear, they are 
the only people that appear to lay under the heavy 
charge of propagating the "devil's doctrine," Now 
which doctrine would be likely to suit the devil the 
best — that which teaches the total destruction of him, 
and all his works, and the universal triumph of holi- 
ness and bliss ; or that which gives him an endless and 
successful reign over a vast majority of those crea- 
tures who rightfully and properly belong to the God 
' who made them 1 It cannot require the mind of a 
Newton or a Franklin, to Fee which doctrine would be 
most pleasing to his Satanic majesty ; nay, the mind 
even of a child, would be able correctly to decide this 
matter, if it were free from the direful effects of a su- 
perstitious and blinding tradition ! And a doctrine 
which is most congenial to the mind of the devil, must 
be the deviVs doctrine, as he would be most likely to 
give it his sanction and his aid. 

But we will now briefly investigate the comparative 
claims of these two respective classes, to the true doc- 
tiine of Divine Revelation. 

What evidence has ever been adduced to prove the 

endless existence of the devil, sin and death ; or even 

of hellf which is thought to be an invisible Pandemon- 

turn? /^Palace of devils.] Not a solitary testimony , 

can he brought from the sacred ot«idea> Vci %\x^^Qit 
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s>ich a sentiment. Nothing but the mora! excrescen- 
ces which have grown out of an amalgamation of 
Christianity, Judaism and Paganism, and strengthened 
by the united influence of ignorance, avarice, supersti- 
■tion and cruelty, have ever been offered in support of 
such an unreasonable dogma. If any better evidence 
can be given, the Universalist Press will be open 
to any decent friend, or advocate, of the doctrine ; and 
he can have a fair opportunity for pleading the deirnVs 
cause, and showing, if he can, that sin, and death, and 
Ml, will endlessly endure. 

We will now take the liberty of proving from the 
Bible, which we take as the rule and guide of our 
iaith and practice, that the devil, hell, sin, death and 
misei'y, shall cease and be no more. St. Paul says 
that Christ took upon him flesh and blood, << that thro' 
death he might destroy him that hath the power of 
^ath, that is the devil*" Thus the destruction of the 
devil is proved, unless the testimony of St. Paul can 
be invalidated. The prophet Hosea says, •' O hades, 
[hell,'] 1 willbe thy desti-uciion,'' speaking in the name 
«f God. Hence, we may certainly anticipate the 
time when hell shall be no more ; and we shall soon 
660 that there will be no need of such a place, for the 
prophet Daniel gives a set time in which **sin shall be 
finished, and transgression brought to an encf." The 
old worn-out tradition, that the sinner will blaspheme 
the name of God to all eternity, is here effectually re- 
futed, unless blasphemy in hell is no sin ! ! Butagain . 
St. Paul says, '<the last enemy shall be destroyed, 
DEATH." Whether there be three kinds of death or 
not| death of every kind must be '< destroy $d,^\ or elsa 
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death would be left tmdestroyed. But to conclude.— 
The Revelator specifies a time, after which ** there 
shall be no pain, neither sorrow nor crying ;" and he 
adds, " for the former things shall have passed away, 
and behold, all things are become new.^' 

From the foregoing testimonies, which are but a 
few of the number which might be presented if ne* 
cessary, we learn that Universalists believe in accor- 
dance with the teachings of Divine Revelation ; and 
we also learn, that this system is directly opposed to 
the doctrine which would best please ike devil. 

Now it is no more than just that things should be 
distinguished by their proper names. Therefore, we 
would wish that the anti-scriptural sentiment which 
teaches the endless reign of the devil, death, hell and 
Bitij which sentiment must be extremely pleasing to 
the arch adversary, might be recognized in its true 
character, and justly denominated the deviPs doctrine^ 



**I WOULD NOT LIVE ALWAY.'' 

*' I would not live alway'^ this side of the tomb. 
Deprived of the raptures of heaven my home ; 
Where glorified spirits and angels above, 
Rejoice in the presence of infinite love. 

" I would not live alway" imperfect — impure, 
Where sin's many sorrows my soul must endure ; 
Where the storms of temptation incessantly blow. 
On the pilgrim of earth while he wanders below. 

" I would not live alway" where death is so near. 
Where his arrows are objects of dread and of fear ; 
For dtie pearl of contentment ii not to be found, 
Where change and decay uuwetaal abound. 
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*« I would not live alway" where God is not seen, 
Where the * vail' and the * cov'ring' must both inter- 
vene, 
For I long to depart and ascend to my home, 
And o'er the bright fields of eternity roam. 

*• I would not live alway ;" O let me arise, 
From this frail mortal state to my God in the skies ; 
Where the anthems of praise in full chorus shall swell, 
And the glorified millions eternally dwell. 



LINES SUGGESTED BY THE SUDDEN 
DEATH OF A NEIGHBOR. 

In all the brief concerns of life, 
Howe'er we live, whatever we do ; 

How soon from this vain world of strife, 
By God's appointment we may go ! 

The brittle thread of life, how small ! 

On which all earthly prospects rest ; 
How soon death's gloomy, sable pall. 

May overspread the clay-cold breast ! 

How oft at noon, in healthful plight, 
A fellow mortal's heartbeats high ; 

And still, before the close of light, 
His friends are called to see him die ! 

Great God ! thy councils who shall scan. 
And show why things are thus designed — 

That thy loved ofi^spring, sentient man, 
So soon must leave the world behind t 

But here I rest — I ask no more, 

Why thou hast thus creation plann'd ; 

Yet one thing still, I would implore — 
To reverence thy all ruling hand. 



REMEMBER ME— TO A SISTER. 

Remember me, my sister dear, 

When far from thee my lot is cast f 

Where not one former friend is nearr 
To talk with me of seasons past.^ 

Remember me, when toils oppress, 
When labor overpowers my frame } 

When wasting nature in distress, 
Can call on no familiar name. 

Remember me, when storms arise ; 

When tempests rage around my cot ,- 
When lightnings flash athwart the skies , 

And minor scenes are all forgot. 

Remember me, when skies serene, 
And pleasant suns upon me smile ; 

When vernal leaves in brightest green, 
My lonely hours would fain beguile. 

Remember me, when lowly bow'd. 

With contrite heart in prayer for thee ; 

When holy thoughts upon me crowd, 
Of her I then shall long to see.. 

Remember me, when cold and dead ; 

When all my wanderings here are o'er ; 
When absence I no longer dread. 

From her I loved, but see no more. 

Remember me, when in the grave 
My body cold and lifeless lies ; 

When God my ransomed soul shall save, 
And crown with bliss beyond the skies. 

' Remember me, 'till there we meet, 

From cares and parting scenes set free ; 
*Till then may recollection sweet, 
Oft whisper thee, **^ remember mcp^' 



iti«CKLt<ANT. 

LINES ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT. 

The frost of death untimely camej 
And nipped the hud so green and fair ^ 

It fell, but left its lovely name, 
The only boon of tender care. 

But in a purer world above, 

It thrives and blooms in glory bright ; 
Where pains and death, a parent's lover 

Can never more annoy and blight. 

Dear brother, sister, grieve no more. 
Your absent loved one is at rest ; 

It'sgone where angels high adore. 
The God whose name is ever blessed. 

There shall you this sweet cherub meet, 
Where parting tears no more shall flow — 

Where joy immortal and complete, 
A ransomed universe shall know. 



THE LOVE OF GOD. 

In nature's ample rounds, 

Wiiere'er we turn our eyes, 
The love of God abounds, 
And fills us with surprise : 
The warming sun, the healthful breeze, 
The fruitful earth, the blooming trees ; 
All testify that God above, 
Is truly endless — boundless love. 

Go to the distant poles, 

Where frost eternal reigns, 
And in its chilling folds. 
The earth and air retains : 
The furs and game, the fire and wood. 
The skin-line J hut, the wholesome food ; 
All testify that God above, 
Is truly endless — boundless lore^ 



M4 Hauoiout 

Go to the tropic Isles, 

Where Sol's bright scorching rays, 
The human skin defiles, 

With fervent, melting blaze : 
The richest fruit perpetual grows. 
And every needed blessing flows ; 
To testify that God above, 
ts truly endless — boundless love. 

Go where the thoughts may lead, 

O'er ocean, earth, or air, 
A sure supply for every need. 
Meets every creature there : 
The great Creator's goodness shines, 
And with his wisdom cloge combines ; 
To testify that God aboffe, 
Is truly endless — boundless love. 

But when the Gospel shines, 

Declaring God's free grace, 
In pure immortal lines, 
To all the human race ; 
It brings to view eternal life. 
The end of sin and carnal strife ; 
It testifies that God above, 
Is truly endless — boundless love. 



FOR A YOUNG LADY'S ALBUM. 

' Tis not the form of youthful mould, 
' Tis not the rosy — blooming cheek ; 
' Tis naught that youth and wit unfold. 
That can your praises always speak. 

But 'lis the charms religion gives — 
The pearls that deck the pious mind ; 
Which crown the Lady while she livei, 
With honors noble, rich, refined. 
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